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03S9. Quiz 

1. Constitutional Framework for the Interim 
Government 

 The Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946 provided the 
political framework for establishing an Interim 
Government and a Constituent Assembly. 

 The mission comprised Pethick-Lawrence, 
Stafford Cripps and A. V. Alexander, representing the 

British government. 

 Its statement of 16 May 1946 proposed an 

interim administration while arrangements for constitution 
making proceeded.  

 The Interim Government assumed office on 2 
September 1946, with Jawaharlal Nehru serving as 
Vice-President of the Viceroy‘s Executive Council. 

 It administered British India during the transition 
towards independence, while the Constituent Assembly 
undertook the separate responsibility of framing a 

constitution. 

2. Commander-in-Chief During the Interim Government 

 Sir Claude Auchinleck served as Commander-in-Chief, India, during the Interim 

Government‘s tenure between September 1946 and August 1947. 

 His second appointment to this office began in June 1943 and continued until the partition of 

British India. 

 An important correction concerns his rank: he was already a Field Marshal in 1946, making 
that designation more precise than General. 

 His responsibilities included military administration and preparations for dividing the armed 
forces between India and Pakistan.  

 His military command was distinct from the civilian Defence portfolio, which was held by 

Sardar Baldev Singh.  

3. Muslim League‘s Entry into the Interim Government 

 The Muslim League joined the Interim Government on 26 October 1946, after initially 
refusing to participate when it began functioning.  

 Its participation followed negotiations involving Viceroy Lord Wavell and the political 

leadership of the League and Congress. 

 Five League nominees entered the administration: Liaquat Ali Khan, I. I. Chundrigar, Abdur 
Rab Nishtar, Ghazanfar Ali Khan and Jogendra Nath Mandal. 

 Liaquat Ali Khan received the Finance portfolio, giving the League an influential position 

within the government. 

 Participation in the executive did not resolve disagreements over Pakistan or secure lasting 
constitutional cooperation 

4. Selection of Constituent Assembly Members 

 The Constituent Assembly‘s provincial representatives were indirectly elected by members 

of the Provincial Legislative Assemblies, rather than directly by citizens. 

 The Cabinet Mission scheme prescribed proportional representation through the single 
transferable vote, with separate voting by designated communities. 

 The planned strength was 389: 292 provincial representatives, four representatives from 

Chief Commissioners‘ provinces and 93 from princely states. 

 Princely state representation followed different arrangements, so the provincial election rule 
did not cover every member. 
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 Crucially, the Interim Government was the reconstituted Viceroy‘s Executive Council, not 

an executive elected by this Assembly.  

5. End of the Interim Government 

 The Interim Government‘s tenure ended on 15 August 1947, when independence and 
partition transformed the constitutional structure of British India. 

 The Indian Independence Act, 1947, provided the legal basis for establishing the 

independent Dominions of India and Pakistan. 

 The Act received Royal Assent on 18 July 1947 and designated 15 August as the appointed 

day. 

 British governmental responsibility ended, and the new dominion administrations assumed 
authority within their respective territories. 

 Independence did not immediately make India a republic; the republican Constitution came 
into force later, on 26 January 1950 instead. 

6. Visual Question: Members of the Interim Government 

 Sarat Chandra Bose held the Works, Mines and Power portfolio in the initial Interim 

Government. 

 Jagjivan Ram was responsible for Labour, while Rajendra Prasad handled Food and 

Agriculture. 

 Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel held Home, including Information and Broadcasting, within the 
administration. 

 Asaf Ali handled communications responsibilities covering Railways and War Transport 

during the initial allocation. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru held External Affairs and Commonwealth Affairs and served as the 

Executive Council‘s Vice-President. 

 Syed Ali Zaheer handled Legislative matters; the initial portfolio list also assigned him Posts 

and Air responsibilities before subsequent ministerial changes. 
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03S9. A colonial gaze: how the British imagined Bastar and its people 

एक         क     :                     क       क  क     क    क  

 For years, Bastar remained an enigma to the British, who erroneously and conveniently 
dismissed it as a mysterious woodland inhabited by cannibals, painting it as an island of 
primitiveness amidst civilisations. 

    तक   त         क       क             ,         ग त औ          क   ग                   
      क               क              क       औ     त    क                 क  एक      

क            त  क    
 In his enthusiasm to author a two-volume work on India, East India Company official Henry 

Harpur Spry went so far as to describe the people of Bastar as those who ‗sacrifice and eat 
their fellow creatures‘. 

   त                क           क                      क     क     क                          त  
क    ग  क        ग  क            त क    तक क     क    ,    ‗                 क        त  औ  
       त    ‘  

Spread of misinformation 

   क         क       

 Consider this: Spry never set foot in Bastar, relying instead on hearsay from Company 
officers like Captain Crawfurd of the Bengal Artillery, who oversaw Chhattisgarh. 

            क    :         क     त     क   तक         ,    क            ग  क         क    
       ग           क  क                क        क            त     -        त            क    
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 Spry‘s armchair account reads more like lengthy chatter rather than a valuable historical 
document. 

     क            क                  क             त    क   त     क            -     ग श  

        क  त त   त      
 Further, there is no evidence to suggest that Crawfurd himself had any first-hand experience 

in Bastar. 

  क    त   त,      क त           क                 क            क    त  क  क              

    
 It is important to put it on record that Spry also made a glaring mistake on Bastar when he 

called its Rajput Raja a Gond. 

       क                 क           त  क            क ग     ग त  त     क ,             क  
            क       त     

 This mistake was possibly carried over from the past. 

    त     ग त   त त                  
 While translating the Tarikh-i-Firishta, a medieval Persian history of the Deccan with intriguing 

references to the Bastar of 1610-11, John Briggs added an asterisk to the Bastar raja, 
mistakenly labelling him as a Gond chief. 

     -ए-        क         क त     ,      क  क   क    क             त       औ        
1610-11 क    त  क     क          त    ,               त  क       क      क       क त     कत 

      ग    औ  ग त                   क             त क        
 The isolation of Bastar fostered the spread of misinformation. 

  त  क              क         क       क              
 A report from the East India Company in 1812, for example, provided a skewed perspective of 

the area and the people therein. 

       क     , 1812               क     क   क                  औ       क    ग  क  एक     

    क     त त  क    
 The inhabitants were described as ‗rude and barbarous‘, yet they were paradoxically praised 

for the staunch defence of their ‗ancient rightful inheritance‘ – the lowlands. 

     क           क  ‗     औ      ‘  त    ग  ,                           क  ‗          

      क  ‘ —         -  ग — क         क        क   श    क  ग   
 The report says that they, ‗although rude and barbarous, may yet be denominated warlike, as 

they have always distinguished themselves bold, persevering champions of the great law of 
nature‘. 

          क   ग       क   , ‗           औ         ,                     क       कत    ,     क 

            क        क    क            क                      क          त   त  क      ‘ 
 It further adds: ‗Being driven to their wild unwholesome fastness, among the mountains, they 

frequently descend in harvest time, into the lowlands, to dispute the produce of their ancient 
rightful inheritance with their present possessors…‘ 

      ग  क   ग     : ‗      क                           क              क                क  
   ,             क              -  ग     त त    , त  क                      क   क         
  क   त             क            क   क …‘ 

 Clearly, the report‘s author had not visited the territory. 

          ,        क     क           क             क       

Counting the people 

        क       

 The first attempt to quantify Bastar‘s population came on November 5, 1866 during a census 
in the Central Provinces. 
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  त  क          क          ग    क            5      , 1866 क         त           ग    क  
       क   ग    

 This inaugural headcount yielded a figure of 2,69,684. 

          ग       2,69,684 क              क  ग   
 However, the census was plagued by significant anomalies. 

      क,      ग                            त     
 The administration faced a dilemma when the next census in 1872 showed an inexplicable 70 

per cent drop in the population, bringing the total down to 78,856. 

 श    क        त                  ग     1872 क   ग     ग                  70       क  
                      औ  क           घ क  78,856    ग   

 The breakdown of this figure included 29,060 Hindus, 1,704 Muslims, and a substantial 
category of 48,092 classified as ‗others‘. 

            29,060      , 1,704        औ  48,092   ग  क   क          श       ,       ‗   ‘ क  
       ग क त  क   ग       

 A deadly combination of cholera and famine ravaged central India in 1869, undoubtedly 
impacting Bastar. 

1869         औ   क   क  घ तक                  त         त         ,    क             त  
                

 However, this alone would not explain the population plunge — a staggering 1,90,828 
residents vanishing in just six years. 

      क, क                     त        ग     क              क      कत  —               
1,90,828          क                   त             

 The numbers reeked of error. 

     क                                     
 J.W. Neill, officiating secretary to the Central Provinces‘ chief commissioner, echoed these 

concerns in his report on the 1872 census. 

       त  क           त क  क      क        .     .        1872 क    ग                      
      त    क           

 He pointed out glaring inconsistencies: The 1866 Bastar figures were likely mere estimates 
based on area, while the 1872 census, despite claiming a more rigorous method, also 
appeared flawed, as in many villages ‗the children were not enumerated‘. 

       ग         ग त   क       क त  क  : 1866 क    त  क    क       त        क          
 ग   ग               ,    क 1872 क    ग   ,    क क        त        क       क    क  
      ,           त त    ,     क    क ग        ‗     क            क    ‘  

 The report quotes comments from the deputy commissioner of Upper Godavari district, under 
whose jurisdiction Bastar fell for census purposes. 

                           क        क      क                त क  ग    ,    क     क          
  ग    क              त   त      

 Neill‘s report continued to expose the flaws of the 1872 census in Bastar. 

    क              त     1872 क    ग    क         क        क              
 While forms and instructions reached the raja, ‗there is no means of knowing whether houses 

were numbered or lists of inhabitants taken previous to the night of the Census‘. 

          औ      श      तक          , ‗         क  क                 क     घ   क       कत 

 क   ग                क                       क                क         ‘ 
 Some areas, such as Jagdalpur, Bhopalpatnam and Bijapur, showed decent efforts, but the 

rest carried errors. 

 ग     ,           औ               क              त       क  ग ,    क  श                   
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 Most alarmingly, children under twelve were entirely omitted. 

        त   क   त        क             क      क       क                            
 While the Central Provinces overall saw a modest increase (from 9.06 million to 9.25 million), 

Bastar‘s dramatic decline remained an enigma. 

   क        त  क  क                               (9.06           9.25        तक),   त  क  
   क                   क               

 In the census exercise of early British days, a headcount was conducted on a single day. 

      क     श क   क    ग             एक               क    त      
 The 1872 census wasn‘t just plagued by regional discrepancies; there were some structural 

errors too. 

1872 क    ग    क              ग त           त        ;      क           क                 
 The sheer number of categories (caste, occupation, race, religion, remarks, etc. — a 

whopping nineteen) gave printers nightmares. 

       क       क       (   त,       ,    ,    ,               — क        )       क  क  
         क              क       

 Worse yet, a lack of training on open-ended questions led to a plethora of colourful yet 
inaccurate professions across the Central Provinces. 

          त      त        क                श   क                      त        क        क त  
ग त             क  ग   

 Imagine finding entries like ‗con man‘, ‗pimp‘, ‗prostitute‘, ‗idiot‘, and ‗thief‘ — a reflection more 
on the confusion of the enumerators than the reality of the population. 

क     क      क ‗  ‘, ‗    ‘, ‗     ‘, ‗    ‘ औ  ‗   ‘                    ग  —            क  
   त  कत  क  त            क      क             क     क   त         

 Neill‘s report candidly highlighted the hilarious mishaps. 

    क                             क                ग   क    
 He blamed some of the bizarre entries on overzealous enumerators who seemed determined 

to write something or the other in the occupancy column against every individual.  

       क                  क         -           क      क                 ,        क     त 

क                    क       क     क         क          क   त  त त   त      
 Infants, for instance, were listed as ‗sucking‘, children as simply ‗playing‘, and newcomers to a 

village as ‗guests‘. 

       क     ,  शश    क         क        ‗        ‘,      क      क    ‗     ‘ औ  ग             

  ग  क      ‗      ‘      क   ग    
 Further confusion arose with the term pesha-i-khud, loosely translated as self-employed. 

pesha-i-khud श   क    क  औ              ,    क       त               -       क        
 क   ग    

 Its frequent appearance left senior officers scratching their heads, unsure of the specific 
occupations it indicated. 

  क     -                           क                 ग  औ       झ           क     क  

   श           क   श  त      
 Neill even documented the enumerators‘ struggle to differentiate between lunatics and idiots, 

wryly noting ‗it having been impossible to separate them, as the enumerators did not 
appreciate the distinction between the two classes‘. 

       ग   क      क                    क           क    क  क      क          क   औ  
        क           , ‗        क    ग क            ,     क ग   क            ग  क      क  
  त  क    झ          ‘ 
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GS Paper 1: Geography 03 September 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

03S9 Godavari reaches north A.P. through Polavaram canal 
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03S9. Godavari reaches north A.P. through Polavaram canal 

             क                                        क     

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu on Wednesday laid out a road map 
for augmenting water supply to the Uttarandhra region through various projects and 

interlinking of rivers. 

        श क           ए .                         क                    औ        क         
      क                               त         क           त त क   

 Releasing the Godavari water to the north Andhra region through the Polavaram Left Main 
Canal at PL Puram village in Anakapalli district on Wednesday, he said: ―I had promised 

to bring the Godavari water to Uttarandhra and fulfilled it,‖ he said. 

