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Questions and answers to‘the previous day’s daily quiz:
1. This British constitutional initiative provided the framewaork
for the formation of the Interim Government. Ans: The
Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946

2. The Commander-in-Chief of India while the Interim govt.
was in operation. Ans: General Sir Claude Auchinleck

3. The Muslim League finally joined the Interim Government on
this date. Ans: October 26, 1946

4. The members of the Constituent Assembly, from which the
Interim Government was formed were chosen through this
mechanism. Ans: They were not elected directly by the
public. Members were elected by the provincial
legislative assemblies

5. The Interim Government ceased to exist on this date.
Mention the major constitutional event which brought its
tenure to an end. Ans: It ceased to exist on August 15,
1947, when British India was partitioned and power was
transferred to the new Dominions of India and Pakistan
Visual: Identify these members of the Interim Government.
Ans: (From left) Sarat Chandra Bose, Jagjivan Ram,
Rajendra Prasad, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Asaf Ali,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Syed Ali Zaheer

Early birds: Prem Nath Tiwari| Sitaram Saharay| Neil Lall|
Anan E A Rahim| Venkat Parthasarathy

03S9. Quiz

1. Constitutional Framework for the Interim
Government

e The Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946 provided the
political framework for establishing an Interim
Government and a Constituent Assembly.

e The mission comprised Pethick-Lawrence,
Stafford Cripps and A. V. Alexander, representing the
British government.

e Its statement of 16 May 1946 proposed an
interim administration while arrangements for constitution
making proceeded.

e The Interim Government assumed office on 2
September 1946, with Jawaharlal Nehru serving as
Vice-President of the Viceroy’s Executive Council.

e |t administered British India during the transition
towards independence, while the Constituent Assembly
undertook the separate responsibility of framing a
constitution.

2. Commander-in-Chief During the Interim Government

e Sir Claude Auchinleck served as Commander-in-Chief, India, during the Interim
Government’s tenure between September 1946 and August 1947,
e His second appointment to this office began in June 1943 and continued until the partition of

British India.

e An important correction concerns his rank: he was already a Field Marshal in 1946, making
that designation more precise than General.
e His responsibilities included military administration and preparations for dividing the armed

forces between India and Pakistan.

¢ His military command was distinct from the civilian Defence portfolio, which was held by

Sardar Baldev Singh.

3. Muslim League’s Entry into the Interim Government

e The Muslim League joined the Interim Government on 26 October 1946, after initially
refusing to participate when it began functioning.

o Its participation followed negotiations involving Viceroy Lord Wavell and the political
leadership of the League and Congress.

e Five League nominees entered the administration: Liaquat Ali Khan, I. I. Chundrigar, Abdur
Rab Nishtar, Ghazanfar Ali Khan and Jogendra Nath Mandal.

e Liaquat Ali Khan received the Finance portfolio, giving the League an influential position

within the government.

e Participation in the executive did not resolve disagreements over Pakistan or secure lasting

constitutional cooperation

4. Selection of Constituent Assembly Members

e The Constituent Assembly’s provincial representatives were indirectly elected by members
of the Provincial Legislative Assemblies, rather than directly by citizens.

e The Cabinet Mission scheme prescribed proportional representation through the single
transferable vote, with separate voting by designated communities.

e The planned strength was 389: 292 provincial representatives, four representatives from
Chief Commissioners’ provinces and 93 from princely states.

¢ Princely state representation followed different arrangements, so the provincial election rule

did not cover every member.
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Crucially, the Interim Government was the reconstituted Viceroy’s Executive Council, not
an executive elected by this Assembly.

of the Interim Government

The Interim Government’s tenure ended on 15 August 1947, when independence and
partition transformed the constitutional structure of British India.

The Indian Independence Act, 1947, provided the legal basis for establishing the
independent Dominions of India and Pakistan.

The Act received Royal Assent on 18 July 1947 and designated 15 August as the appointed
day.

British governmental responsibility ended, and the new dominion administrations assumed
authority within their respective territories.

Independence did not immediately make India a republic; the republican Constitution came
into force later, on 26 January 1950 instead.

6. Visual Question: Members of the Interim Government

Sarat Chandra Bose held the Works, Mines and Power portfolio in the initial Interim
Government.

Jagjivan Ram was responsible for Labour, while Rajendra Prasad handled Food and
Agriculture.

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel held Home, including Information and Broadcasting, within the
administration.

Asaf Ali handled communications responsibilities covering Railways and War Transport
during the initial allocation.

Jawaharlal Nehru held External Affairs and Commonwealth Affairs and served as the
Executive Council’s Vice-President.

Syed Ali Zaheer handled Legislative matters; the initial portfolio list also assigned him Posts
and Air responsibilities before subsequent ministerial changes.
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A colonial gaze: how the British imagined Bastar and its people
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A colonial gaze: how the British imagined

Bastar and its people

Colonial accounts portrayed Bastar as a primitive, isolated woodland whose inhabitants were ‘rude and barbarous, while a flawed census produced

wildly unreliable population figures and recorded a plethora of colourful vet inaccurate professions

Shantanu Nandan Sharma

or years, Bastar remained an
enigma to the British, who
erroneously and conveniently

dismissed it as a mysterious
woodland inhabited by cannibals,
painting it as an island of primitiveness
amidst civilisations. In his enthusiasm to

" author a two-volume work on India, East

India Company official Henry Harpur
Spry went so far as to describe the people
of Bastar as those who ‘sacrifice and eat
their fellow creatures’.

Spread of misinformation
Consider this: Spry never set foot in
Bastar, relying instead on hearsay from
Company officers like Captain Crawfurd
of the Bengal Artillery, who oversaw
Chhattisgarh. Spry’s armchair account
reads more like lengthy chatter rather
than a valuable historical document.
Further, there is no evidence to suggest
that Crawfurd himself had any first-hand
experience in Bastar. It is important to
put it on record that Spry also made a
glaring mistake on Bastar when he called
its Rajput Raja a Gond. This mistake was
possibly carried over from the past. While
translating the Tarikh-i-Firishta, a
medieval Persian history of the Deccan
with intriguing references to the Bastar of
1610-11, John Briggs added an asterisk to
the Bastar raja, mistakenly labelling him
as a Gond chief.

The isolation of Bastar fostered the
spread of misinformation. A report from
the East India Company in 1812, for

example, provided a skewed perspective
of the area and the people therein. The
inhabitants were described as ‘rude and
barbarous’, yet they were paradoxically
praised for the staunch defence of their
‘ancient rightful inheritance’ - the
lowlands. The report says that they,
‘although rude and barbarous, may yet be
denominated warlike, as they have always
distinguished themselves bold,
persevering champions of the great law of
nature’.

It further adds: ‘Being driven to their
wild unwholesome fastness, among the
mountains, they frequently descend in
harvest time, into the lowlands, to dispute
the produce of their ancient rightful
inheritance with their present
possessors...” Clearly, the report’s author
had not visited the territory.

Counting the people
The first attempt to quantify Bastar’s
population came on November 5, 1866
during a census in the Central Provinces.
This inaugural headcount yielded a figure
of 2,69,684. However, the census was
plagued by significant anomalies. The
administration faced a dilemma when the
next census in 1872 showed an
inexplicable 70 per cent drop in the
population, bringing the total down to
78,856. The breakdown of this figure
included 29,060 Hindus, 1,704 Muslims,
and a substantial category of 48,092
classified as ‘others’.

A deadly combination of cholera and
famine ravaged central India in 1869,
undoubtedly impacting Bastar. However,

this alone would not explain the
population plunge — a staggering 1,90,828
residents vanishing in just six years. The
numbers reeked of error.

JW. Neill, officiating secretary to the
Central Provinces’ chief commissioner,
echoed these concerns in his report on
the 1872 census. He pointed out glaring
inconsistencies: The 1866 Bastar figures
were likely mere estimates based on area,
while the 1872 census, despite claiming a
more rigorous method, also appeared
flawed, as in many villages ‘the children
were not enumerated’. The report quotes.
comments from the deputy commissioner
of Upper Godavari district, under whose
jurisdiction Bastar fell for census
purposes.

Neill’s report continued to expose the
flaws of the 1872 census in Bastar. While
forms and instructions reached the raja,
‘there is no means of knowing whether
houses were numbered or lists of
inhabitants taken previous to the night of
the Census’. Some areas, such as
Jagdalpur, Bhopalpatnam and Bijapur,
showed decent efforts, but the rest
carried errors.

Most alarmingly, children under twelve
were entirely omitted. While the Central
Provinces overall saw a modest increase
(from 9.06 million to 9.25 million),
Bastar’s dramatic decline remained an
enigma. In the census exercise of early
British days, a headcount was conducted
on a single day.

The 1872 census wasn’t just plagued by
regional discrepancies; there were some
structural errors too. The sheer number

of categories (caste, occupation, race,
religion, remarks, etc. — a whopping
nineteen) gave printers nightmares.
Worse yet, a lack of training on
open-ended questions led to a plethora of
colourful yet inaccurate professions
across the Central Provinces. Imagine
finding entries like ‘con man’, ‘pimp’,
‘prostitute’, ‘idiot’, and ‘thief” —a
reflection more on the confusion of the
enumerators than the reality of the
population.

Neill’s report candidly highlighted the
hilarious mishaps. He blamed some of the
bizarre entries on overzealous
enumerators who seemed determined to
write something or the other in the
occupancy column against every
individual. Infants, for instance, were
listed as “sucking’, children as simply
‘playing’, and newcomers to a village as
‘guests’.

Further confusion arose with the term
pesha-i-khud, loosely translated as
self-employed. Its frequent appearance
left senior officers scratching their heads,
unsure of the specific occupations it
indicated. Neill even documented the
enumerators’ struggle to differentiate
between lunatics and idiots, wryly noting
‘it having been impossible to separate
them, as the enumerators did not
appreciate the distinction between the
two classes’.

(Excerpted with permission from
Hachette India from Shantanu Nandan
Sharma’s Rebel Bastar: History, Maoism
and the Search for Answers in India’s
Heartland)
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Spread of misinformation

For years, Bastar remained an enigma to the British, who erroneously and conveniently
dismissed it as a mysterious woodland inhabited by cannibals, painting it as an island of
primitiveness amidst civilisations.

aul ek SEAX 7SIl o ToIT Ueh WEE =11 T, FSiegiet Teiet 3R Graemsteren &7 & 58 weTiarar &
3TN, Teh EEAHY Tt 819 oh &9 A WIRST X 1T 3R Tt & ofrer g8 anfeaar & o gdia

& &7 H =™ Ram)

In his enthusiasm to author a two-volume work on India, East India Company official Henry
Harpur Spry went so far as to describe the people of Bastar as those who ‘sacrifice and eat

their fellow creatures’.

R 9T &1 Wl H Ueh T forget & 3ca1g & ST 3337 Hhusir & TR gl T T & ST’
o ol &l OF STt o 9 & GTOTT et deh hT & T &, SiY 3791 A1 Hepsat ot afer o 3

S @ g

HTHS GAIHT FT TAR

Consider this: Spry never set foot in Bastar, relying instead on hearsay from Company
officers like Captain Crawfurd of the Bengal Artillery, who oversaw Chhattisgarh.

59 W R AT TS F F3i ST & FgH I A6l 1T, o Ioaied GG T ST FHled
aTel SaTTel 3TECRT & FeeeT IS S8 el SRR & FTeet Goll-FeATS STell TR ST fha|
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e Spry’'s armchair account reads more like lengthy chatter rather than a valuable historical

document.
TS T Ig g Foa fora a1 Ryawor fonelt Hezrare Wfagiiliss axdrdst &1 et se-dis e
SraT T8 gdiid 8T gl

e Further, there is no evidence to suggest that Crawfurd himself had any first-hand experience
in Bastar.
g8 TR, Tg Hehel ot ATeT IS THTUT AET & Toh TIT ShIHS Sl TE T hIS TeI&T HeToTa
aT|

e Itis important to put it on record that Spry also made a glaring mistake on Bastar when he
called its Rajput Raja a Gond.

T Got T HEeaIUT & o TS oF T 3 ey 7 T 3199 eIy A 8 Y, 579 oot 3AF
STYT TSI 1 3¥s S|

e This mistake was possibly carried over from the past.
HHI: g el Icdid & ol 31T T 2

e While translating the Tarikh-i-Firishta, a medieval Persian history of the Deccan with intriguing
references to the Bastar of 1610-11, John Briggs added an asterisk to the Bastar raja,
mistakenly labelling him as a Gond chief.

AE-U-RERRaT &7 3eTaTe YT THY, Si EFehed I Teh HEFhTol=l BRAT Sfaierd ¢ R foras
1610-11 F §TR F A T A &, e f998 o TR & TS & AT & TTY T dRifehd
TRIEsT o 3R ITerch & 3¢ AMiE Y@ o &9 7 et o fem|

e The isolation of Bastar fostered the spread of misinformation.
SER o N o HTHD AT o TR S Forar il

e A report from the East India Company in 1812, for example, provided a skewed perspective of
the area and the people therein.

38T & oIU, 1812 & $¥e 331 Shusiy Fif Ueh ROl & 39 817 31T a8l & 91 1 vhgsir
gfseahIoT gEdd R

e The inhabitants were described as ‘rude and barbarous’, yet they were paradoxically praised
for the staunch defence of their ‘ancient rightful inheritance’ — the lowlands.

Fel & fAaTfaat & 3rasy 3R Fa aarar a3, R off faRremamet w9 3 37 ‘arehier der
FaUfadR’ — forer 81-4m9T — 1 g¢ T&T & forw 3a7eht g 1 o8|
e The report says that they, ‘although rude and barbarous, may yet be denominated warlike, as

they have always distinguished themselves bold, persevering champions of the great law of
nature’.

RalE & shgr a1 g o d, T 3rq97 AR T &, T 3 3¢ JeurTira ot ST FehaTl &, FiTh
3ogial ¥ &l Hed Tpfa & AT s & wrgwt 31K g5 Agemsit & &9 7 wfafsd frar g
o It further adds: ‘Being driven to their wild unwholesome fastness, among the mountains, they

frequently descend in harvest time, into the lowlands, to dispute the produce of their ancient
rightful inheritance with their present possessors...’

SHH 3T gl ITAT E: 'TGTST oh e 3T STelt A FTEATELIFT GIH TUTeAl b7 3R WS e
dTe;, I 3R ol oh A Torerel 1-3719T H e ©, cllieh 319l YTellel 98 STRITEhR i 3ueT I
3T gIH TAMHAT & TTY fIa1E FT Toh...’

e Clearly, the report’s author had not visited the territory.

Tose &Y T, NOIE & @ 7 39 &7 1 a7 781 fomar o)

Counting the people
SITHEHT Y I0TAT

e The first attempt to quantify Bastar’'s population came on November 5, 1866 during a census
in the Central Provinces.
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SER T STAHEAT T AT SHTTeA T Igell YA 5 Ad, 1866ﬁm2rl;r'ra"rﬁ§§mé7
airet fopam e

This inaugural headcount yielded a figure of 2,69,684.