        क    क           क    ए                                    क                        
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क              क        त             क  : ―            तक ग       क          क        क      
औ            क  ,‖        क    

 He thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the merger of seven mandals in Telangana 
with Andhra Pradesh, without which Polavaram project would have remained a dream. 

                 क            क                   क    क                         क         

    ,    क                         क              त   
 The project, executed at a cost of ₹4,192 crore, will ensure water for irrigating four lakh 

acres, drinking water to 9.23 lakh people, and will meet the industrial needs of East 
Godavari, Kakinada, Konaseema, Anakapalli, and Visakhapatnam districts. 

 ₹4,192 क    क    गत    क       त                     एक       क         क         औ  
9.23          क               त क  ग  त               , क क     , क      ,   क         
                क  औ    गक     कत    क       क  ग   

 He said 72% of Polavaram project works had been completed by 2019, but the previous 

government had neglected the project. 

        क    क 2019 तक                  क  72% क              क    ,    क          क      
         क        क      

 ―With the blessings of Annavaram Satyanarayana Swamy, we have brought the Godavari 
river water to Anakapalli. 

 ―                       क   श                        क       क       क           
 By next year, water will reach near Simhadri Appanna (Simhachalam in Visakhapatnam) 

and Suryanarayana Swamy at Arasavalli in future, realising the goal of interlinking of the 
Godavari with the Vamsadhara river. 

  ग       तक                   (                        ) क    क  औ           
                               तक       ग ,               क                       क      

  क     ग   
 We will offer ‗Jala Harathi‘ to every acre of land by interlinking the Godavari with the 

Krishna,‖ he said. 

            क  क           क      क  क       क  ‗        ‘     त क  ग ,‖        क    
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03S9 Orthodoxy redux 

       क            
03S9 Can jurists be appointed as Supreme Court judges? 

               क                क           क                क       क     ? 
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03S9.  Orthodoxy redux 

       क            

 Veteran Islamic cleric Kanthapuram A.P. Aboobacker 
Musliar‘s directive to restrict Muslim women‘s participation in public 

celebrations has unsettled Keralam because it strikes at a 
fundamental question: women‘s right to participate in public life. 

                ग   क         ए.  .     क           क         

        क         क              ग      क      त क    क      श    क    

      त        क         ,     क     क      त             क त    : 
       क                 क           क     क    

 This is not merely a quarrel over how Muslims should mark 
Prophet Muhammad‘s 1,501st birth anniversary. 

   क         त क    क                 क          क    ग           क  
1,501           क   क                

 It is a test of how far religious authority can intrude into the 

lives of women in a State that takes pride in its progressive social 
history. 

        त क            क                    क           ग   क    
                  क     क           क           क     तक   त    क  
 कत      

 Kanthapuram says he is merely reminding followers of 
established religious norms. 

क         क  क        क    क              क       त      क         क  
                 

 His supporters argue Milad celebrations have moved beyond 
mosques and madrasas into large public events, and that scholars 
have a duty to caution against such departures. 

  क      क  क  तक      क                     औ            ग    क  
           क        क          क     औ          क             क        
       क    त   ग  क     त क    

 That argument holds no weight. 

   तक              
 Communities have the right to preserve traditions and 

regulate religious practices, but they have to conform to the values 
enshrined in the Constitution. 

        क                क       त क    औ       क       क  
       त क    क     क     ,    क                              क        

       ग   
 When women are told to remain at home because their presence could cause ―chaos‖, the 

issue is no longer about religious observance; it is at variance with constitutional equality 

and Keralam‘s long struggle to expand the space in public life for women disadvantaged by 
social customs and religious traditions. 

                 क     त      क   क        त    ―    कत ‖           कत    ,          घ     
   , त                क      तक     त        त ;            क        त         क    त-

       औ       क                 त         क             क              क     त   क    क  
क    क         घ   क       त     
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 The Muslim community is not a monolith. 

              एक            
 It contains both orthodox and progressive currents. 

                       ,                       
 More Muslim women are breaking barriers in education, employment, politics and public 

life, but that progress is encountering a counter current of renewed orthodoxy and social 

control. 

   क   क                 श  ,    ग  ,       त औ         क                क  त         , 
   क      ग त क                                 क        क    त                   

 The CPI(M), Keralam‘s main Opposition party and a decades-old ally of the Kanthapuram-led 
faction of Samastha Kerala Jamiyyathul Ulama, a body of Sunni scholars, has responded 

sharply. 

क    क                  CPI(M) औ                क    ग        क                  क  
क        -  त         ग   क   शक             ग     त      त        त क      

 The Congress, which leads the ruling coalition, was largely guarded until Chief Minister V.D. 
Satheesan rubbished the decree as antediluvian. 

      ग      क    त    क         क      क    त        क  शत   तक     ,    तक  क          
  .  .                   क                       क  त त                 क        

 The Indian Union Muslim League‘s silence is harder to defend. 

                         क        क       क       क क        
 A party with an active women‘s forum and a woman legislator for the first time in the State 

Assembly cannot equivocate when women‘s right to public participation is open to challenge. 

 क        क     ,    क                        औ                                   क 

           क क         ,         क         क   ग      क     क   क      त                    

             त          
 Its caution may reflect political pressure over Waqf, Vande Mataram and PM-SHRI, or an 

attempt to improve ties with the Kanthapuram faction amid strained relations with the rival 
Samastha faction. 

  क             ,                PM-SHRI क    क        तक      क    त     त क   कत    , 
     त          त ग   क      त               क      क         ग   क                    क          
 कत      

 Whatever the political calculation, silence carries a cost. 

      तक ग                 ,       क  एक क             
 Religious freedom does not confer on religious authorities the right to regulate women‘s 

freedom of movement, association and degree of participation in society. 

     क              क     क    क          क     ग   क    त  त ,       क        औ       

     क    ग      क       क         त क    क     क             क त   
 During Onam, social media were awash with videos of young Muslim girls celebrating the 

harvest festival. 

    क          श                        क                        क                        
 Kanthapuram‘s remarks drew criticism from a section of Muslim women on social media. 

क         क           क    श                           क  एक     क         क        क    
     

 Keralam cannot claim to be progressive while making exceptions for orthodoxy. 

क           क               त           क   ग तश        क            क   कत   
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03S9. Can jurists be appointed as Supreme Court judges? 

               क                क           क                क       क     ? 

 Supreme Court judge Justice Ujjal Bhuyan on Sunday questioned why a constitutional 
provision allowing a ―distinguished jurist‖ to be appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court 

has remained unused for more than 76 years. 

              क         श                                 क             क               

क         श क         क   ―                ‖ क        त क       त                   क        

76           क             त         
 Addressing the 13th convocation of National Law University, Delhi‘s LL.M. programme, 

Justice Bhuyan pointed out that Article 124(3) of the Constitution permits the appointment of a 
person who, in the President‘s opinion, is a ―distinguished jurist‖ as a Supreme Court 

judge. 

                       ,       क  LL.M. क      क  13        त        क        त क त      

       त              त     क         क          124(3)         त क                क  
       श क             त क    क       त   त    ,          त क         ―                ‖     

 However, no legal academic has so far been elevated to the top court under this provision. 

      क,    तक           क  त त  क                   क                        त      
 क   ग       

What does the Constitution stipulate? 

                        ? 

 Article 124(3) of the Constitution lays down three routes through which a person may qualify 
for appointment as a Supreme Court judge — a person must have served as a High Court 
judge for at least five years, practised as an advocate of a High Court for at least 10 years, or 
be, in the opinion of the President, a ―distinguished jurist‖. 

        क          124(3) त         ग         त क त        क           क       त       

        क         श क              त क               कत     —  क       त    क -  -क       

    तक             क         श क        क     क     , क -  -क  10     तक  क       

                त  क         क  त क    ,          त क            ―                ‖     
 The provision, however, does not define who qualifies as a ―distinguished jurist‖ or 

prescribe any minimum period of professional experience for such a person. 
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      क,                            क     क ―  त   त         ‖ क        क          ग         
    त क       क       त          क       क              त      क त   

 Its inclusion as a separate category nevertheless indicates that the framers contemplated a 
route to the Supreme Court beyond the conventional pathways of judicial service and legal 
practice, potentially opening the door to eminent legal scholars and academics. 

      ,  क   ग      क          क       श      क त   त      क              त            क      
औ  क            क         क   ग       ग                क         क  एक      क     क     
क    ,         त   त              औ   श       क            त         ग       कत      

What do Constituent Assembly debates reflect? 

            क                    ? 

 The ―distinguished jurist‖ category was added to the list of persons eligible for appointment 

to the Supreme Court in the draft Constitution. 

―                ‖ क       क                                         त क              त   
क               ग       

 The Constituent Assembly debates reflect that this was intended to bring diversity in 
professional backgrounds among those appointed to the Bench of the Supreme Court. 

            क                 त      क   क                       क                        
क          क                              

 Moving the amendment on May 24, 1949, Constituent Assembly member H.V. Kamath said it 
sought ―to open a wider field of choice‖ for Supreme Court appointments. 

24    1949 क    श      त त क त                  क       ए .  . क       क    क   क         

                       त   क      ―    क      क          ‖     
 He noted that persons with ―outstanding legal and juristic learning‖ were ―not necessarily 

confined to judges or advocates‖, pointing to the selection of judges of the International Court 
of Justice on similar terms. 

       क    क ―  क    क                       ‖               त ―    क              श  
        त    तक     त        त ‖, औ              क   क  शत                        क  
          क      क         क    

 The Constituent Assembly debates also referred to the appointment of Felix Frankfurter to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 

            क                   क     क       क                         त क           

 क   ग    
 In 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed Frankfurter, who had been a professor at 

Harvard Law School for 25 years, as an Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. 

1939          त   क      .             क     क       क                क                

     त  क  ,    25     तक            क                     
 Justice Frankfurter went on to become a noted advocate of the doctrine of judicial restraint — 

the principle that courts should respect the domain of the elected legislature and the 
executive, and exercise restraint in interfering with their decisions. 

       त     क      ग    क       क      क          क           क     —          त    त     
 क          क         त       क  औ  क       क  क      क        क          त     क         
     त    क त             त          

 Assembly member M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar cited Justice Frankfurter‘s appointment as 
a ―novel experiment‖ that had worked well, noting that legal expertise was not confined to 

practising lawyers or judges. 

            क       ए .                            त     क     क        त क   क ―     
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    ‖  त   ,              , औ  क    क क        श   त  क     क  त क              त       
       श  तक     त          

Can a ‗distinguished jurist‘ be appointed as a High Court judge? 

     क   ‗                ‘ क              क                   क       क     ? 

 The Constituent Assembly had also considered allowing ―distinguished jurists‖ to be 

appointed as High Court judges. 

               ―                  ‖ क              क         श क             त क    क  
     त                   क       

 On June 7, 1949, Professor Shibban Lal Saksena moved an amendment proposing their 
inclusion among those eligible for appointment to a High Court. 

7     1949 क                              क   श      त त  क  ,                           
      त क              त      श     क    क    त       

 The proposal, however, was not accepted. 

      क,      त      क         क   ग    
 Nearly three decades later, the Constitution (Forty-second Amendment) Act, 1976, enacted 

during the Emergency, amended Article 217, which lays down the qualifications for 
appointment as a High Court judge. 

 ग ग त    शक    ,    तक   क                त         (                )        , 

1976            217      श     क  ,                क         श क              त क      

    त           त क त      
 The amendment allowed a person who was, in the opinion of the President, a ―distinguished 

jurist‖ to be appointed to a High Court. 

     श               त क                      त क    क       त   ,          त क         
―                ‖     

 The provision came into force in January 1977 but was omitted by the Constitution (Forty-
fourth Amendment) Act, 1978. 

                1977      ग     ,    क          (                )        , 1978           
         ग    

What limits the use of this provision? 

          क        क            क      ? 

 Despite being part of the Constitution since its inception, the provision has never been 
invoked. 

        क                क             क        ,           क  क               क           
 Supreme Court judges have overwhelmingly been appointed from among High Court judges, 

with only 11 advocates directly elevated from the Bar. 

              क         श  क        त     त              क                        ,    क 

क    11      त    क                                    त  क   ग       
 The appointment process itself may also help explain why the provision has remained 

unused, since a jurist would first have to be recommended by the Supreme Court Collegium. 

      त                    झ           त  क   कत      क               क त           , 
    क  क            क      क                     क                    श क         ग   

 Legal scholar Upendra Baxi, whose possible appointment to the court never materialised, 
described the provision as a ―dead issue‖ in a 2015 interview with LiveLaw. 
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                     ,    क                   त       त क     क           ,    2015    
LiveLaw क       क      क                क  ―         ‖  त        

 Another concern is that legal academics may lack courtroom and procedural experience. 

 क        त         क                                      क       क           कत      
 However, full-time law teachers themselves face restrictions on practising as advocates. 

      क,     क   क       श क  क               क         क    क               क        क    
  त      

 Under Rule 49 of the Bar Council of India Rules, an advocate who takes up full-time salaried 
employment must cease to practise while such employment continues. 

    क       ऑ               क       49 क  त त,     क   क   त   ग     ग      क   क         
     त  क        क             क         क  त क        क      त      

 In 2019, the Consortium of National Law Universities sought a relaxation of this restriction to 
allow full-time faculty to practise in courts and bridge the divide between ―law in books‖ and 
―law in action‖. 

2019    क         ऑ                               त                क     ग क , त  क     क   क 

  क                     क  त क   क  औ  ― क     क    ‖     ―          क    ‖ क      क  
  त  क       क   
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03S9. Constitutional faultlines in FCRA Bill 

FCRA      क            क           

 It is hard to deny that the state has a legitimate concern in regulating foreign contributions in 
India, as foreign donations raise issues concerning national security, transparency in 

democracy, and public accountability. 

     त      क   क    क        क    त        श    श    क         त क            क   क     

        ,     क     श                     ,   कत           श त  औ         क                   त 

              त      
 For decades, the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act has been the instrument through 

which this interest has been pursued. 

 शक                   (       )                           क                त क   ग  
      ग       

 However, the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026 raises a different 
question altogether. 

      क,               (       )             क, 2026  क    क     ग        त      
 It goes beyond regulating foreign contributions, to the extent to which the state may intervene 

in assets and institutional activities associated with them. 

       श    श    क              ग    क         तक      त      क                 त         
                         क       तक   त    क   कत      

 The fundamental issue, therefore, is not a debate between civil society and national security. 

     ,      त            क                      क                   
 It is about where the State, in pursuit of its legitimate regulatory goal, may cross the boundary 

from regulating foreign contributions to exercising undue executive control over the 
institutions that receive them. 

        त          त     क                    क        क       क त              क  क        क  
 कत    ,                    क              ग    क             त क                           

क   क                त क     ग   
 The Bill‘s most important aspect is a statutory framework for the vesting, supervision, 

management and disposal of foreign contributions and assets through a ‗Designated 
Authority‘. 

     क क                     ‗          क  ‘ क               श    श    औ          क  
     क  ,        ,                 क       क       क       त     क        

 Where an organisation‘s FCRA certificate is cancelled, surrendered or ceases to exist, 
including due to non-renewal, the Central government may appoint an authority to which the 
foreign contribution and assets created from it may vest provisionally. 

      क     ग   क  FCRA            क         त    ,      त क         त               त    
  त    ,            क          क  क        त         श       ,      क     क    क         क   

क        त क   कत               श    श    औ            त                             क     
 कत      

 The measure is framed as an accountability mechanism to prevent the diversion or abuse of 
such properties. 

        क              क                   क    क   क       क          त   क          त त 

 क   ग       

Expansion of statutory consequences 

      क         क         
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 However, the constitutional difficulty lies elsewhere. 

      क,         क क      क    औ      त     
 The FCRA has always empowered the state to scrutinise foreign funding. 

FCRA       श       क                 क      -      क    क     क            
 If there are any violations in this regard, registrations can be withdrawn, cancellation can 

follow continuing non-compliance, and penalties can attach to the diversion or 
misappropriation of foreign contributions. 

                क       घ    त    , त      क                 कत    ,     त            क       
    क        क       कत     औ      श    श    क                           ग        कत      

 The Bill, however, represents a significant expansion of the statutory consequences that can 
follow the loss of FCRA registration. 

      क,         क FCRA     क       त      क                            क         क  
                क    त       क त      

 Importantly, the existing FCRA law already contains a provision for vesting assets created 
from foreign funds upon cancellation. 

              ,        FCRA क                       क                   श                 त 

        क       क   क             
 What is new is the detailed statutory framework for their provisional vesting, possession, 

management, restoration and ultimately, permanent vesting and disposal. 

           क   क              क  , क   ,      ,           औ    तत             क       
       क         त त       क         त   त  क   ग       

 In case of cancellation, surrender, or cessation of registration, the government may, through 
the Designated Authority, take possession of and manage assets created from foreign 
contributions and, where considered necessary or expedient in the public interest, undertake 
the management of the concerned organisation‘s activities. 

    क           ,      त  क              त      क      त   ,   क             क   क        

       श    श            त         क  क        कत     औ    क        क   कत     त            
             क                   ,            त   ग   क  ग त       क                    

       कत      
 This is not merely a change in administrative policy; it raises a constitutional question about 

the extent to which a statute regulating foreign contributions may permit executive authorities 
to assume possession and, in specified circumstances, management of institutional assets 
and activities. 

   क          क                        ;     क         क        त      क     श    श    क  
       त क         क     क   क        क    क   क       तक      गत         औ  ग त       
क  क         त                  त        क                क       त     कत      

 Even if the dichotomy between ownership and custody may have some legal relevance, its 
practical consequences are not. 

                         क        त  क  क   क               कत    ,    क    क          क 

                 त           
 An entity whose success is dependent on the continuity of management will place greater 

emphasis on control than ownership. 

          क     त        क                    क त    ,            क  त               क  
   क        ग   

 Ownership may remain formally undisturbed, but a change in management control 
fundamentally alters the relationship between the institution and the state. 

        औ     क             त     कत    ,    क                                औ       क  
          क                  त      
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 A hospital, school or laboratory is not made effective by ownership alone; it depends on its 
independence to administer, for charitable ends, what it owns. 

 क         ,                     क      श  त  क                      त        त ;       

  त          क त      क                              क      क            क    ए             
      क   क   

Evaluation of proportionality 

       क   क        क  

 This is where the doctrine of constitutional proportionality may be relevant. 

             क        क   क          क       गकत         त      
 The Supreme Court has repeatedly held that even where the state pursues a legitimate 

objective, the means it adopts must bear a reasonable connection to that objective and must 
maintain an appropriate balance between the public purpose and the burden imposed on 
rights. 

                    -    क       क              क              क     त क    क       क      
  ,   क              ग        क            क                            औ           त क  
       त      क        ग   ग      क         त   त                     

 The amendment raises difficult questions when measured against the said rationale. 

  त तक  क                क  क            श    क           त      
 If the consequence of losing FCRA registration is the provisional vesting of assets in, and 

potentially the management of institutional activities by a government-appointed authority, the 
safeguards attending that transfer must be commensurately robust. 

    FCRA     क        क                 क   क     क         त     क             
     क   औ        त            गत ग त       क    क                , त       त  त      
      त                                         

 Therefore, the Bill warrants scrutiny of the extent of the discretion delegated to the executive, 
the safeguards governing its exercise and the standards applicable to decisions concerning 
possession, management, and permanent vesting. 

     ,      क    क       क  क        क  ग      क   क   क      ,   क     ग क        त क    
               त   क   ,       औ            तक            त             ग               क  क  
ग            क     

 The Bill provides for the restoration of assets when registration is obtained, renewed, or 
restored within the prescribed period, as well as mechanisms for revision and judicial appeal. 

     क           त      क    त      क      त     ,      क त                  त                 
क            क           ,                औ       क      क  त            क    ग      

 The constitutional question is whether these safeguards are sufficiently clear, timely and 
effective. 

        क            क                                  ,                     
 This concern becomes more significant against the broader regulatory landscape. 

    क      क        क     त            त  औ     क               त      
 Over the past decade, thousands of FCRA registrations have ceased to operate for reasons 

ranging from non-renewal to alleged statutory violations. 

       शक          FCRA     क        क               क  क  त       क     घ   तक क  
       क                   ग      

 While many regulatory actions may be justified, the Bill may increase the consequences 
arising from the cessation of registration. 

      क       क क             त     कत    ,    क       क     क       त                    
             क       क       
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 What might previously have been limited to the loss of eligibility to receive foreign funds 
could, under the proposed framework, extend to provisional management and, if registration 
is not restored within the prescribed period, permanent vesting and disposal of assets. 

       त      क                     क    क                   तक     त     कत    ,    

  त   त       क  त त              तक    त   त     कत     औ             त      क    त  
    क              क     त    , त          क             क             तक        कत      

 None of this suggests that the government lacks the authority to strengthen financial oversight 
or ensure that funds from abroad are used for lawful and proper ends. 

         क        त क                   क   क   क                    क        क          

       त क    क     क            क     श        त        क      ग क                      क  
     क        

 But in a constitutional order, any regime that reaches into the management of civil society‘s 
institutional infrastructure must operate within clear legislative standards. 

   क   क         क             ग  क      क       गत       क        तक               क      
       क                 क  क    त  क    क           

 Ultimately, the constitutional question posed by the FCRA Amendment Bill is not whether 
foreign contributions should be regulated, but how far the state may go in regulating 
institutions and their assets. 

  तत , FCRA   श         क             ग           क                  क     श    श    क  
       त  क                     ,    क        क         औ    क          क         त क    
         क         क     क       
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03S9.  ‗Bihar‘s concerns on Ganga treaty will be considered‘ 

 ‗                   क                    क     ए  ‘ 

 External Affairs Minister writes to JD(U) MP Sanjay Jha after he complained that treaty 
between India and Bangladesh had ‗negatively impacted‘ Bihar; Jha has said pact should 

not be renewed 

                   क                       ‗ क     क     ‘      क   शक  त क          श         
                   क         ; झ     क       क   झ त  क       क         क              

 India will decide on the renewal of the 1996 Ganga Water Treaty while keeping Bihar‘s 
interests in consideration, stated External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in a recent letter to 
Janata Dal (United) MP Sanjay Jha who had called upon the government not to renew the 

treaty, asserting that it had ―negatively impacted‖ the State. 

     श      ए .     क       त     (        ) क                क               क       क    क 

   त       क       क            त      1996 क               क       क              ग ; झ     
   क त        क           क       क        क    क       क       क              ― क     क 

    ‖         
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 The India-Bangladesh Ganga Water Treaty will expire on December 31, 2026. 

     -                       क       31       , 2026 क      त       ग   
 Renewal of the treaty is one of the major items on this year‘s diplomatic calendar of the two 

countries. 

      क       क          श  क         क  क      क क      क                    क     
 Responding to Mr. Jaishankar‘s letter dated August 28, Mr. Jha expressed the hope that the 

Government of India will factor in Bihar‘s interests ―fully and fairly‖ while going ahead with 

the treaty. 

      श क  क  28      क          त       त         झ      श     त क   क    त   क        क  
          ग    त            क       क  ―                       ‖            ग   

 ―Bihar is not seeking a favour. 

 ―      क     श   क            ग         
 We are asking only for what our own scientific assessment establishes, so that 13 crore 

people are not left short of water for drinking, irrigation and industrial supply for another 
30 years,‖ Mr. Jha said. 

    क           ग       ,                       क  क        त क त    , त  क 13 क         क  
 ग   30     तक      ,                 क        क           क  क   क          क       ,‖ 
   झ     क    

Consultations held 

                कए  ए 

 In the letter to Mr. Jha, Mr. Jaishankar said: ―We fully understand your concerns regarding the 
Ganga Water Treaty. 

    झ  क                  श क     क  : ―                क             क     त    क       त   

  झत      
 I would like to bring to your attention that under the leadership of the Jal Shakti Ministry, 

interministerial consultations involving relevant stakeholders have taken place to ensure 

broad-based consultation on the future of the treaty.‖ 

      क          त   क      क   त क         ग   क      क               क     श         त 

क    क                     क    त             त   त   क  क  श     क त          -        
            त  क  ग     ‖ 

 He added that an authorised representative of the Government of Bihar participated in 
the inter-ministerial consultations held on August 22, 2023, October 30, 2023, March 15, 
2024, and on May 31, 2024. 

         ग  क    क         क   क  एक    क              22     , 2023, 30       , 2023, 15 

    , 2024    31   , 2024 क       त   त -            श       ग          
 ―The government will take the appropriate decision while keeping these factors in focus,‖ 

said Mr. Jaishankar regarding the renewal of the treaty. 

      क       क   क                श क     क  , ―  क      क  क  क            त           

        ग  ‖ 
 Earlier Mr. Jha, who was the Bihar Water Resources Minister from 2021 to 2024, had 

strongly opposed the renewal of the treaty, arguing that it had hurt Bihar‘s interests. 

          , 2021    2024  क       क                        झ        तक    त           क  
     क   क  क          क       क            क    त  क    क               

 In his remarks to The Hindu, he had described the treaty, which was signed during the first 
prime ministerial tenure of Sheikh Hasina in 1996, as a remnant of the ‗Gujral Doctrine‘ 
era that projected a generous image of India but did not serve Bihar‘s interests. 

              त  त           1996              क                  क   क          त    त         
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क  ‗              ‘ क      क    श    त      ,          त क             त त क ,    क        क  
  त  क     त        क   

 Mr. Jha had said that ―if you look at the data in the last 30 years of the treaty being in place, 
you can clearly see that the interests of Bihar have been negatively impacted‖, and argued 

that India should allow the treaty to expire. 

    झ     क       क ―              ग       क        30     क    क   क      , त                
     कत      क       क    त      क     क            ‖, औ         तक           क    त क       क  
         त                  

 Apart from objection from Mr. Jha, the treaty is also in focus because of the lack of top-level 
political meetings between India and Bangladesh. 

    झ  क       क    त   त,                   क          -             क    क  क       क  
क                           

 India and Bangladesh were in talks for a New Delhi visit by Prime Minister Tarique 
Rahman, but the talks broke down over a virtual press conference by deposed Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina at the Foreign Correspondents Club in New Delhi on August 5. 

    त औ          श क                   क       क                क    क    त  त          , 
   क  5      क                      क                                            क  
                        क    क       त  त     ग   
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03S9. Early Harvest‘ — larger but not necessarily safer 

‗          ‘ —     क,    क             क    क           

 On August 25, 2026, in Beijing, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and China‘s Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi held the 25th round of talks between the Special Representatives (SRs) on 
the India-China boundary question. 

25  ग त, 2026 क       ग                     क              औ      क      श                 
    -                  श     त       (SRs) क      25       क    त   क   

 That evening‘s readouts from both sides were anodyne and notably avoided a phrase that 
has dominated this discussion for a year: early harvest. 

   श                        क  ग                  औ           श            श          
       क  ,        क                       त                 :             

 A day later, the two sides released an ―Eight Points of Outcomes and Consensus‖. 