S Tgoll STeTaT0TeTT 3 2,69,684 FhT STTHEAT &of &1 TS|

However, the census was plagued by significant anomalies.

glellieh, G STeTaTUTeAT Hgeaqor fawarfaal & e Y|

The administration faced a dilemma when the next census in 1872 showed an inexplicable 70
per cent drop in the population, bringing the total down to 78,856.

SIRITHET o HIHe T AT Scea] 81 ITS STo 1872 T HITel STeAaT0TAT 3 STeAEEAT #H 70 Ficrere

Irease fRmae s & 3R ot STeraear e 78,856 6 TS|

The breakdown of this figure included 29,060 Hindus, 1,704 Muslims, and a substantial
category of 48,092 classified as ‘others’.

$H 6T & 29,060 g, 1,704 AIFera 3k 48,092 wliatt hr weh w5t Aoft enfdier o, foiwg ‘372 &
& 3 qaffepe fomam Iram o

A deadly combination of cholera and famine ravaged central India in 1869, undoubtedly
impacting Bastar.

1869 & &1 3T 31Tl & T ATl o AL AR & 1 JaTr #Fa1s, o gerT fATdeg se)
R T 9HT TeT|

However, this alone would not explain the population plunge — a staggering 1,90,828
residents vanishing in just six years.

gTelifeh, hdol SHY STTHEIT H Sleil 93 [FRTae T SITET 8T T ST bl — HATT O ast 7
1,90,828 farfat ST I @) SATAT 37T 3TATEROT 27|

The numbers reeked of error.

T HiehsT & e Tave w0 § s et ot

J.W. Neill, officiating secretary to the Central Provinces’ chief commissioner, echoed these
concerns in his report on the 1872 census.

A GTdll & HET AYF & HRATe Al 3667, dAlel o 1872 I STAINUTAT R 30T RATE H
=T i3t Y aYeRra)
He pointed out glaring inconsistencies: The 1866 Bastar figures were likely mere estimates

based on area, while the 1872 census, despite claiming a more rigorous method, also
appeared flawed, as in many villages ‘the children were not enumerated’.

Sogiel IR FAGeTfal 7 3R Tohd fhaT: 1866 & ITAR & 3iTehs THAT: 81Tl & YR T
ST 31T AT AT &, STafeh 1872 & ST, 3718 hoR Tetifa 39eTe 1 grar iet &
STasie, RYOT Tl g3, FAfh 31eieh ITTaT 7 ‘areat Y JoreT 7 Hr 7|

The report quotes comments from the deputy commissioner of Upper Godavari district, under
whose jurisdiction Bastar fell for census purposes.

Ree 3 3z Merad forer & Bed) wfrest i feeuforr gy $r a1 §, oot iR & 3
STIUTAT o 3662 H SEAT 1T AT
Neill's report continued to expose the flaws of the 1872 census in Bastar.

et 1 RAE & ST H 1872 &Y FIT0TAT T IfAAT T AR FHIAT STRY @7 |

While forms and instructions reached the raja, ‘there is no means of knowing whether houses
were numbered or lists of inhabitants taken previous to the night of the Census’.

mﬁmmﬁéarwaq@& Y SATeTel T IS TTEIT AT & b AT ERY Y HHiThd
T ara & A SrevaToTeT Y U & g et Fr gt aAr F s o

Some areas, such as Jagdalpur, Bhopalpatnam and Bijapur, showed decent efforts, but the
rest carried errors.

STGER, HTaTerdesTe R SISgY S e &¥=t 7 3T 93 fohe 91, olfehat AW aﬁrﬁrgﬁﬁ
off|
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Most alarmingly, children under twelve were entirely omitted.
oY RidTsiete o1 T AT 7o aRE a8 & F37 Y & Fodl F1 7 ae 813 o arm am)

While the Central Provinces overall saw a modest increase (from 9.06 million to 9.25 million),
Bastar’'s dramatic decline remained an enigma.

Safe Aeg mﬁr@mﬁﬂmﬁq—cﬁ@é (9.06 TAferIeT & 9.25 FAfeIT d), ST Hr
ATCHT FATEAT FRTGE Teh @ a1 @ |
In the census exercise of early British days, a headcount was conducted on a single day.

IR fafeer e Hr SeroraT gfshar 7 v & f&eT sterarorar i Sirdr oY

The 1872 census wasn't just plagued by regional discrepancies; there were some structural
errors too.

1872 Y ST harel &1 FAGaTicral & €1 o1& w1 oY, 36 o TIaalcns Ffear o of|
The sheer number of categories (caste, occupation, race, religion, remarks, etc. —a
whopping nineteen) gave printers nightmares.

ATOTGT T JcATerh T (ST, SFIH, &, U, FeTa Ol 3nfe — el 3eeli) o Hoeht
oI $TdY Sfsarsar Yer s &

Worse yet, a lack of training on open-ended questions led to a plethora of colourful yet
inaccurate professions across the Central Provinces.

sﬂﬁaﬁwﬁuﬁwﬁ%qﬁmsﬁwmimﬁﬁﬂwqﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁ%
I ST &of [T 7T

Imagine finding entries like ‘con man’, ‘pimp’, ‘prostitute’, ‘idiot’, and ‘thief — a reflection more
on the confusion of the enumerators than the reality of the population.

T HITST f&h ‘ST, ‘Galter, ‘AT, ‘FE' 3R TR S FGROT &1 UIT AT — ST SFTAEEAT Y
AREA TR hT JoletT 3 IroTarreh AT Y st Feafa 1 3iferss gfafse 2

Neill’'s report candidly highlighted the hilarious mishaps.

ofrer & RUIE o7 go7 gREATETE ${il 1 TISC ¥ & 3R foha|

He blamed some of the bizarre entries on overzealous enumerators who seemed determined
to write something or the other in the occupancy column against every individual.

3egiel o fafaT yiafteat & fov Ffa-3cume o 3t 1 [SFAeR sgmar, Sit Tede safdd
& AIH SFaHTY dTel HlcH H HS o FS ToI@el & AT gedeniodd Teiid gl I

Infants, for instance, were listed as ‘sucking’, children as simply ‘playing’, and newcomers to a
village as ‘guests’.

3ETeR0T & T, R & cgaary & &9 & ‘g ar, seeil & v shael @erar 3R 977a 7 7T 310
ST o ToIT ‘AT got fohaT 31T

Further confusion arose with the term pesha-i-khud, loosely translated as self-employed.
pesha-i-khud 21 &Y ohT AR $1A7 ScTeeT g3, THEHT A AN R IHo7aTe Fq-VI9IR & & 3
oram aram|

Its frequent appearance left senior officers scratching their heads, unsure of the specific
occupations it indicated.

3% IR-IR fe@s 2o & aisa 31TRRY 3rgHeH & U8 910 3R Ig GHST AT UT i I8 fhey
Tafarse saaamat 1 gaufar |

Neill even documented the enumerators’ struggle to differentiate between lunatics and idiots,
wryly noting ‘it having been impossible to separate them, as the enumerators did not
appreciate the distinction between the two classes’.

ATl o AUTATR AT & forT urTat AR AT & e 37w FT Ay oS w1 o gof a3
SIGTcHS & T TordT, ‘S ST Sl 376197 AT IHT AT, FA1fh IUTATRHAT o1 GleAT F31T o o1
37X & HAST Agr gra |’
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Godavari reaches north A.P. through Polavaram canal

qﬁmm%mﬁ:&w#mﬁmmﬂgﬁmmm

Godavari reaches north A.P.
through Polavaram canal

PAYAKARAOPET

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du on Wednesday laid out
aroad map for augmenting
water supply to the Utta-
randhra region through va-
rious projects and inter-
linking of rivers.

Releasing the Godavari
water to the north Andhra
region through the Polava-
ram Left Main Canal at PL
Puram village in Anakapal-
li district on Wednesday,
he said: “I had promised to
bring the Godavari water
to Uttarandhra and ful-
filled it,” he said. He
thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the
merger of seven mandals
in Telangana with Andhra
Pradesh, without which
Polavaram project would
have remained a dream.

The project, executed at
a cost of 34,192 crore, will

Polavaram Left Main Canal in Anakapalli on Wednesday.

ensure water for irrigating
four lakh acres, drinking
water to 9.23 lakh people,
and will meet the indus-
trial needs of East Godava-
ri, Kakinada, Konaseema,
Anakapalli, and Visakha-
patnam districts. He said
72% of Polavaram project
works had been completed
by 2019, but the previous
government had neglected
the project.

“With the blessings of
Annavaram Satyanarayana

Swamy, we have brought
the Godavari river water to
Anakapalli. By next year,
water will reach near Sim-
hadri Appanna (Simhacha-
lam in Visakhapatnam)
and Suryanarayana Swamy
at Arasavalli in future, rea-
lising the goal of interlink-
ing of the Godavari with
the Vamsadhara river. We
will offer ‘Jala Harathi’ to
every acre of land by inter-
linking the Godavari with
the Krishna,” he said.

03S9. Godavari reaches north A.P. through Polavaram canal

QISTaTH e & ATEAH { 30 3 G2 g a1 MNerad 7 el

¢ Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu on Wednesday laid out a road map
for augmenting water supply to the Uttarandhra region through various projects and
interlinking of rivers.

3T 22T o HEIHAT U, FgraTe A1Ig A JUaR I fafdeet RT3 3R AT i 3o &
SiS= & ATETH & S &7 & STelYicl Tl T TG TEcT |

e Releasing the Godavari water to the north Andhra region through the Polavaram Left Main
Canal at PL Puram village in Anakapalli district on Wednesday, he said: “| had promised
to bring the Godavari water to Uttarandhra and fulfilled it,” he said.

FUAR T HAFTee forel & e G 3MTa 7 NelTaH a1 HE e 3 ACTH § 3 3¢ &
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%ﬁvﬁmﬁmm@sﬁgﬁﬁmz “HeY 3T doh MSTaT T SToT STeY T ATeT fohaT 2T
3R 38 X R, 361t e

He thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the merger of seven mandals in Telangana
with Andhra Pradesh, without which Polavaram project would have remained a dream.

3egiel AT F AT HS! BT 3TY T3 F T Fa & AT G+ a¥g AN &1 =i
e, T a1 Qrematsd IRAS=T Ueh T9aT &1 I8 S|

The project, executed at a cost of ¥4,192 crore, will ensure water for irrigating four lakh
acres, drinking water to 9.23 lakh people, and will meet the industrial needs of East
Godavari, Kakinada, Konaseema, Anakapalli, and Visakhapatnam districts.

4,192 F3 & o191 ¥ Friifedd Tg TR IR a1 Tahs 1fA 1 fHwrs & fow s7er 3k
9.23 AT et & 9IS iATRad el aur gdt Merad, FTATST, Fiereiar, sTwaed iR
Rremaraaeer forat $r 3itean e smaegeandnsit s @ |

He said 72% of Polavaram project works had been completed by 2019, but the previous
government had neglected the project.

3egiel &gl foh 2019 Teh NeATaRH TRANSAT & 72% F1F R &1 Toh F, Ao sell TAR =
AREISTAT T 39T T 7|

“With the blessings of Annavaram Satyanarayana Swamy, we have brought the Godavari
river water to Anakapalli.

“IHeoTaH AcIARIIOT FGTHT & 3mefiaTe & g6 MeTad) AT FT ol AAFTeel dF of T L

By next year, water will reach near Simhadri Appanna (Simhachalam in Visakhapatnam)
and Suryanarayana Swamy at Arasavalli in future, realising the goal of interlinking of the
Godavari with the Vamsadhara river.

39T aY e STt R 3roqe=1 (Femamasa Rud Rigrea#d) & @ae iR afasg &
IHTEe R GAARIAOT T Foh TET, FSE aMerad i SR e § shga 1 we s
HIHR G|

We will offer ‘Jala Harathi’ to every acre of land by interlinking the Godavari with the
Krishna,” he said.

& TMGT Y FEUT F ASHF TeA Uahs A Y ‘ool gRfer 317 FE,” gl el
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Religion is oft used as a tool to suppress
women in the public sphere

eteran Islamic cleric Kanthapuram A.P.
‘ / Aboobacker Musliar’s directive to restrict
Muslim women’s participation in public
celebrations has unsettled Keralam because it
strikes at a fundamental question: women'’s right
to participate in public life. This is not merely a
quarrel over how Muslims should mark Prophet
Muhammad’s 1,501st birth anniversary. It is a test
of how far religious authority can intrude into the
lives of women in a State that takes pride in its
progressive social history. Kanthapuram says he
is merely reminding followers of established reli-
gious norms. His supporters argue Milad celebra-
tions have moved beyond mosques and madra-
sas into large public events, and that scholars
have a duty to caution against such departures.
That argument holds no weight. Communities
have the right to preserve traditions and regulate
religious practices, but they have to conform to
the values enshrined in the Constitution. When
women are told to remain at home because their
presence could cause “chaos”, the issue is no lon-
ger about religious observance; it is at variance
with constitutional equality and Keralam’s long
struggle to expand the space in public life for wo-
men disadvantaged by social customs and reli-
gious traditions.

The Muslim community is not a monolith. It
contains both orthodox and progressive cur-
rents. More Muslim women are breaking barriers
in education, employment, politics and public
life, but that progress is encountering a counter-
current of renewed orthodoxy and social control.
The CPI(M), Keralam’s main Opposition party
and a decades-old ally of the Kanthapuram-led
faction of Samastha Kerala Jamiyyathul Ulama, a
body of Sunni scholars, has responded sharply.
The Congress, which leads the ruling coalition,
was largely guarded until Chief Minister V.D.
Satheesan rubbished the decree as antediluvian.
The Indian Union Muslim League’s silence is har-
der to defend. A party with an active women'’s fo-
rum and a woman legislator for the first time in
the State Assembly cannot equivocate when wo-
men’s right to public participation is open to
challenge. Its caution may reflect political pres-
sure over Waqf, Vande Mataram and PM-SHRI, or
an attempt to improve ties with the Kanthapuram
faction amid strained relations with the rival Sa-
mastha faction. Whatever the political calcula-
tion, silence carries a cost. Religious freedom
does not confer on religious authorities the right
to regulate women’s freedom of movement, asso-
ciation and degree of participation in society.
During Onam, social media were awash with vi-
deos of young Muslim girls celebrating the har-
vest festival. Kanthapuram’s remarks drew criti-
cism from a section of Muslim women on social
media. Keralam cannot claim to be progressive
while making exceptions for orthodoxy.

03S9. Orthodoxy redux
wfeare A1 geraradt

e Veteran Islamic cleric Kanthapuram A.P. Aboobacker
Musliar’s directive to restrict Muslim women’s participation in public
celebrations has unsettled Keralam because it strikes at a
fundamental question: women'’s right to participate in public life.

aR~a sEaT aare FYTRA U, Jqaa AAfAAR & Fieo
A3 Y AT oieh FARIGT H HAENERY hl AT A o e el
F 3HAIY YeT I T §, i g Teh Hers[d 92T TR TER T o
T Shaer 7 Afgenait A smefierd #1 7ftwR)

e This is not merely a quarrel over how Muslims should mark
Prophet Muhammad’s 1,501st birth anniversary.

g hael 3 STl T A TadTe 7781 & fob FHAHATAL T YIS FHgFe; Y
1,501dt STt fFE YR AATAT TifeT|

e ltis atest of how far religious authority can intrude into the
lives of women in a State that takes pride in its progressive social
history.

g 39 1d T TIET & T 379eit yarfaefier aenfas Rwa 9w ard s
Tl TS H UTfAS WIASR A3 & Shiasd # 5 g do gTdald &

TS|

e Kanthapuram says he is merely reminding followers of
established religious norms.