 क        ,             ―                क          ‖       क   
 Point 3 restored and enhanced the phrase: the Expert Group on Boundary Delimitation and 

the Working Group on Border Management, set up under the Working Mechanism for 
Consultation and Coordination (WMCC) a year ago, would ―respectively advance 

discussions on an Early and Substantial Harvest of boundary delimitation and Border 
Management‖. 

      3       श       क       श     क त      औ     त     त      क   ग    क                 
            औ                क        ,        क                 ए         क    ए क        

(WMCC) क  त त      त  क   ग     , ―  श               औ             क               ए   

                         क   ग       ग  ‖ 
 Their first task, it adds, is to agree on their own terms of reference, one year after they were 

constituted, suggesting that whatever is being contemplated remains at an early stage 

      ग  क   ग       क   क       क        -          -    (Terms of Reference)       त 

       ,    क   क  ग   क   क       त   क    ,         क त    त      क              क          
  ,              क            

An uncertain Early Harvest 

एक                    

 The phrase ―Early and Substantial Harvest‖ is significant because it is India‘s own coinage. 

―    ए                   ‖ श                       क       त            ग   ग      
 When Beijing first proposed settling the Sikkim Sector alone, India‘s considered response, 

around 2019, was a counter-proposal on an ―Early and Substantial Harvest‖ covering the 
Sikkim Sector together with the entire Middle Sector, with the boundary delineated along the 
watershed. 

        ग             क        क        क         क    त      , त   ग ग 2019       त क  
         क    ग    त      क ―              श         ‖          त-  त     ,           क  

      क     -                   क  श      क   ग      औ       क                 क क      

 क            
 China rejected the proposal. 

            त   क      क   क        
 In subsequent discussions on an ―Early Harvest,‖ China reportedly agreed only to include 

the Sikkim Sector and some undisputed areas of the Middle Sector — a proposal that was 
unacceptable to India. 

  क      ―          ‖                 , क  त           क        क        औ            क  
क                 क  श     क          त     —      त      त क         क             
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 The exact Indian formulation has now resurfaced in a joint document. 

   त         त त        क श           क                                       
 This could mean that Beijing has accepted India‘s terms — which this writer doubts — as that 

would involve China giving up its claim to approximately 2,450 square kilometres of 
territory in the Middle Sector, all south of the watershed boundary (Barahoti, Giu-Kaurik, 

Nilang-Jadhang, Sangcha Malla, and Lapthal). 

  क             कत      क      ग       त क  शत     क   क        —              क क           
—     क     क           क                ग ग 2,450      क                              
   ग ,         क              क      क             त    (        ,  ग -क   क,      ग-    ग, 

   ग        औ       )  
 It could equally mean something the Indian side had rejected earlier: an ―agreement with 

holes‖, a settlement nominally covering both sectors but confined to stretches where the 
claims already coincide, leaving the trijunctions and contested pockets of the Middle Sector 
undefined. 

  क                           कत      क                          त                  क   क  
       :  क ―              ‖,     त       झ त                              क  क   क त  
  ,    क  क            तक     त                  क                         ,    क   -      औ  
          क        त       क          त               

 If that is the case, we will have the same asymmetric outcome as with a Sikkim-only 
settlement — India conceding ground where its position is strong, without any progress in the 
Eastern and Western Sectors, where China maintains its hardline position, ―dong tiao xi 
rang‖, meaning ―meaningful adjustments by India in the East and corresponding concessions 

by China in the West‖. 

          , त          क -क                                    त   ग  —    त            
         त       ग         क         त   ,    क      औ                   क    ग त        ग , 
              क      , ―dong tiao xi rang‖,        त    ,    क         ―           त       
    क         औ                       क             त  ‖ 

 It would also jettison a key provision (Article III) of the 2005 Agreement on Political 
Parameters and Guiding Principles for the Settlement of the India-China Boundary, 
which calls for a ―package settlement …covering all sectors of the India-China 
boundary‖, opting instead to bank the easy gains immediately while leaving the hard issues 

open on China‘s terms. 

   2005 क      -         क         क    ए        क                   क                 
       क   क                 (        III) क        ग   ग ,       ―    -         क      
       क  क   क         एक   क         ‖ क         क   ग     ;   क      ,         

         क  त क        त क    क    क       ग ,    क क          क      क  शत              

  ग   
 The package clause exists precisely because the boundary‘s four sectors are strategically 

interlinked, requiring cross-sector give and take. 

  क            क     क                 क      क                  तक                         
औ    क         क             क         -    ए          क         क      कत      

No open-and-shut case 

   क                          

 The Sikkim Sector is also not the open-and-shut case that some suggest. 

    क                                   ,       क क     ग       त त क त      
 The two sides agree that the Anglo-Chinese Convention of 1890 is the ―basis of the 

alignment‖ of the boundary in this sector. 
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             त       त     क 1890 क  ए    -       क                     क  ―       क  
    ‖     

 However, Article I of the Convention contains two stipulations that are mutually contradictory.  

      क, क   श  क          I           शत    ,                         
 Its first sentence makes the watershed crest the boundary, while its second names Mount 

Gipmochi as the starting point on the Bhutan frontier. 

  क                 -     क क            क             ग     ,    क                          
                 क        क        त    ग       

 Yet, British Indian maps of 1907 and 1913 placed the trijunction not at Gipmochi but roughly 
6.5 kilometres to its north, on the true watershed crest. 

      , 1907 औ  1913 क                            -   श  क                 ,    क   क  
 ग ग 6.5  क                 त  क   -     क  श       श     ग       

 India and Bhutan read the watershed principle as controlling and place the trijunction at 
Batang La; China seizes on the literal reference to Gipmochi to push the trijunction 
southwards, onto the Jampheri Ridge. 

   त औ          -     क         क        क    त     औ    -   श  क                  त 

क त    ;             क             क          क    -   श  क       क                तक 

        क       क त      
 A Sikkim delimitation built on the 1890 text, unless it repudiates Gipmochi, would be read by 

Beijing as conceding the southern trijunction. 

1890 क              त     क      -       ,    तक  क            क        क      क     

क  ,      ग               -   श  क     क   क    क                ग   
 Even a trijunction-reserved settlement would strip India of the standing to counsel Bhutan 

against a bilateral deal, having itself settled out of turn nearby. 

     तक  क   -   श  क       त   त       क   ग     झ त        त क        क   क           

  झ त  क                  क      त        त क    ग ,     क    त           क  त                 
      त       झ त  क         ग   

 China‘s ―package proposal‖ to Bhutan — relinquishing roughly 495 sq km of claims in the 
north in exchange for Bhutan ceding about 269 sq km in the northwest, including the Doklam 
Plateau — would gain fresh momentum, deepening China‘s presence in the Chumbi Valley 
and opening a path to the Jampheri Ridge, from which the entire Siliguri Corridor, India‘s sole 
overland link to its northeastern States, would come under direct observation. 

      क          क  ―  क        ‖ —         ग ग 495  ग   क   क       क        क             

         -          ग ग 269  ग   क      ,         क            श       ,     क        — 

   ग त    त क  ग ,                         क          औ  ग      ग  त              तक       क  
  ग      ग ,                         क      ,       त क                    क   क       -     त 

   क    ,        ग     क            ग   
 This is not hypothetical: since the 2017 Doklam standoff, China has spent years building 

roads, villages, and military facilities across western Bhutan, gaining de facto control over 
Doklam. 

   क   क     क     त        : 2017 क    क           क                                  क , 
ग    औ                               त      त     क             क           त क           

 A genuine ―Early and Substantial Harvest‖ requires three things. 

 क    त  क ―      क                    ‖ क      त            क     
 First, delineation must proceed on the highest-watershed principle across the entire stretch in 

both sectors, rather than selectively along segments where the two positions already 
converge, which would serve no purpose for India. 

    ,           क          त              -     क         क              -     क          
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          ,    क क                                            क      त                क-         
   त    ,     क         त क  क              ग   

 Second, trijunction points, at Batang La and any comparable third-country-adjacent points in 
the Middle Sector, must be explicitly excluded from the Expert Group‘s mandate and settled 
only in consultation with the country concerned, as stipulated in the 2012 Common 
Understanding between the two SRs. 

     ,   -             ,      ग    त               क            त त  -  श-    क        क  
  श         क     क  -                                      औ  2012         SRs क          

  झ    झ त  क               त   श क      श          क           क               
 However, unless the highest-watershed principle is accepted, silence on the trijunction will, on 

the ground, be filled in Beijing‘s favour in Bhutan. 

      क,    तक         -     क         क     क         क     त , त  तक   -   श         

क      त                 त          ग क                 ग   
 Third, the terms of reference for the Expert Group must extend India‘s 2019 proposal in good 

faith, rather than dilute it beyond recognition. 

त    ,   श         क        क      क     त क  2019 क    त   क          क       ग        
     ,    क           तक क     क              क   क                   त         

 Several questions about these negotiations remain unanswered. 

     त              त क                         
 The Chinese readout of August 25 reiterates a commitment to a ―package‖ settlement, but 

how will that commitment be reconciled with a piecemeal approach to settlement? 

25  ग त क          क   क          ―  क  ‖   झ त  क    त   त   त         ग    ,    क     

  त   त  क    झ त  क    क       कए               क   क      क                 त  क   
   ग ? 

 How is the setting up of an Expert Group on Delimitation consistent with the instructions given 
to the SRs in Article X of the 2005 Agreement, which require them to ―continue consultations 
in an earnest manner with the objective of arriving at an agreed framework for a boundary 
settlement, which will provide the basis for the delineation and demarcation of the India-China 
boundary to be subsequently undertaken by civil and military officials and surveyors of the 
two sides‖? 

    -            क   श         क         2005 क    झ त  क          X    SRs क      ग  

    श  क        क      ,    क  त त      ―       झ त  क       क    त       तक         क         

   ग    त         श              ,     ग           क    ग  क औ          क      त       क  
         त-         क      -        औ       क  क            क  ग ‖? 

 There is no agreed framework yet, but it is proposed to commence the process of 
―delimitation‖, a term that the Chinese use interchangeably with ―demarcation‖. 

    तक क                     ,    क  ―    -       ‖ क        श   क    क    त     ,    क      
      श   क     ग ―     क ‖ क                          क त      

 Indeed, the 2005 Agreement does not use the term ―delimitation‖ at all. 

   त    , 2005 क    झ त     ―delimitation‖ श   क     ग    क         क   ग       
 Will the SRs earnestly pursue negotiations on the ―agreed framework‖, or will they, in effect, 

leave it in abeyance while officials grapple with a partial delimitation exercise without such a 
framework? 

    SRs ―          ‖    ग    त       त    ग       ग ,                      त       ग ,    क 

   क              क          शक     -                   झत     ग ? 

 The other elements of the Eight Points — additional meeting points and hotlines for the 
General Level Mechanisms in the Eastern and Middle Sectors, continued pilgrimage and 
border trade, and a September meeting on trans-border rivers — are useful, incremental 
confidence-building measures. 
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              क      त   —      औ                      त  क  त    क        त   त    क       
औ         , त        औ              क      त त  त       -               त          क — 

    ग  औ     क       -                
 But they belong to a different track from boundary settlement and should not be conflated in 

public discussion. 

   क                                      त    औ         क                                 
            

 The Eight Points are silent on the Medog County project on the Yarlung Tsangpo River, while 
referring to both sides agreeing to ―maintain communication on (trans-border river) issues, 
including hydrological data sharing and renewal of the relevant MoUs‖, without reporting any 
progress. 

                                           क               क                 ,    क           
          ―  -      क   क   क    झ  क    औ        त   झ त        (MoUs) क       क   

   त (    -       )                         ‖        त क          ,    क   क    ग त क  
   क            ग      

 The September meeting should convey India‘s concerns about the project — the world‘s 
largest hydropower plant — being built close to the border in the Eastern Sector, in a highly 
earthquake-prone zone, a risk underscored by the flash floods in Nepal on August 26. 

  त    क     क       त क              क    क          त       त क          —        क  
                       ,                     क    क       क   क  -      श                   
      ;          क  26  ग त क                  क        औ        कत  क       

Avoid optics 

                    

 Two points bear reiteration. 

           क              क     
 First, the 2005 agreement — the only substantive outcome of 23 years of SR talks — must 

not be diluted; China has sought to reinterpret and undermine it since its conclusion. 

    , 2005 क         — SR   त     क  23     क   क               — क           क        
     ;          क             क              क             क    औ      क     क    क       

 क       
 Second, Indian negotiators must guard against the temptation to project contrived progress. 

     ,    त     त  क    क  क                            क    क                              
 Diplomacy that trades long-term strategic interests for short-term optics is self-defeating. 

   क     त    क   क        क    ए     क   क       क      क       क त    ,      तत  
   घ त         त      

 

India–China Boundary: Historical 

Evolution, British-Era Boundary Lines 

and Agreements 

1. Why is the India–China Boundary Question 
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Complicated? 

• The India–China boundary is one of the most important unresolved territorial 

questions in Asia. 

• The Ministry of Home Affairs describes India's border with China as approximately 

3,488 km, running along Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and 

Arunachal Pradesh.  

• India and China have not concluded a mutually accepted final boundary settlement 

for the entire frontier. 

• India maintains that its boundary is based on customary and traditional alignment, 

geographical principles, treaties and agreements, and historical usage and practice. 

• China maintains that much of the boundary was never formally delimited and disputes 

India's interpretation of the traditional boundary in important sectors.  

• The present boundary problem cannot be understood without distinguishing four 

different concepts: International Boundary, Line of Actual Control (LAC), British-

era proposed boundary lines, and historical treaties/conventions. 