AT T FEal § 1o I el AT T FATIS enfer AeTEst
e, fere 1@ &l

e His supporters argue Milad celebrations have moved beyond
mosques and madrasas into large public events, and that scholars
have a duty to caution against such departures.

IoTah HAAHT & o ¢ T FAaTg garig ATl 3R AT @ 3 dga
T AT Jore! 1 & o T IR Rearett 1 arded & R oy
farareteit & i et &l Jad |

e That argument holds no weight.
g a% AR B

e Communities have the right to preserve traditions and
regulate religious practices, but they have to conform to the values
enshrined in the Constitution.

T T 3T IR T TRFATT A 3R enfdien g3t
TafeafAd #te &1 AR 8, Afehet 3¢ wfdemer & fafa et & ey
gl glam|

e When women are told to remain at home because their presence could cause “chaos”, the
issue is no longer about religious observance; it is at variance with constitutional equality
and Keralam’s long struggle to expand the space in public life for women disadvantaged by
social customs and religious traditions.

ST AR T T gl ST & Toh SeTehl 3TTRATT T “IRTThdT ool 81 Tdhdll &, SATGIT d BX T
T€, Y FegT 3e enfieh reRor oo WA el TG, Tg HATTAeh FATAT T2T AT qF-
Rarsit 3R enfiter s{orT3it & e Aframsit & e e siae 7 Fare #1 AR & &
el & o FEY & faudie B
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The Muslim community is not a monaolith.

HRETH THST THET et 81

It contains both orthodox and progressive currents.

saH wfeardy ik gerfaefer, et amid Al &)

More Muslim women are breaking barriers in education, employment, politics and public

life, but that progress is encountering a counter current of renewed orthodoxy and social
control.

ifremTiRren HEerRT Afgemy T, VSR, TeTeiic 3R Ardeiieie Siiasl & arensit &1 oS W &,
el 8 YaTTcl T AT GeTsitiad Fears IR wrnfora frarsror 1 wfoemr & g wr g

The CPI(M), Keralam’s main Opposition party and a decades-old ally of the Kanthapuram-led
faction of Samastha Kerala Jamiyyathul Ulama, a body of Sunni scholars, has responded
sharply.

el 1 7EF fqued arét CPI(M) 3R Geait [edrell & Haret HAEd el STHId 3 &
FIATRHA-AcJcd dTel I T 2T =il AN o et wfforar caerd Hr gl

The Congress, which leads the ruling coalition, was largely guarded until Chief Minister V.D.
Satheesan rubbished the decree as antediluvian.

TG TS T AcJcd oA dToll HIAW hT FTAThAT ITRIRTRIT: Heleh @, ST ofeh foh FEaa=T
Gk mmﬁsﬂmmﬁwaﬁaﬁtmaaﬁgv@maﬁwﬁml
The Indian Union Muslim League’s silence is harder to defend.

i3 Jfage giees ot & ot 1 sara e 1Tt Hida B

A party with an active women’s forum and a woman legislator for the first time in the State
Assembly cannot equivocate when women'’s right to public participation is open to challenge.

T 0 & & fov, forass g afsha afger 79 & 311 5aa ugel aR U [aenaaen & v
Afgel faemas it #a7 8, AN & Ardeifare e 3 HfRIFHR HI galdr T s W 3rease
W 39T 3T A8 &

Its caution may reflect political pressure over Wagf, Vande Mataram and PM-SHRI, or an
attempt to improve ties with the Kanthapuram faction amid strained relations with the rival
Samastha faction.

T AT TP, F& ATAH 3 PM-SHRI T oiehT TeTeToieh gaTd &l Ffafefad  TehdT €,
1 wfcieded! FHE I[C & Y dATaqol Heti & e HIATqRH [T o T H GURA T TA &1
el g

Whatever the political calculation, silence carries a cost.

ST Tcreh aToTeAr =irg it o Y, gt Y var et gl 81

Religious freedom does not confer on religious authorities the right to regulate women'’s
freedom of movement, association and degree of participation in society.

e Fad=ar a1fds WTRT s AR ' 3ERTHT HI Tadadr, AT Taaf 3T gaTsT
# 36T ARy $Hr e #r AT w3 F1 31MFR ve=T A8 HLdT|

During Onam, social media were awash with videos of young Muslim girls celebrating the
harvest festival.

IO o gRIeT FRIeT HTSAT JaT AREA 3Tl gaRT BHel ScAd FeAlod o ATSAT A #1371 g31 27|
Kanthapuram’s remarks drew criticism from a section of Muslim women on social media.
HIUTYYE T feeaforat 1 @ierer ATSTT o AI¥ew A3t F Tah 79 1 eI T FHAT AT
REL

Keralam cannot claim to be progressive while making exceptions for orthodoxy.

WW%%@WW@W@W@%W@#HWH@?WWl
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Can jurists be appointed as
Supreme Court judges?

ished jurists to be appointed as SC judges remained unused?

Why has the provision allowing disti

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
upreme Court judge Justice Ujjal
Bhuyan on Sunday questioned
why a constitutional provision
allowing a “distinguished jurist”
to be appointed as a judge of the Supreme
Court has remained unused for more than
76 years. Addressing the 13th convocation
of National Law University, Delhi’s LL.M.
programme, Justice Bhuyan pointed out
that Article 124(3) of the Constitution
permits the appointment of a person
who, in the President’s opinion, is a
“distinguished jurist” as a Supreme Court
judge. However, no legal academic has so
far been elevated to the top court under
this provision.

‘What does the Constitution stipulate?
Article 124(3) of the Constitution lays
down three routes through which a

person may qualify for appointment as a
Supreme Court judge — a person must
have served as a High Court judge for at
least five years, practised as an advocate

of a High Court for at least 10 years, or be,

in the opinion of the President, a
“distinguished jurist”.

‘The provision, however, does not
define who qualifies as a “distinguished
jurist” or prescribe any minimum period
of professional experience for such a
person. Its inclusion as a separate
category nevertheless indicates that the
framers contemplated a route to the
Supreme Court beyond the conventional
pathways of judicial service and legal
practice, potentially opening the door to
eminent legal scholars and academics.

‘What do Constituent Assembly
debates reflect?

The “distinguished jurist” category was
added to the list of persons eligible for

appointment to the Supreme Court in the
draft Constitution. The Constituent
Assembly debates reflect that this was
intended to bring diversity in professional
backgrounds among those appointed to
the Bench of the Supreme Court.

Moving the amendment on May 24,
1949, Constituent Assembly member H.V.
Kamath said it sought “to open a wider
field of choice” for Supreme Court
appointments. He noted that persons
with “outstanding legal and juristic
learning” were “not necessarily confined
to judges or advocates”, pointing to the
selection of judges of the International
Court of Justice on similar terms.

The Constituent Assembly debates also
referred to the appointment of Felix
Frankfurter to the U.S. Supreme Court. In
1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
appointed Frankfurter, who had been a
professor at Harvard Law School for 25
years, as an Associate Justice of the U.S.

Supreme Court. Justice Frankfurter went
on to become a noted advocate of the
doctrine of judicial restraint — the
principle that courts should respect the
domain of the elected legislature and the
executive, and exercise restraint in
interfering with their decisions.

Assembly member M.
Ananthasayanam Ayyangar cited Justice
Frankfurter’s appointment as a “novel
experiment” that had worked well, noting
that legal expertise was not confined to
practising lawyers or judges.