2. Three Major Sectors of the India–China Boundary 

Western Sector 

• The Western Sector broadly concerns Ladakh and the adjoining Xinjiang and Tibet 

regions. 

• The principal territorial dispute in this sector concerns Aksai Chin. 

• India regards Aksai Chin as part of the Union Territory of Ladakh. 

• China controls Aksai Chin. 

• According to the Government of India, China is in occupation of approximately 38,000 

sq km of Indian territory in Ladakh.  

• This sector is historically associated particularly with the Johnson Line, Johnson–

Ardagh Line and Macartney–MacDonald Line. 

Middle or Central Sector 

• The Middle Sector concerns the boundary adjoining Himachal Pradesh and 

Uttarakhand. 

• It is considerably smaller and historically less contentious than the Western and Eastern 
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sectors. 

• Important areas traditionally discussed in this sector include Barahoti in Uttarakhand 

and certain smaller areas along the Himachal Pradesh frontier. 

Eastern Sector 

• The Eastern Sector primarily concerns Arunachal Pradesh and the Tibet 

Autonomous Region. 

• The major historical boundary associated with this sector is the McMahon Line. 

• India considers Arunachal Pradesh an integral part of India. 

• China disputes approximately 90,000 sq km in the Eastern Sector, substantially 

corresponding to Arunachal Pradesh.  

3. British India's Boundary Problem 

• During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, British India was concerned about 

the northern frontier because of the geopolitical rivalry commonly called the Great 

Game. 

• British policymakers were particularly concerned about possible Russian influence 

expanding towards Central Asia, Xinjiang and Tibet. 

• The British therefore attempted at different times to define strategically favourable 

boundaries along India's northern frontier. 

• However, British policy was not consistent. 

• Different British officials proposed different lines according to changing strategic 

calculations. 

• This explains why several different boundary lines appear in the historical record. 

4. Johnson Line – 1865 

• The earliest major British proposal relevant to the Aksai Chin dispute is generally 

known as the Johnson Line. 

• It is associated with W. H. Johnson, an official of the Survey of India. 

• In 1865, Johnson proposed a boundary placing Aksai Chin within the princely state of 

Jammu and Kashmir. 

• Under this conception, the boundary ran considerably farther north and east than some 

later British proposals. 
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• It placed the Kunlun Mountains broadly along the northern frontier of Kashmir, 

thereby leaving most or essentially all of Aksai Chin on the Kashmir side. 

Why was the Johnson Line important? 

• The line represented a relatively forward British claim. 

• From the British strategic perspective, a farther-north boundary provided a larger buffer 

against possible external expansion towards Kashmir. 

• However, the Johnson Line was essentially a British cartographic/administrative 

proposal. 

• It was not a bilateral boundary treaty concluded between Britain and Qing China. 

UPSC Trap 

• Johnson Line = Western Sector = Aksai Chin = placed Aksai Chin on the 

Kashmir/British Indian side. 

5. Johnson–Ardagh Line 

• The Johnson–Ardagh Line was a later strategic development of the Johnson approach. 

• It became associated particularly with Major-General Sir John Charles Ardagh, who 

served as Director of Military Intelligence. 

• During the 1890s, especially around 1897, Ardagh advocated a forward strategic 

boundary broadly following the Kunlun mountain range. 

• This approach again placed Aksai Chin within the territory claimed for Jammu and 

Kashmir/British India. 

Why did Ardagh support it? 

• British strategists were concerned about Russian expansion and influence in Central 

Asia. 

• Ardagh believed that a defensible frontier should be located farther north. 

• The Kunlun Mountains provided a strong geographical barrier. 

• Therefore, strategic defence rather than simply administrative convenience strongly 

influenced this proposal. 

Johnson Line vs Johnson–Ardagh Line 

• They are frequently discussed together because both represented broadly forward 
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British claims and placed Aksai Chin on the Kashmir side. 

• The Johnson Line originated with W. H. Johnson's mid-nineteenth-century survey 

work. 

• The Johnson–Ardagh formulation represented a later strategic 

endorsement/refinement of a broadly similar northern boundary concept. 

6. Macartney–MacDonald Line – 1899 

• Britain later considered a significantly different boundary proposal. 

• This became known as the Macartney–MacDonald Line. 

• It is associated with George Macartney, the British representative at Kashgar, and Sir 

Claude MacDonald, the British Minister in Beijing. 

• In 1899, the British government formally communicated a proposed boundary 

settlement to the Qing government. 

What did the Macartney–MacDonald proposal do? 

• Unlike the Johnson–Ardagh approach, it did not place all of Aksai Chin on the 

Kashmir side. 

• It proposed a compromise in which much of the Aksai Chin plateau would lie on the 

Chinese side, while territory farther west/southwest associated with the Karakoram 

system would remain on the Kashmir side. 

• The proposal therefore represented a less expansive British claim than the Johnson–

Ardagh Line. 

Why did British policy change? 

• British assessments of the strategic situation had changed. 

• London was willing to consider a compromise with Qing China over areas where actual 

administration was weak. 

• The objective was to obtain a clearer frontier while preserving strategically important 

areas closer to Kashmir. 

Did China accept it? 

• The Qing government did not formally communicate acceptance of the proposal. 

• Therefore, the Macartney–MacDonald Line did not become a mutually ratified 

international boundary treaty. 
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Major Examination Point 

Johnson–Ardagh Line → Aksai Chin largely/all on Kashmir side. 

Macartney–MacDonald Line → much of Aksai Chin on Chinese side. 

This contrast is extremely important for UPSC and UPPCS. 

7. 1890 Anglo-Chinese Convention: Sikkim–Tibet 

Convention of Calcutta, 17 March 1890 

• A different development occurred in the Sikkim–Tibet sector. 

• Britain and Qing China concluded the Convention between Great Britain and China 

relating to Sikkim and Tibet at Calcutta on 17 March 1890. The existence, title and 

date of the Convention are confirmed in the British treaty archive.  

• Unlike the Johnson–Ardagh and Macartney–MacDonald proposals, this was an actual 

formal convention between Great Britain and China. 

• Article I addressed the boundary between Sikkim and Tibet. 

• Broadly, it followed the watershed principle, using the mountain crest separating 

waters flowing into Sikkim's Teesta system from waters flowing towards Tibet. 

Importance 

• It is one of the most important colonial-era agreements relevant to the Sikkim sector. 

• Therefore: 

1890 Convention → Sikkim–Tibet sector. 

Johnson/Macartney–MacDonald → Aksai Chin/Western Sector. 

McMahon Line → Eastern Sector. 

8. Simla Conference, 1913–1914 

• The next major development concerned the Eastern Sector. 

• Representatives of British India, Tibet and China met at the Simla Conference of 

1913–1914. 

• The principal British representative was Sir Henry McMahon, Foreign Secretary of the 

Government of India. 
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• The negotiations dealt extensively with the political status and territorial arrangements 

concerning Tibet. 

• During these negotiations, McMahon and the Tibetan representative worked out the 

boundary between Tibet and the northeastern frontier of British India. 

• This boundary became known as the McMahon Line. 

9. McMahon Line – 1914 

• The McMahon Line broadly separates Tibet from the northeastern frontier of India, 

corresponding substantially to the present Arunachal Pradesh–Tibet boundary. 

• It generally followed major geographical features and Himalayan watershed principles. 

• The line was drawn on maps associated with the Simla negotiations. 

China's Position 

• The Chinese representative participated in the Simla negotiations but China did not 

accept the final Simla Convention. 

• China subsequently rejected the validity of the McMahon Line. 

• The Government of India has officially acknowledged that China does not recognise 

the McMahon Line as the India–China boundary.  

India's Position 

• Independent India inherited and recognises the McMahon Line as the boundary in the 

Eastern Sector. 

• Arunachal Pradesh is an integral part of India. 

• Consequently, the dispute is not merely about drawing a line on a modern map; it arises 

from fundamentally different interpretations of the legal and historical validity of 

colonial-era arrangements. 

10. Tibet: Why It Is Central to Understanding the 

Boundary 

• Historically, Tibet functioned as the geographical region separating British India 

from much of China proper. 

• Many British-era frontier negotiations therefore involved Tibet directly or indirectly. 

• This is why the legal status of Tibet at different historical periods became closely 
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connected with competing interpretations of the India–China boundary. 

• The 1914 Simla arrangements are particularly controversial because China disputes 

Tibet's authority at that time to conclude an independent boundary arrangement with 

British India. 

11. Quick Comparison of the Four Major British-Era 

Lines/Arrangements 

Line/Agreement Year Sector Basic Effect Nature 

Johnson Line 1865 
Western/Aksai 

Chin 

Aksai Chin 

placed on 

Kashmir side 

British proposal/survey 

line 

Johnson–Ardagh 

Line 

c. 

1897 

Western/Aksai 

Chin 

Forward 

boundary; Aksai 

Chin on Kashmir 

side 

British strategic proposal 

Macartney–

MacDonald Line 
1899 

Western/Aksai 

Chin 

Much of Aksai 

Chin proposed 

on Chinese side 

British proposal 

communicated to Qing 

China 

Anglo-Chinese 

Convention 
1890 Sikkim–Tibet 

Defined Sikkim–

Tibet boundary 
Formal Britain–China 

Convention 

McMahon Line / 

Simla arrangements 
1914 Eastern Sector 

Tibet–NE India 

boundary 

Agreed by British India 

and Tibet; China rejected 

final settlement 

12. The Most Important Conceptual Distinction 

Not every British-era line was an ―agreement with China.‖ 

• This distinction is essential. 

• The Johnson Line was not a treaty with China. 

• The Johnson–Ardagh Line was not a treaty with China. 

• The Macartney–MacDonald Line was proposed to China, but it did not mature into a 

mutually concluded boundary treaty. 

• The 1890 Sikkim–Tibet Convention, by contrast, was formally concluded between 

Great Britain and Qing China.  

• The McMahon Line arose from the 1913–14 Simla process and was agreed between 

the British Indian and Tibetan representatives, but China did not accept the final Simla 

settlement. 
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This distinction prevents one of the most common errors in examinations. 

13. What Happened after Indian Independence in 1947? 

• Independent India inherited the frontiers of British India. 

• India considered its northern boundary to be based on established historical, customary 

and geographical foundations. 

• The People's Republic of China was established in 1949. 

• During the 1950s, differences over the boundary became increasingly apparent. 

• A major strategic development was China's consolidation of control over Aksai Chin, 

through which it constructed a road connecting Xinjiang and Tibet. 

• The Western and Eastern sectors consequently emerged as the principal areas of 

disagreement. 

14. India–China War of 1962 

• The boundary dispute culminated in the India–China War of October–November 

1962. 

• Fighting occurred principally in the Western Sector in Ladakh and the Eastern Sector 

in the then North-East Frontier Agency (NEFA). 

• China declared a unilateral ceasefire in November 1962. 

• In the Western Sector, China retained control over Aksai Chin. 

• In the Eastern Sector, Chinese forces withdrew from much of the territory they had 

occupied during the conflict. 

• The war did not produce a mutually accepted final boundary settlement. 

15. Aksai Chin: Why Is It Strategically Important? 

• Aksai Chin is a high-altitude, cold and sparsely populated plateau. 

• Despite its harsh physical environment, its strategic importance is considerable. 

• For China, the region provides an important land connection between Xinjiang and 

Tibet. 

• For India, it forms part of the historical territory of Ladakh. 
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• Thus, Aksai Chin illustrates an important geographical principle: 

Low population does not mean low strategic value. 

• A barren high-altitude plateau may be extremely important because of its location, 

connectivity, military geography and access routes. 

16. Pakistan–China Boundary Agreement, 1963 

• Another dimension was added when Pakistan and China concluded a boundary 

agreement on 2 March 1963. 

• India rejects this agreement because it concerned territory in Pakistan-occupied 

Kashmir over which India claims sovereignty. 

• According to the Government of India, Pakistan illegally ceded approximately 5,180 sq 

km of Indian territory in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir to China under the 1963 

arrangement.  

• This area is associated with the Trans-Karakoram Tract/Shaksgam Valley. 

17. International Boundary vs Line of Actual Control 

International Boundary 

• An international boundary is the legally recognised territorial boundary separating two 

sovereign states. 

• India and China have not mutually settled and demarcated their entire international 

boundary. 

Line of Actual Control 

• The Line of Actual Control (LAC) refers broadly to the line separating areas under the 

actual control of India and China in the disputed border regions. 

• The LAC is not the same as a mutually agreed international boundary. 

• Most importantly, there is no commonly delineated LAC and no common perception 

of its entire alignment between India and China.  

Why does this create problems? 

• Indian and Chinese patrols may patrol up to their respective perceptions of the LAC. 

• Where those perceptions overlap, patrols can encounter each other. 

• The Government of India has repeatedly explained that differences in perception of the 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
7 

LAC have historically produced transgressions and face-to-face situations.  

18. Major Post-Independence Border Agreements 

1993 Agreement 

• India and China signed the Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace and Tranquillity 

along the Line of Actual Control on 7 September 1993. 

• It represented an important attempt to manage the border dispute without prejudicing 

either side's territorial claims. 

1996 Agreement 

• On 29 November 1996, the two countries concluded an agreement on Confidence-

Building Measures in the Military Field along the LAC. 

• Its objective was to reduce the possibility of military confrontation. 

2005 Protocol 

• On 11 April 2005, India and China signed a protocol laying down modalities for 

implementing military confidence-building measures. 

2005 Political Parameters Agreement 

• India and China also concluded the Agreement on Political Parameters and Guiding 

Principles for the Settlement of the India-China Boundary Question in 2005.  