Can a “distinguished jurist’ be
appointed as a High Court judge?
The Constituent Assembly had also
considered allowing “distinguished
jurists” to be appointed as High Court
judges. On June 7, 1949, Professor Shibban
Lal Saksena moved an amendment
proposing their inclusion among those
eligible for appointment to a High Court.
The proposal, however, was not accepted.
Nearly three decades later, the
Constitution (Forty-second Amendment)
Act, 1976, enacted during the Emergency,

amended Article 217, which lays down the
qualifications for appointment as a High
Court judge. The amendment allowed a
person who was, in the opinion of the
President, a “distinguished jurist” to be
appointed to a High Court. The provision
came into force in January 1977 but was
omitted by the Constitution (Forty-fourth

03S9. Can jurists be appointed as Supreme Court judges?

F1 Rftdast # wafoa Samarey & warardier & w0 7 g B s awar

Amendment) Act, 1978.

‘What limits the use of this provision?
Despite being part of the Constitution
since its inception, the provision has
never been invoked. Supreme Court
judges have overwhelmingly been
appointed from among High Court
judges, with only 11 advocates directly
elevated from the Bar.

The appointment process itself may
also help explain why the provision has
remained unused, since a jurist would
first have to be recommended by the
Supreme Court Collegium. Legal scholar
‘Upendra Baxi, whose possible
appointment to the court never
materialised, described the provision as a
“dead issue” in a 2015 interview with
LiveLaw.

Another concern is that legal
academics may lack courtroom and
procedural experience. However,
full-time law teachers themselves face
restrictions on practising as advocates.
Under Rule 49 of the Bar Council of India
Rules, an advocate who takes up full-time
salaried employment must cease to
practise while such employment
continues. In 2019, the Consortium of
National Law Universities sought a
relaxation of this restriction to allow
full-time faculty to practise in courts and
bridge the divide between “law in books™
and “law in action”.

e Supreme Court judge Justice Ujjal Bhuyan on Sunday questioned why a constitutional
provision allowing a “distinguished jurist” to be appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court
has remained unused for more than 76 years.

Halfed ~ARTer o warareier FArefet 35orer 83T & AT 1 9T 31T o6 Halfeds =ararery
& warareer & &9 & frd “gfaftsa Rftdar &1 Fgfea @i segafa & aror denfaes yratms
76 ISt & 3110 THT A TGl F1 8

e Addressing the 13th convocation of National Law University, Delhi’s LL.M. programme,
Justice Bhuyan pointed out that Article 124(3) of the Constitution permits the appointment of a
person who, in the President’s opinion, is a “distinguished jurist” as a Supreme Court

judge.

e fafey feafaearer, feeel & LL.M. FREisha & 139 Qafid FHRIE $I Gelfiid Hid U
[ 73T o TAT o AIGUTT 1 HeTede 124(3) T eFFd &l Fafed =TT
SITATRT & §9 H A HI A AT AT &, S sy hr I & “gfafes faftaar |

e However, no legal academic has so far been elevated to the top court under this provision.

gellieh, 3d deh 38 WG & ded fhar off fafer Rranfag 1 wafea samarea & geleatd 18t

ERIKIR IR

What does the Constitution stipulate?

gfeue & Fa7 yauT 82

e Atrticle 124(3) of the Constitution lays down three routes through which a person may qualify
for appointment as a Supreme Court judge — a person must have served as a High Court
judge for at least five years, practised as an advocate of a High Court for at least 10 years, or
be, in the opinion of the President, a “distinguished jurist”.

TG T DG 124(3) cliet T AT e e & fSieteh Areas & &l cafed wdfea
AT & AR o §9 & forgiere & forw a9 g Fehall & — el il of har--hat drg
Iy doh 3T IRATT & ~IrITNeT & 9 F HRT fhar 8, #3-9-hd 10 gt ae fpdy 3=
IR H JTaFdr o FT F gohreld I &1, IT Tseqfa i T F gg “afafSsa fafgdanr g

e The provision, however, does not define who qualifies as a “distinguished jurist” or
prescribe any minimum period of professional experience for such a person.
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gTelifeh, I TTaETs Ig IRATRE A€t Ftar1 i “afafsd aftaar & ¥ 7 Fia Jeg grem ar t&
bl o T TRl ~eTcTat ST deh 3HeJeTa i Jrafer fereT et =78t aea|

e |tsinclusion as a separate category nevertheless indicates that the framers contemplated a
route to the Supreme Court beyond the conventional pathways of judicial service and legal
practice, potentially opening the door to eminent legal scholars and academics.

AT ofY, T 31cTeT AT & T H SHHAT TATIL TG Tohd ST & T ATAeTaT AT & =a1f¥es dar
wmﬁyaw$mm#maﬁwmﬁqgﬂ#$wmﬁm
s o, forad wfafSad fafer faegmt 3ik Ruemfaet & fore demmiae §7 & AT Gt Hever 7|

What do Constituent Assembly debates reflect?

afaur gom Y 788 Fa1 gt &2

o The “distinguished jurist” category was added to the list of persons eligible for appointment
to the Supreme Court in the draft Constitution.

“gfafsa faftdar & Aok & urey Gfaens & gafea =araro # @gfed & fow ue sgfFaat
T i # ST I |

e The Constituent Assembly debates reflect that this was intended to bring diversity in
professional backgrounds among those appointed to the Bench of the Supreme Court.

TG FIT hT TGl & TISE BIclT § o SHeAT 3T Faied =ararerd 1 dis # frgara safaaat
Y SATRIAE qessfA F fafderar o i)

e Moving the amendment on May 24, 1949, Constituent Assembly member H.V. Kamath said it
sought “to open a wider field of choice” for Supreme Court appointments.
24 ﬂé1949a#mﬁﬂﬁmamﬁ§wﬁwmﬂ$mw.aﬁ. FTHY A Fgl Toh ST 36627
Hafed =graTer 7 fAgfFaat & fov “age T saqe &1 @iear” 7|

e He noted that persons with “outstanding legal and juristic learning” were “not necessarily

confined to judges or advocates”, pointing to the selection of judges of the International Court
of Justice on similar terms.

3giot gl o “Fegree ettt IR aftrameT e Tt arer safad “smaeaes &9 & e
7 31fAGFAT3 Tk WA 81 gra”, 3R 3=glet 3T YhR S 2l T FARSET =TT &
~arreielt & TIT FT 3ol fHaT|

e The Constituent Assembly debates also referred to the appointment of Felix Frankfurter to the
U.S. Supreme Court.

TiaTe FeT kT SEal H BfAFH harhe 1 ARHT Fafea warrerd & fogierd o1 8 Seo@
T aram|

e |n 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed Frankfurter, who had been a professor at
Harvard Law School for 25 years, as an Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court.

1939 # Teufa hearfae 3t Feldee o havh F1 3RS Tafear ~ararerT &1 tAff{ve Afeeq
forgerat foham, St 25 ot ok g1dS &f Fher F WHER @ U
e Justice Frankfurter went on to become a noted advocate of the doctrine of judicial restraint —

the principle that courts should respect the domain of the elected legislature and the
executive, and exercise restraint in interfering with their decisions.

TR thehthe 31T Tolehd +ATT WIH & RAHTa & 9@ T ool — I NeHid A ¢
& =Tt s RaTa e 3R RO & &35 1 GFATT T T1feT JuT 39 ATt

H gEINT FA GHI HIH A=A A1V

e Assembly member M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar cited Justice Frankfurter's appointment as
a “novel experiment” that had worked well, noting that legal expertise was not confined to
practising lawyers or judges.