2012 Working Mechanism 

• The Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on India-China 

Border Affairs (WMCC) was established in 2012. 

2013 Border Defence Cooperation Agreement 

• The Border Defence Cooperation Agreement (BDCA) was signed on 23 October 

2013. 

• It provided mechanisms including flag meetings, border personnel meetings, military 

contacts and consultations. 

• It also provided that when forces came face-to-face in areas without a common 

understanding of the LAC, they should exercise maximum self-restraint and avoid 

provocative actions.  

19. The Boundary Question in One Conceptual Diagram 
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British India–China Frontier 

Western Sector — Ladakh/Aksai Chin 

↓ 

Johnson Line, 1865 

↓ 

Aksai Chin on Kashmir side 

↓ 

Johnson–Ardagh Line, c. 1897 

↓ 

Forward British claim; Aksai Chin on Kashmir side 

↓ 

Macartney–MacDonald Line, 1899 

↓ 

Compromise proposal; much of Aksai Chin on Chinese side 

Sikkim Sector 

↓ 

Anglo-Chinese Convention, 1890 

↓ 

Formal agreement concerning Sikkim–Tibet boundary 

Eastern Sector — Arunachal Pradesh/Tibet 

↓ 

Simla Conference, 1913–14 

↓ 

McMahon Line, 1914 

↓ 
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Accepted by British India and Tibet 

↓ 

Rejected by China 

20. Why Did the British Propose Different Boundaries 

in Aksai Chin? 

• The central reason was that the high-altitude Aksai Chin region had weak 

administrative presence, difficult terrain and uncertain historical delimitation. 

• British strategic priorities also changed over time. 

• When fear of Russian expansion was greater, British strategists preferred the more 

forward Johnson–Ardagh Line. 

• When compromise with China appeared strategically desirable, the British proposed the 

less expansive Macartney–MacDonald Line. 

• Therefore, the Aksai Chin boundary was not simply a product of physical geography. 

• It was also influenced by imperial strategy, security calculations, cartography and 

the Great Game. 

21. Important Geographical Features to Associate with 

the Boundary 

• Karakoram Range is important in the Western Sector. 

• Karakoram Pass historically connected Ladakh with Xinjiang. 

• Aksai Chin lies in the high-altitude Western Sector. 

• Kunlun Mountains are important for understanding the Johnson–Ardagh conception. 

• Pangong Tso lies across the India–China LAC region in Ladakh. 

• Spanggur area, Depsang Plains and Demchok are other strategically significant 

names associated with the Western Sector. 

• Barahoti in Uttarakhand is associated with the Middle Sector. 

• Sikkim–Tibet watershed is associated with the 1890 Convention. 

• Tawang is strategically and historically important in the Eastern Sector. 
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• McMahon Line is associated with the Arunachal Pradesh–Tibet frontier. 

22. India's Official Position on the Territorial Dispute 

• India maintains that China is in illegal occupation of approximately 38,000 sq km of 

Indian territory in Ladakh.  

• India also rejects the 1963 China–Pakistan boundary arrangement involving 

approximately 5,180 sq km of territory claimed by India.  

• China, meanwhile, claims approximately 90,000 sq km in the Eastern Sector, 

substantially corresponding to Arunachal Pradesh. India rejects this claim.  

• Both countries nevertheless formally recognise that the boundary question remains 

unresolved and requires a fair, reasonable and mutually acceptable solution through 

dialogue and peaceful negotiations. 
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03S9.  What‘s the reason behind the sudden surge in onion prices? 

      क  क            क      क      क      ? 

 The story so far: Days after sugar prices increased sharply, the price of onion, an essential 

commodity whose prices are considered a politically sensitive topic, nearly doubled from last 
year‘s. 

     क क       :      क  क  त     त         क  क           ,     क   त       क  क  त 

          क  त         ग ग   ग       ग ;   क  क  त  क        तक             श             
  त      

 On September 1, the allIndia average price was ₹49.59 a kg, registering an over 74% 
increase from ₹28.48 on the corresponding day in 2025. 

 1        क                  क    ₹49.59      क        ,    2025 क          क  ₹28.48 

क  क  त    74%       क क         श  त      
 On August 1, the price was ₹35.47 a kg. 

 1      क  क  त ₹35.47      क          
 In Kolkata and Chennai, the price has now reached ₹60. 

 क  क                क  त    ₹60 तक       ग      
 What has worried the Centre is the fact that over the past two weeks, the price has gone 

beyond ₹70 in certain retail markets, particularly in North India. 

 क   क     त  क  क           क                   क               ,   श                    , क  त 

₹70       क    ग      
 This increase is unprecedented, and according to some officials, has left the Centre 

searching for reasons behind this surge, as the Opposition says the government has failed to 
curb the price rise of essentials. 

                      औ  क      क      क        ,      क   क          क  क    त  श      
      क         ,    क      क  क        क   क       क        क              क श  ग       
             

What could be the reason for the increase? 

 क              क      क        क     ? 

 The production of onion is estimated at 307.37 lakh tonnes (lt) in 2025-26, which is in line 
with the previous year‘s production of 307.67 lt. 

 2025-26         क         307.37        (ए   )      क           ,              क  307.67 

              क   ग ग           
 The production is adequate for domestic consumption and for export, which comes to about 

15 lt. 

                     औ   ग ग 15               क           त     
 However, industry sources claim that the quality of onions, particularly after the delay in the 

rain and the subsequent delay in harvest in Maharashtra (the largest onion producing 
State), was not up to the standard. 
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       क,     ग              क           क   श                 (                   क     )         
        औ    क          क  क                क  क         क            क क                 

 The fact that quality onions are less than last year is considered a reason for the price rise. 

                       क                    क           क       क  क  त           क   क 

क                    
 Historically, according to the government, onion prices have exhibited a seasonal uptick and 

volatility from August-September owing to increased demand during festive season, 

weather, supply-chain movements, and other demand conditions. 

   क   क        ,   त    क                         त     ग,     ,     त                    
औ     ग                   त   क  क         क  क  त         -                          
               त          

 This year, as soon as the price of sugar increased, there was a tendency not to release 
the onion stocks, particularly among the big traders. 

             क  क           ,   श                       क           क                             
क                  

 Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Union Consumer Affairs Secretary 
Nidhi Khare have outlined hoarding and black marketeering as the reasons for the sudden 

increase in the prices of onion. 

 क     क                           औ  क          त                              क  क  त     
    क       क  क     क                   क          क       त  क       

What steps are being taken to ease the prices? 

 क        क        क    ए     क      ए          ? 

 As it is natural for traders and big farmers to look for better prices of what they produce and 

sell, the government says that it was expecting such a problem in the case of onions. 

           औ       क     क                   त औ                     क            क     क  
      क           क   ;         क   क  क        क          क                     क   श क  
    

 Big farmers and big traders try to keep the stock in cold storage, hoping to release it when 

prices are right. 

      क    औ                   त क  त                          त     क   श                    
        क       क त      

 To counter this, the government has started a calibrated release of onion from its buffer 
stocks. 

        त           क        क                             क                    क    श   क      
 It is selling onions at ₹35 a kg, to give a message to the consumer that it is the real price of 

onion and put pressure on those hoarding it, a senior official said. 

  क          क       क    क   क        त    क         श      क       क          क     त  क 

क  त    औ    क          क                       क           ₹35      क      क            
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03S9.  Decoding Russia‘s reliance on Indian petroleum products 

                             क          क        

 Recent Ukrainian attacks on Russia‘s oil refineries has resulted in the latter importing 

refined petroleum products from India in significant quantities for the first time, at least since 
the Russia-Ukraine war started in February 2022. 

          क                                क  क                  , क -  -क        2022    
  -           श        क        ,    त        क                   क                 त क    श   

 क       
 As per multiple media reports, including one by the Press Trust of India, Indian refiners sent 

about one million barrels over the last two months, alongside Turkey and Morocco. 

        ऑ            त क                क        ,    त                                 त  क    
औ      क  क         क   ग ग 10                         

 Russia‘s import of petroleum products from India has remained negligible in the past, 
accounting for less than one per cent of India‘s petroleum exports. 

 त त       त       क                       ग          औ        त क                त क  
एक             क          
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 The bulk of exports went to countries like the Netherlands, Australia and the UAE (Chart 1). 

     त क     क  श              , ऑ           UAE        श  क  ग      (     1)  
 Though the Indian government‘s export and import-related data for the last two months is yet 

to be released, reports have confirmed that the country‘s export of refined petroleum products 
to Russia has sharply increased in the last two months. 

      क                         त    त   क   क                          क             क       
  क    ,    क                  क      क                      क    श क      क                   क  
       त               

 This has tilted the huge imbalance that existed between the two countries in oil trade, albeit 
marginally. 

            श  क      त                                                        
 India continues to remain hugely dependent on Russia for crude. 

   त क    त   क                 क                   
 One-fourth of India‘s petroleum imports since January 2022 were from Russia and this 

number remained high before U.S. President Donald Trump imposed additional tariffs on 
India in October 2025 for buying crude from Russia. 

      2022       त क              त क  एक-                   औ           त              
   ,         क        त                     क    त          क             2025       त    
  त   त        ग       

 Though this resulted in India sharply cutting down its crude import from Russia, the imports 
resumed in full swing soon after. 

      क   क                त               क        क               क     क ,    क    क  
त   त        त                      श      ग    

 In fact, after the U.S. and Israel launched a war with Iran in February this year, the former did 
a U-turn in its stance and tacitly encouraged Russian crude supplies into the market to negate 
the impact of Iran‘s blockade in the Strait of Hormuz. 

   त    ,                      क  औ                    क           श   क    क     ,      क     
             -          औ                          क    क      क       क           क    क  
        क    त   क               त   क                   त  क    

 Chart 2 shows how Russia accounted for nearly one-third (31.6%) of India‘s crude imports as 
of June 2026. 

     2  श  त      क     2026 तक    त क  क        क             क                 एक-      

(31.6%)     
 India imported $531 million worth of crude from Russia in June 2026, which is roughly double 

that of its import from the country in January 2022, a month before Russia‘s invasion of 
Ukraine. 

   त        2026          531                  क  क           त  क  ,          2022    
     श     क  ग    क     त क   ग ग   ग      ;       2022                            क 

           क          
 Amid Ukraine‘s continued targeting of Russia‘s oil refining infrastructure, the Russian 

Federation‘s Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak said in July that the country would 

begin importing oil products to help stabilise the domestic market. 

               क                    क   ग त     श              क     ,       घ क             
             क             क    क   श घ           क       क           त  क                 क  
     श   क  ग   

Consistent attacks 
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 According to the International Strategic Action Network for Security, there were at least 

17 attacks on 16 different oil refineries in Russia. 

                 क ए        क                क        ,       16   ग-  ग त              
   क -  -क  17           

 Eight attacks were targeted at oil depots and oil pumping stations in July (Chart 3). 

                 त        औ  त        ग    श   क    श       क   क  ग  (     3)  
 Though reliable data on similar attacks in August are not available yet, they seem to have 

continued at the same rate, resulting in petrol and diesel shortages. 

      क  ग त        त   क                त            क                    ,    क       त त 

  त      क                           ,    क                   औ       क  क              
 Data from the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) show that 

Russia‘s refinery crude throughput went from about 5.18 million barrels per day in Q1 2026 
(January to March) in the beginning of the year, to about 3.88 million barrels per day in Q3 
2026. 

               क      क        (OPEC) क    क    त त      क    क                क    त   क  
    क       क  श   त    Q1 2026 (             )     ग ग 5.18                       घ क  
Q3 2026     ग ग 3.88                       ग    

 The attacks also seem to have contributed to a surge in crude exports from Russia, as 
unplanned refinery outages diverted higher volumes of crude to the export market. 

        त त   त      क                  क        क                       ग           ,     क 

       त               क  क       क         क    त        त       क              ग    
 India, which ranks fourth in oil-refining capacity in the world, has utilised Russia‘s sudden 

demand to export refined petroleum products, mainly from private refineries (Chart 4). 

   त,                                            ,       क      क          ग क      ग      

                             क त                 क       त क       क      (     4)  
 Considering the time it would take for Russia to bring its refining capacity back to its earlier 

capacity, the surge in exports could continue, which will help India in easing its pressure on 
foreign exchange in the coming months. 

   क                 क                            ग            क     त     ,      त       

               कत    ,                            त क                      क  क           त  
    ग   
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03S9. Forex swap rakes in over $136 bn 

                     $136           क     ए  ए 

 According to RBI data, this includes $1,27,226 mn via FCNR(B) deposits, $5,260 mn 
through OFCBS and $3,891 mn via ECBs; central bank may prioritise closing its short 
forward dollar positions with the FCNR(B) deposits received, say insiders 

        क    क   क        ,      ए   ए   (  )       क           $1,27,226       , 

 ए     ए  क           $5,260                 क           $3,891        श       ; 
                 क    क  क        क क       क    त         (  )                    क        
                         क         क    क       कत      कत     

 Foreign exchange inflows via foreign currency non-resident (Bank) FCNR(B) deposits, 
overseas foreign currency borrowings (OFCBs) and external commercial borrowings 
(ECBs) under the Reserve Bank of India‘s (RBI) swap facility have crossed $136 billion, 

surpassing all projections. 

                क (      ) क              क    तग त                     (  क) ए   ए   (  ) 
     ,                             ( ए     ) औ              क       (     ) क           
    श       क    त                  क      क त      $136           क    ग       

 A total of $1,36,377 million has been mobilised, as per data released by the RBI. 

                     क   क        , क   $1,36,377              ग      
 This includes $1,27,226 million through FCNR (B) deposits, $5,260 million through 

OFCBS and $3,891 million through ECB. 

      ए   ए    (  )       क           $1,27,226       ,  ए     ए  क           $5,260 

                क           $3,891        श         
 The RBI had introduced a special USD-INR forex swap facility covering these instruments 

on June 8 this year to deal with forex outflows due to high oil prices and flight of capital 
owing to exit of Foreign Portfolio Investors (FOIs) from the stock market. 

               क       क     क  क        श       क           औ  श                               
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     क  (ए    ) क         क                                       क             8     क     

      क  श     क त       क            क      –                                    श   क      
 The central bank may prioritise closing its $137 billion short forward dollar positions with 

the FCNR (B) deposits received, according to experts and industry insiders. 

   श     औ      ग            क    क        , क       क      ए   ए    (  )               
$137     क                                      क         क       कत      कत      

 ―The RBI has an outstanding short forward position of $137 billion. 

 ―       क  $137     क                           क        
 If the regulator decides not to roll over the outstanding positions, the rupee liquidity will 

be absorbed from the banking system and RBI may use the excess forex reserves 
generated from the FCNR (B) scheme for delivering the dollars,‖ said Shashi Dhar, Chief 
General Manager of Treasury & Global Markets at Bank of Baroda. 

          क  क            क                 क          त    , त     क                 क        
             औ              क        ग  क      ए   ए    (  )                        

                  क      ग क   कत    ,‖   क ऑ                 ए           क    क       

       क           क    
 Short forward dollars are currency derivative contracts, wherein the RBI commits to sell 

dollars at a future date at a predetermined rate. 

      क                                                ,    क    तग त                   त       
      क   क   त     क             क    त   त     त क त      

 This is used to defend the rupee without drawing down spot reserves immediately. 

   क      ग                         क    क      ए           क             क       क     त      
 The central bank had already begun absorbing rupee liquidity to make sure call rates did 

not fall below policy rate, Mr. Dhar said. 

          क    क क       क              त क    क                   क        क         श   क  
         क क                                 ए   

 Mr. Dhar further informed that liquidity was at ₹6.5 lakh crore and the RBI might absorb 
some of this to make sure shortterm money supply did not feed into inflation and to keep 
the borrowing cost aligned with policy rate. 

           ग   त     क त  त  ₹6.5     क       औ           क  क           श   त क  
 कत    , त  क    क   क                       क             औ        क                 क  
               

 Meanwhile, banks may be inclined to use this to ―bolster their asset-side books and 
reduce their dependence on wholesale deposits in the immediate term,‖ he said, adding 
that in the long term, they could use the excessive liquidity to fund credit growth. 

       ,        क    क   क   क      ग ―                 क        क         क           
  क                       क  क   ‖ क      क   कत    ;              क    क   घ क         
  त   त त  त  क      ग ऋ         क          क      क   कत      
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03S9. Moving towards a universal vaccine against pneumonia and meningitis 

                        क                क   क  क                   

 There is a bacterium called Streptococcus pneumoniae. 

Streptococcus pneumoniae    क  क          त      
 It comes in at least a hundred different forms, or serotypes, and lives in the tissue lining our 

nose and throat. 

   क -  -क       ग-  ग                           त     औ          क त   ग   क    त  क 

 त  क   क         तक      त      
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 S. pneumoniae is normally harmless. 

S. pneumoniae       त         त   त      
 But when your body‘s immune system becomes weaker, for example when you have a viral 

fever, these bacteria may invade your lungs and cause pneumonia, your brain and spinal 
cord to cause meningitis, and your bloodstream to cause sepsis. 

   क       क  श    क               क          त    ,        क           क              
  त    , त              क              श क क          ,   क     त क औ                श क क  
           , त     क    त           श क क               क   कत      

 These diseases are called pneumococcal diseases, and fortunately, they can be prevented 

by vaccines. 

     ग  क       क क      क     त     औ           ,        क          क      कत      
 Each of these vaccines contains a unique sugary substance called a capsular 

polysaccharide, aimed at each serotype of S. pneumoniae. 

            क   क     क             क        क  क    श   शक      त         त    ,    S. 

pneumoniae क      क          क     त क त      
 That is, they offer protection specific to each serotype. 

    त,        क          क         श              क त      
 And the current crop of pneumococcal vaccines protect against only a subset of the 100-

odd serotypes. 

औ   त                   क क    क   ग ग 100                क    क   क                      

क त      
 To increase coverage, scientists need to include additional serotype-specific capsular 

polysaccharides in the vaccine. 

      क        क        क            क  क    क       त   त         -       क             क     

श     क    क      कत      
 And covering all the serotypes in a single shot would be extremely challenging, not to mention 

extremely expensive as well. 

औ   क      क  क      क                 क  श     क        त     त        ग ,           

     क    ग       ग   

Sugary shot 

 क          क  

 Recently, a team of British scientists reported an important first step in this direction. 

         ,     श       क  क   क             श      क              क   क     क        
 They did two things: first, they switched the polysaccharide with proteins and, second, they 

adopted an approach called reverse vaccinology. 

          क     क :     ,              क     क                क      ग  क   औ       ,        
                     क     क           

 Basically, two kinds of pneumococcal vaccines are available today. 

   त ,        क   क       क क    क            
 One is a mix of purified capsular polysaccharides from multiple serotypes. 

 क  क   क                 त      क   क             क     क           
 Pneumovax 23 is an example. 

Pneumovax 23   क   क            
 It does not work well in infants and offers short-lived protection. 

    शश            त                त  औ     क   क            क त      
 To help boost the effects as well as the durability of the immune response, scientists have 

linked the polysaccharides to a carrier protein. 
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  त      त     क       त     क               क        क            क           क     क  
 क    क                       

 Such vaccines are known as pneumococcal conjugate vaccines (PCVs). 

      क  क       क क  क               (PCVs) क               त      
 Typical examples include PCV10 and PCV14; the numerals denote the number of serotypes 

included. 

  क                    PCV10    PCV14 श       ;          त   क श      क  ग           

क        क   श  त      
 When these vaccines target and eliminate some serotypes of S. pneumoniae, it also opens 

the door for other serotypes to mount an infection. 

        क  S. pneumoniae क  क            क     त क क      त क त    , त                    

क              क    क    ग           त      
 These non-vaccine serotypes also face less biological competition for space and resources, 

so they multiply and eventually replace the vaccine-targeted serotypes, rendering the 
vaccines obsolete. 

      -  क           क       औ          क      क      क   त      क        क      त    , 
         त         त     औ    तत    क           त          क            त    ,         क         
     त      

 Second, many non-vaccine serotypes either possess antibiotic resistance genes or can 
acquire them from their resistant counterparts. 

     , क  ग  -  क              त  ए         क               त                    त       क      
   त क   कत      

 This leads to the rise of both vaccine- and antibiotic-resistant serotypes. 

       क -        त   ए         क-                ,      क       क      त         त      
 Thus, scientists are looking for a universal pneumococcal vaccine that can target all 

serotypes and prevent these outcomes, which keep the threat of pneumonia, meningitis, and 
other pneumococcal diseases alive in the population. 

            क             क      क क    क  क  त  श क        ,                 क     त क  
 क  औ             क    क  क ,                     ,             त            क क    ग  क  
 त   क         त      

 Reverse vaccinology starts from the germ‘s genome to identify proteins that can be included 

in vaccines. 

                             क        क    क        ग    क           श   त क त    ,         क  
   श      क       कत      

 Scientists demonstrated an example of this in the recent COVID-19 pandemic: once the 
virus‘s genome was sequenced in early 2020, scientists around the world could analyse it and 
zero in on the spike-protein gene to make COVID-19 vaccines. 

      क            COVID-19         क          क   क          त त  क  :  क     2020 क  
श   त          क        क                 क     ,           क        क   क          क   क  
औ      क-                  क   त क क  COVID-19   क       क   

 The approach completely bypassed the need to culture the germs in large bioreactors and 
purify molecular components from them to make the vaccine. 

       क        क        क                ए          ग      क        त क    औ           क 

घ क  क  श    क    क      कत  क       त       त क        
 The S. pneumoniae genome encodes more than 2,000 genes. 

S. pneumoniae       2,000       क      क  क      क त      
 Of them, around 1,300 are common across serotypes. 

         ग ग 1,300                            त      
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 The genomic data of more than 20,000 S. pneumoniae isolates across nearly a hundred 

serotypes are also available in the public domain. 

 ग ग                     20,000       क S. pneumoniae          क        क   क      
       क                  

 The scientists deployed extensive computational analysis using an arsenal of bioinformatic 
tools to analyse these sequences. 

      क               क          क    क                -             क    क      क 

    ग क त         त त क      श            क    
 They reasoned that the best candidate genes for creating their universal vaccine would need 

to encode for proteins with three attributes: (i) it must be located on the surface so that the 
immune system can easily access it; (ii) it must have low or no similarity to human proteins, 
so that the immune system does not attack the body‘s tissue, and (iii) it must be capable of 
eliciting a robust and durable anti-pneumococcal immunity. 

       तक        क   क          क   क  क         क                    त      क             क  
    क      क         ,       त     श  त      : (i)     त        त            त  क        
         तक                 क ; (ii)                  क         त क     क       त            
     , त  क   त          श    क   तक            क  ; औ  (iii)        त त     घ क   क 

     क क -                  क                       
 The team shortlisted some candidates and further whittled the list down based on their 

predicted shapes and stability. 

       क         त           क       औ    क         त  क   त       त  क               क  
औ      त  क    

 From this, the team picked three candidate genes. 

  क                 त         त           
 They were: zinc metalloprotease B (Z), pneumococcal adherence virulence factor A (P), 

and a protein which the scientists designated YfhO-like (Y) due to its similarity to another 

bacterial protein. 

     :    क           ए  B (Z),      क क  ए                    A (P), औ   क            
      क      क                  क        क      त  क  क    YfhO-like (Y)           

 The team produced proteins Z, P, and Y in the laboratory and made an experimental vaccine 
by mixing them together. 

          गश       Z, P    Y       त      क  औ           क   क      गक   क         
 They also added two non-protein immune response boosters: a small piece of synthetic DNA 

called CpG and a sugary polymer called chitosan. 

         त      त     क                ग  -                   : CpG    क        क DNA क   क 

       क   औ  क           क  क शक      त         
 They named this formulation ZPY-CpG-Ch. 

                 श  क      ZPY-CpG-Ch      

Potent antibodies 

         ए        

 To test whether the vaccine could elicit protective anti-pneumococcal antibodies, the 
scientists vaccinated laboratory mice. 

          क       क       क       क क -              क ए              क   कत    ,       क     
   गश            क    क   ग     

 After some time, they exposed the mice to a lethal dose of S. pneumoniae serotype 1, which 
is known to be hypervirulent. 
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क          ,             क  S. pneumoniae          1 क  घ तक      क     क         ,      
     क         क        त      

 Compared to unvaccinated mice, all of which succumbed to the lethal dose, vaccinated mice 
showed 80-100% survival. 

  क     ग   ग       क  त       ,              घ तक      क  क       ग ,   क   ग   ग          
80-100%            क          ग   

 Importantly, the scientists found that the level of protection offered by ZPY-CpG-Ch was 

comparable to that of PCV13. 

              ,       क           क ZPY-CpG-Ch            क  ग        क   त  PCV13 क  
         

 The team also found that antibodies from the mice vaccinated with ZPY-CpG-Ch could help 
kill S. pneumoniae bacteria in a test tube. 

                  क ZPY-CpG-Ch      क   ग   ग       क  ए                     S. pneumoniae 

          क      क           त  क   कत      
 When injected into unvaccinated mice, the antibodies could also protect them against a lethal 

dose of serotype 1. 

               क    क     ग   ग                क     ग  , त                   1 क     क         
                     

 Third, ZPY-CpG-Ch fully protected vaccinated mice exposed to lethal doses of two non-
vaccine serotypes, 11A and 33F. 

त    , ZPY-CpG-Ch          -  क          , 11A औ  33F, क  घ तक      क     क          क  
 ग   ग       क       त        त      

 It also offered 50% protection against a third non-vaccine serotype, called serotype 8. 

     त     ग  -  क          ,               8 क     त    , क           50%            क   
 In all mouse experiments, measures of the vaccine‘s protective effect based on the bacterial 

load in lungs and blood mirrored the rodents‘ survival rates. 

         क  ग         ग    ,       औ    त                  क            क  क         क      

क           क      त      क     क            
 However, the ZPY-CpG-Ch vaccine did not reduce the load of pneumococcal bacteria in the 

upper respiratory passages of vaccinated mice. 

      क, ZPY-CpG-Ch   क       क   ग   ग       क                         क क            क      
क  क        क    

 That is, despite being protected, vaccinated mice have the ability to still spread the infection 
to uninfected mice. 

    त  ,      त      क        ,   क   ग   ग                                              क  
           त      

Worthy goal 

             

 Finally, the team also reported that vaccinating mice with ZPY-CpG-Ch stimulated a subset of 
immune cells that are implicated in pneumococcal immunity. 

  तत ,              त     क ZPY-CpG-Ch         क    क क   क              क   क    क  एक 

       क        क   ग  ,         क क    त           क      त      
 The results from this work are too preliminary for ZPY-CpG-Ch to be a universal 

pneumococcal vaccine. 

   क    क              त         क     क ZPY-CpG-Ch क          क      क क    क          
 क   
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 It has also been tested against a very small subset of serotypes, four to be precise. 

  क                    क     त          ,     त      क                   , क            क   ग   
    

 Vaccine data from laboratory mice also may not truly reflect the human situation. 