HTAUT FIT oh TEET UH. HATAIAH HTAINR o wI1GH el Shehthe T h fergfebet bt weh “aTefier
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TART T, ST Aol TGT AT, 3R e Toh Siefelt TaRISaT chael aehiered el alel Jifeiaerdrait ar
=grarefelt de DA 8T &1

Can a ‘distinguished jurist’ be appointed as a High Court judge?
Fa1 et ‘wfafSsa Rt it soa mamaTea &1 =amamir Fgea far s award?

The Constituent Assembly had also considered allowing “distinguished jurists” to be
appointed as High Court judges.

Hiee @ o “sfafea Rftrdans w1 soa sararey & sararder & ¥4 7 P ged s
31gAfd & o) ofY faram ok 2|

On June 7, 1949, Professor Shibban Lal Saksena moved an amendment proposing their
inclusion among those eligible for appointment to a High Court.

7 SfeT 1949 T Wtha fRYsareT diTer FFAT o Ueh FRMI & fohaT, TSI 3¢ 3o ~amrrey &
fAgfea & fow ar safFaat 7 enfaer e 1 gedra am|

The proposal, however, was not accepted.

grelifeh, I TEATT TAHR Ag T I

Nearly three decades later, the Constitution (Forty-second Amendment) Act, 1976, enacted
during the Emergency, amended Article 217, which lays down the qualifications for
appointment as a High Court judge.

I A1 2Tk ST, ITUTARI & Tl TAAAAT i (aareiwar wanee) e,
1976 ¥ 3eTehe 217 7 RIS foha, S 350 wamTerd & arameier & &9 7 Fgfed & fow
Qegard iR Farg|

The amendment allowed a person who was, in the opinion of the President, a “distinguished
jurist” to be appointed to a High Court.

S8 HA o O Tl bl 3T w1 H [gehe] el I HeTATT &1, S Irsgafel 1 g &
“gfafSsa faf@ar a1

The provision came into force in January 1977 but was omitted by the Constitution (Forty-
fourth Amendment) Act, 1978.

TE GTTEITT SFofardl 1977 H SlI] E3T, ifehet wireneT (Tareiwar etere) srfrfaga, 1978 garT s&
ger fear |

What limits the use of this provision?

TH TG & 39997 &1 341 AT Far 2

Despite being part of the Constitution since its inception, the provision has never been
invoked.

GiaeeT & UReT A €1 SHehT GEHT Blel o FTaole, SH Tl T F3t 3TN gt v A g |

Supreme Court judges have overwhelmingly been appointed from among High Court judges,
with only 11 advocates directly elevated from the Bar.

ﬁwmm*mtﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁgﬁrw:mma:mmﬁﬁﬁgé% K CICD
Fad 11 3aFar3it F A T) O gala =arareT & gelesdd har AT gl

The appointment process itself may also help explain why the provision has remained
unused, since a jurist would first have to be recommended by the Supreme Court Collegium.

fAgfFa afshar T2 ot 71 THST & TrIdT F Thell ¢ foh TE TTaeiTet Igehd 41 TeT &,
Fifer Ry faftraar & A1 6T uger Wafea FarTaT HATHTH ZaRT RABINET H S i |

Legal scholar Upendra Baxi, whose possible appointment to the court never materialised,
described the provision as a “dead issue” in a 2015 interview with LiveLaw.
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fafer fearet 3dg qerelt, iereh! =amarery & Fefad fAgfed Fall TR =1l g3, =1 2015 3
LiveLaw T feT Ueh HI&TcohR & S8 YIGETeT T “Fe Fegl” Sl AT|

e Another concern is that legal academics may lack courtroom and procedural experience.
Te 319 AT g ¢ & Raftr franfel & samamerdier 3 witvarcne smeqera 7 3191 81 AT 51

o However, full-time law teachers themselves face restrictions on practising as advocates.
gleilteh, qoientioleh Tafer RIatent T T HTAGFAT & T A Fahrerd Fat W IfaeT 7 Qe e
RECIE

e Under Rule 49 of the Bar Council of India Rules, an advocate who takes up full-time salaried
employment must cease to practise while such employment continues.

TR F13fer 3w 33T faest & fvaer 49 & Tgd, quihifers daaeief AT TP et arel
31fOraear 1 ¥t Al TR ot F SRIT IhTeId T e AT BT B

o In 2019, the Consortium of National Law Universities sought a relaxation of this restriction to
allow full-time faculty to practise in courts and bridge the divide between “law in books” and
“law in action”

2010 3 AP 3itw Sererer i aFrARFEIST & 37 SR 3% T 391 S FT Y, AT ot

HehTd HeE ~ATATerdl 7 Tehleld X Toh AR “Rrarel FTeler” TUT “qagR & Flele1” & §1d &

3aT &Y gTe Toh |
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Constitutional faultlines in FCRA Bill

FCRA 9as & wadurfas srafaer

Constitutional faultlines in FCRA Bill

The FCRA Amendment Bill. 2026 provides for a ‘Designated Authority’ to oversee the management and disposal of foreign contributions and assets when an organisation’s

FCRA certificate is cancelled or ceases to exis

LETTER & SPIRIT

Thajaswini C.B.
Siddharth Dev Prasad

tis hard to deny that the state has a

legitimate concern in regulating

foreign contributions in India, as

foreign donations raise issues
concerning national security,
transparency in democracy, and public
accountability. For decades, the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act has been
the instrument through which this
interest has been pursued. However, the
Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2026 raises a different
question altogether. It goes beyond
regulating foreign contributions, to the
extent to which the state may intervene in
assets and institutional activities
associated with them.

The fundamental issue, therefore, is
not a debate between civil society and
national security. It is about where the
State, in pursuit of its legitimate
regulatory goal, may cross the boundary
from regulating foreign contributions to
exercising undue executive control over
the institutions that receive them.

The Bill's most important aspect is a
statutory framework for the vesting,
supervision, management and disposal of
foreign contributions and assets through a

Designated Authority’. Where an
organisation’s FCRA certificate is
cancelled, surrendered or ceases to exist,
including due to non-renewal, the Central
government may appoint an authority to
which the foreign contribution .md assets
created from it may vest i

i \

cancellation can follow continuing
non-compliance, and penalties can attach
to the diversion or misappropriation of
foreign contributions. The Bill, however,
represents a significant expansion of the
statutory consequences that can follow
the loss of FCRA registration. Importantly,
the existing FCRA law already contains a
provision for vesting assets created from
foreign funds upon What is

Opposition MPs protest in New Delhi on April 1, demanding f the FCRA Bill

Even if the dichotomy between
ownership and custody may have some
legal relevance, its practical
consequences are not. An entity whose
success is dependent on the continuity of
management will place greater emphasis
on control than ownership. Ownership
may remain formally undisturbed, but a
change in management control

ly alters i

management of institutional activities by a
government-appointed authority, the
safeguards attending that transfer must be
commensurately robust.

‘Therefore, the Bill warrants scrutiny of
the extent of the discretion delegated to
the executive, the safeguards governing
its exercise and the standards applicable
to decisions concerning possession,
management, and permanent vesting.
The Bill provides for the restoration of
assets when registration is obtained,
renewed, or restored within the
prescribed period, as well as mechanisms
for revision and judicial appeal. The
constitutional question is whether these
safeguards are sufficiently clear, timely
and effective.