   गश    क             त   क           क            त क     त  क         त     त         क  
 कत      

 Nevertheless, this work represents a baby step towards the worthy goal of developing a 
universal pneumococcal vaccine. 

      ,    क            क      क क    क    क    क    क               क    श      क       क 

क       

Universal Pneumococcal Vaccine: Why Scientists Are 

Trying a New Approach 

Streptococcus pneumoniae (pneumococcus) is a bacterium that commonly lives in our 

nose and throat and has around 100 different serotypes. Usually it causes no harm, but 

when immunity weakens, it can invade other parts of the body and cause serious diseases 

such as pneumonia, meningitis and sepsis.  

Why are present vaccines imperfect? 

Think of the 100 serotypes as 100 criminals wearing different uniforms. Existing 

pneumococcal vaccines recognise only selected ―uniforms.‖ They mainly target the capsular 

polysaccharide, a sugary outer coating that differs among serotypes. Therefore, protecting 

against every serotype using this approach would require adding many different components 

to one vaccine, making it complicated and expensive.  

Another problem is serotype replacement. When vaccination suppresses some serotypes, 

other non-vaccine serotypes face less competition and can expand. Some may also possess or 

acquire antibiotic-resistance genes.  

New idea: Reverse Vaccinology 

Instead of focusing on the variable sugary capsule, researchers searched the bacterium's 

genome for proteins shared across many serotypes. This genome-first method is called 

reverse vaccinology. S. pneumoniae has more than 2,000 genes, about 1,300 of which are 

common across serotypes.  

Scientists selected three proteins—Z, P and Y—and combined them with immune boosters 

CpG and chitosan, creating the experimental ZPY-CpG-Ch vaccine.  

Did it work? 

In mice, the vaccine produced 80–100% survival against lethal serotype-1 exposure and 

also protected against some non-vaccine serotypes.  

However, it did not eliminate bacteria from the upper respiratory tract, meaning 
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protected animals could potentially continue transmitting pneumococcus.  

Bottom line: This is not yet a universal vaccine. It has been tested against only four 

serotypes and mainly in mice, but it demonstrates a promising strategy: target proteins 

common to many serotypes rather than making a separate target for every bacterial 

capsule. 

 
 
 

GS Paper III: Environment  03 September 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

03S9 UN sets pathway to tackle ‗inevitable breach‘ of the 1.5°C global warming limit 

                    क      क  1.5°C      क  ‗               ‘           क               क  
03S9 Pichavaram mangroves valued at ₹2,485 crore: study 

        क        क       ₹2,485 क      क     :       

 
 

03S9.  UN sets pathway to tackle ‗inevitable 
breach‘ of the 1.5°C global warming limit 

                     क      क  1.5°C      क  ‗         
      ‘           क               क  

 Warning that a possible breach of the 1.5 degrees 
Celsius global warming limit will bring irreversible ecological 
losses that no adaptation initiatives could undo, the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on Wednesday, for 
the first time, set out a detailed ―overshoot, peak, and decline‖ 
pathway. 

      त       त       क      क      क  1.5                   क  
      त     घ                          क              क  ग , 
         क    क  क               त      क   क ग ,             

        क      (  ए    )           क           ―     क  
      ,                  ‖ क                  त त क   

 The pathway projects a trajectory where the world 
overshoots the 2015 Paris Agreement‘s central goal of limiting 
the rise in average global temperatures to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
above preindustrial levels — which a UNEP report said was 

now unavoidable. 

                   त क           त त क त    ,            2015 

क               क     क         क    त    क    त    ,    क  
  तग त औ त      क त               क      -      क         1.5 

                 तक     त         —         क   क        क  
      ,         त                  

 The pathway seeks to hold peak temperatures after the 
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overshoot as low as possible and then bring it back down below the limit by 2100. 

           क              क    त    क             क          क          क       औ      
2100 तक     घ  क              त                       

 The report, Limiting Overshoot, said global warming would cross 1.5 degrees Celsius ―in 
the next few years‖. 

 ‗               ‘ (    -       क        क   ) श   क                क   ग    क      क त    

―     क         ‖ 1.5              क      क     ग   
 Even a scenario in which every country delivers on its national climate plan and netzero 

target puts peak warming at 1.8 degrees Celsius, it said. 

        क        ,         त      ,        क   श                                 -     

           क       क त    , त    क       त  1.8              तक      त      
 According to the report, current policies point to a rise of about 2.6 degrees Celsius by 

2100 with a range of 1.9–3.6 degrees Celsius. 

        क        ,                2100  क      2.6              क        क    क त   त    , 
   क        त      1.9–3.6                  

 ―Overshoot, peak, and decline‖, the report said, ―is by no means an acceptable or preferred 
pathway; it is simply the best remaining option‖. 

           क   ग    क ―     क        ,                  ‖ ― क       क         क       
          ग         ;    क          क               क      ‖ 

 ―This summer‘s scorching heat, raging wildfires, and deadly floods are a warning of what 
lies ahead. 

 ―         त  क                     ,                         क                   क  
  त         

 We must make the overshoot as small and short as possible,‖ UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres said in a statement. 

          क    त    क       औ       क          क         ग ,‖      त              

ए                    क         क    
 The diplomatic grounds for that framing were laid at the 30th UN Climate Change 

Conference, COP30, held in 2025 in Brazil‘s Belém, where the consensus ―Global Mutirão 
(collective effort)‖ decision became the first COP text to concede that a temporary 
overshoot of the 1.5 degrees Celsius limit was likely, given how fast the remaining carbon 
budget was being spent. 

        क   क  क     तक      2025          क                त 30                      
              , क  30,        ग     ,             त         ग   ―              (      क 

    )‖                क     त        ,       श   क         क  त   ग त        ग क     त      

   क    क    क 1.5              क       क                     क              

Compounding costs 

                      

 Given that cuts alone will no longer suffice, a steep scaling up of nature-based removals 
such as large reforestation programmes was needed, COP30 CEO Ana Toni said. 

 क  30 क       क   क       क                क    क    क           क                     , 
                 क         क   क             क   -       क        क          क  त      त   
    क     

 The UNEP report suggested that time spent above 1.5 degrees Celsius carries 
compounding costs such as faster sea-level rise, coral reef collapse, glacier loss 
exceeding a quarter of global mass by 2100, declines of up to 14% in global food 
production by 2050 without effective adaptation, and rising odds of irreversible tipping 
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points in the West Antarctic and Greenland ice sheets, the Atlantic Meridional 
Overturning Circulation and the Amazon. 

         क              क त       क 1.5                              क       क              गत  
  त    ,           -          क          ,             क      , 2100  क        क       क 

       क  एक-            क क                   क    क          2050  क      क      

          14%  क क         श       ;                   क   क            क           , 
       क                                                           क        क           
क   श क       त      

 Moreover, it gets harder to roll back the effects of a tonne of emitted carbon. 

   क    त   त,         क     क  एक    क        क       त क       क क      त    त      
 The report said every five years of continued high emissions adds roughly 0.1°C to peak 

warming. 

           क   ग    क                             क      क          त    क       त      ग ग 

0.1°C क        क त      
 Reversing that same 0.1°C afterwards means pulling about 220 billion tonnes of carbon 

dioxide back out of the atmosphere over and above whatever is still being emitted. 

            0.1°C क        क        क          क                       क        क    त   त 

             ग ग 220        क        ऑ             क       ग   
 The report, in a first for the UN, placed significant stress on methane, which contributes about 

0.5°C of warming. 

      त      क   त                                      श           ग  ,    क  त         ग    

 ग ग 0.5°C     
 Cutting it is described as the most effective way to slow warming in the near term. 

   क            क  त  क    क               क           क    क                क   त    ग   
    

 

03S9. Pichavaram mangroves valued at ₹2,485 crore: study 

         क        क       ₹2,485 क      क     :       

How valuable are mangroves? 

        कत             ? 
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 A recent study of the Pichavaram mangrove ecosystem in Tamil Nadu estimated its total 
economic value (TEV) at ₹2,485.38 crore, with a per-hectare value of ₹1.83 crore, 

reflecting the ecological, economic, and social benefits it provides. 

          क                         क      क   क                   क  क       क      

(     ) ₹2,485.38 क    औ                   ₹1.83 क      क  ग     ,            त           
        तक,     क औ        क      क   श  त      

 The Pichavaram Mangrove Forest is deemed one of the most ecologically significant 
coastal wetland ecosystems in India and plays a vital role in supporting biodiversity 
conservation, fisheries productivity, coastal protection, climate regulation, blue carbon 
sequestration, and livelihood security for coastal communities. 

                  क     त क          तक               क          त                    तक  
त           क        त     औ                      ,           क  ,           ,        
       ,      क     क      क   ए                           क       क                    
    क      त      

 ―Mangrove ecosystems provide a wide range of provisioning, regulating, supporting, and 
cultural ecosystem services that contribute significantly to ecological sustainability and 

human well-being. 

 ―              तक  त          क   क      क   ,        क,     क        क   क          क  
        ए       क त    ,            तक     त  औ       क                   ग      त      

 Despite their importance, many ecosystem services remain undervalued in conventional 
development planning because several ecological benefits are non-market in nature and 
are not reflected in market transactions,‖ says the study ―Economic valuation and blue 
carbon assessment of ecosystem services (ESV) in the Pichavaram Mangrove Forest‖. 

   क       क        ,    क         तक  त          क         क   क             क        क  

  त    ,     क क          तक      क   क  त    -               त     औ              -       
  त     त        त ,‖ ―                             क             ( ए   ) क      क       क  

        क     क   क  ‖ श   क            क त      
 The study, by M. Balasubramanian, Associate Professor, Centre for Ecological 

Economics and Natural Resources, Institute for Social and Economic Change, 
Bengaluru, was funded by the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Forest Genetics Division, 
Coimbatore. 

                            क ए       क                क           क         ए     क   क 

       क   क  ए    ए         ए .                क   औ      क                       क  
     क            क              त  क   ग    

 It was based on primary and secondary data; primary information was collected from 302 
households across five mangrove-dependent villages: MGR Thittu, Kalaignar Nagar, 
Chinnavaikal, Patriadi, and Mudasalodai. 

         क          क   क           त   ;      क    क                             —
ए           , क         ,        क ,                     —क  302             क  क  ग   

Carbon sink 

 क        क 

 ―The blue carbon assessment highlights the critical role of the Pichavaram mangroves as a 
significant natural carbon sink and a valuable climate regulation asset,‖ says the study. 

       क त    , ―     क     क   क    क            क   क क        क औ                 
                 क                क        क      त              क  क        कत क त     ‖ 

 The analysis further revealed that mangrove sediments constitute an even more substantial 
carbon reservoir. 

                   त       क            औ        क   श   क           क         क त      
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 The average soil organic carbon stock of 251.14 tonnes of carbon per hectare was 
estimated to generate an economic value of ₹90.24 lakh per hectare, resulting in a total soil 
organic carbon value of ₹1,224.63 crore. 

   त         251.14    क     क               क क           क      क      ₹90.24         

          क  ग  ,                क क     क  क        ₹1,224.63 क           त      
 When vegetation and soil carbon pools are combined, the total blue carbon asset value of 

the Pichavaram Mangrove Ecosystem is estimated at ₹1,612.40 crore 

      त औ       क  क            क        त क                              क      क  क   

     क              क       ₹1,612.40 क      क  ग       
 The study recommends the integration of ecosystem service valuation into coastal 

development planning and environmental decision-making, the recognition of mangroves 
as key nature-based solutions for climate adaptation and disaster risk reduction, and 
the development of blue carbon financing mechanisms, carbon credit programmes, and 
Payment for Ecosystem Services schemes. 

              क                                 -                   क             क  
      क  क  एक क   क   ,       क            क                       क   क        क   -

               क            त       त        क                 , क           क          
         क             क    ए                क    क   क     श    क त      

 organic carbon value of ₹1,224.63 crore. 

     क क     क       ₹1,224.63 क     
 When vegetation and soil carbon pools are combined, the total blue carbon asset value of 

the Pichavaram Mangrove Ecosystem is estimated at ₹1,612.40 crore 

      त औ       क  क            क        त क                              क      क  क   

     क              क       ₹1,612.40 क      क  ग       
 The study recommends the integration of ecosystem service valuation into coastal 

development planning and environmental decision-making, the recognition of mangroves 
as key nature-based solutions for climate adaptation and disaster risk reduction, and 
the development of blue carbon financing mechanisms, carbon credit programmes, and 
Payment for Ecosystem Services schemes. 

              क                                 -                   क             क  
      क  क  एक क   क   ,       क            क                       क   क        क   -

               क            त       त        क                 , क           क          
         क             क    ए                क    क   क     श    क त      

 
 
 

PCS Special:    03 September 

03S9 Hong Kong activist Joshua Wong pleads guilty to ‗foreign collusion‘ 

     क    क  क   क                 ‗                        ‘ क           क    क   
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03S9. Hong Kong activist Joshua Wong 
pleads guilty to ‗foreign collusion‘ 

     क    क  क   क                 ‗       
                 ‘ क           क    क   

 Prominent Hong Kong pro-democracy 
activist Joshua Wong pleaded guilty on Wednesday 
to conspiracy to collude with foreign forces to 
endanger national security under a Beijing-
imposed law. 

    गक  ग क         क        क क   क                 
       क                     कए  ए एक क     क  त त 

             क                क    ए                  
        क    क        क           क    क    

 It was the second prosecution of Mr. Wong, 
a former student leader in the pro-democracy 
movement. 

   क        क        क             त       ग क                             

 