This concern becomes more significant
against the broader regulatory landscape.
Over the past decade, thousands of FCRA
registrations have ceased to operate for
reasons ranging from non-renewal to
alleged statutory violations. While many
regulatory actions may be justified, the
Bill may increase the consequences
arising from the cessation of registration.
What might previously have been limited
to the loss of eligibility to receive foreign
funds could, under the proposed
framework, extend to provisional

and, if ion is not

new is the detailed statutory framework
for their provisional vesxingv poswsinn.
and

between the institution and the state. A
hospital, school or Iabommry is not made

permanent vesting and disposal.
In case of cancellation, surrender, or
cessation of registration, the government

eﬂec(iveby h alone u depends
for

restored within the prescribed period,
permanent vesting and disposal of assets.
None of this suggests that the

nits
chamable ends, uhat itowns.

may, through the Desi d Authority,
take possession of and manage assets
created from [ure:gn and,

ion of proportis
This is where the doctrine of
ituti i i may be

where considered necessary or expedient

‘The measure is framed as an
accountability mechanism to prevent the
diversion or abuse of such properties.

of statuto

in the public interest, undertake the
management of the concemed
organisation’s activi This is not
merely a dunge in: administrative policy;
itraisesa question about

However, the constitutional difficulty lies
elsewhere.

The FCRA has always empowered the
state to scrutinise foreign funding. If there
are any violations in this regard,

iteariong tai e il

the extent to which a statute regulating
foreign contributions may permit
executive authorities to assume
possession and, in specified
circumstances, management of

assets and activities.

relevant. The Supreme Court has
repeatedly held that even where the state
pursues a legitimate objective, the means
it adopts must bear a reasonable
connection to that objective and must
maintain an appropriate balance between
the public purpose and the burden
imposed on rights. The amcndmenl raises
difficult questions when measured against
the said rationale. If the consequence of
losing FCRA registration is the provisional
vesting of assets in, and potentially the

lacks the authority to
strengthen financial oversight or ensure
that funds from abroad are used for lawful
and proper ends. But in a constitutional
order, any regime that reaches into the
management of civil society’s institutional
infrastructure must operate within clear
legislative standards.

Ultimately, the constitutional question
posed by the FCRA Amendment Bill is not
whether foreign contributions should be
regulated, but how far the state may go in
regulating institutions and their assets.
(Thajaswini C.B. is an advocate practising
before the Supreme Court, Madras and
Delhi High Courts. Siddharth Dev Prasad is
a 4th year law student at Gujarat National
Law University.)

; raising questions about the extent of State intervention and the need for sufficient safeguards against overreach

THE GIST

v

The FCRA has always
empowered the state to
scrutinise foreign funding. The
amendment Bill, however,
represents a significant
expansion of the statutory
consequences that can follow
the loss of FCRA registration.

v

Therefore, the Bill warrants
scrutiny of the extent of the
discretion delegated to the
executive, the safeguards
goveming its exercise and the
standards applicable to
decisions concerning
possession, management, and
permanent vesting.
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03S9. Constitutional faultlines in FCRA Bill
FCRA fa9as & "denfas rafayer

e |tis hard to deny that the state has a legitimate concern in regulating foreign contributions in
India, as foreign donations raise issues concerning national security, transparency in
democracy, and public accountability.

3 91 A SAPR AT HideT ¢ Toh IR 7 facel 3ierer & _fAafAd e & Tsa fr e au
RiaT e, F3ifen fagel arer & Iy T, Sliencs 7 IRefRar 3R ardstiares Sareeer & daferd
Heg ScueaA I ¢ |

e [For decades, the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act has been the instrument through
which this interest has been pursued.

gersht & fadel srerere (Rfease) srffawe ag areus 1§ o areas & 9 f@d i 3mer
JEIAT AT |

e However, the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026 raises a different
question altogether.

greiticn, fadelt srergrer (Rrfaraerer) et fadarss, 2026 Ueh ool 31697 Y SoTaT &

e |t goes beyond regulating foreign contributions, to the extent to which the state may intervene
in assets and institutional activities associated with them.

%ﬁ@ﬁﬁem%ﬁﬁwﬁmwsﬁmﬂﬁqﬁaﬂ%%mmwﬁmm
3R wEgra afafaftt 7 foha ST de geasiT a Tehdar e
e The fundamental issue, therefore, is not a debate between civil society and national security.

SATAT, Her{d Heal AR WAl 3R T & & i<l T 81 ¢

N

e |tis about where the State, in pursuit of its legitimate regulatory goal, may cross the boundary
from regulating foreign contributions to exercising undue executive control over the
institutions that receive them.

%sﬂwﬁﬁaﬁm%%mmﬁéﬁmmﬁwaﬁwmgmmﬁﬁww
Tehel &, STe1 faeel rereter & RAfAIHeT & 31M9Y Sgaht a8 3o¢ WTedl e dlell HEUT3HT R i
FRIGHY =T T2nfd et o |

e The Bill's most important aspect is a statutory framework for the vesting, supervision,
management and disposal of foreign contributions and assets through a ‘Designated
Authority’.

Taerres o Fo AgcayoT U<l ‘AR WitEor & Areas ¥ facel e 3R wufet &
fAfEasIor, Td3aTor, yeeT 3T A9 & U e Janfaes e IR 36T g

e Where an organisation’s FCRA certificate is cancelled, surrendered or ceases to exist,
including due to non-renewal, the Central government may appoint an authority to which the
foreign contribution and assets created from it may vest provisionally.

STel fordl HaTasT T FCRA WHTOTYH 6G & 6T STTdT &, HATY & fem Sirdr & ar ag gaAred &t
ST &, ForgeT AT o7 gleY 3 HROT TATCT gl 8 A &, TaT Shg TBR Th VI TITHI0T
1 g T Tercl § Torae faeel sierere 3R 30 fAfala dafaar sreurh v & fafea v s
iETS R

e The measure is framed as an accountability mechanism to prevent the diversion or abuse of
such properties.

S8 3UT 1 U HUTrAl & GEUANT AT Faerelet &l Uohed & TIT Ueh STATGSET o F & &9 & F&dl
T T 8

Expansion of statutory consequences

denfas oRoTHT F1 RTAR
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However, the constitutional difficulty lies elsewhere.
gTelifer, Haenfas Hidas Fel 3R AT &
The FCRA has always empowered the state to scrutinise foreign funding.

FCRA o 83T T & fadelt faeraior i SiTa-9gdrer st 1 31f0eR fear g

If there are any violations in this regard, registrations can be withdrawn, cancellation can
follow continuing non-compliance, and penalties can attach to the diversion or
misappropriation of foreign contributions.

I 58 AL H IS Sooltle BIcll ¢, Al TolehioT aTaH TordT ST Fehell 8, TR 3edTelel o hiel 0T
TSTeUT Teg; fohaT ST FehelT & 3R FaSelY 3ieretet o fareretet AT g@uAer ox &3 of9TAT ST HehclT &

The Bill, however, represents a significant expansion of the statutory consequences that can
follow the loss of FCRA registration.

gTellTeh, T TALIe FCRA USiiehioT AT 81 & a6 3ce+T glot atel denferer qRomat &
Hgeaqut RIFar &1 sfafAfted w=ar &

Importantly, the existing FCRA law already contains a provision for vesting assets created
from foreign funds upon cancellation.

HEcdqUT §9 W, HisfeT FCRA Hiefet # Tgol ¥ &1 ToilehivT Teg gl o facelt fAfert & fafdia
Fafaar & fAfgastor w1 yaue g

What is new is the detailed statutory framework for their provisional vesting, possession,
management, restoration and ultimately, permanent vesting and disposal.

o1 FE & T 3e7eh Il fafeaeor, Feat, waree, aeaer 3R 3icia: Tarl fafasor aur
faraerst & forT fawga aenfoes arem gedrfad far g

In case of cancellation, surrender, or cessation of registration, the government may, through
the Designated Authority, take possession of and manage assets created from foreign
contributions and, where considered necessary or expedient in the public interest, undertake
the management of the concerned organisation’s activities.

GSARUT IEE BT, TATIT fhT STet A1 FATCT gt 1 Fufa #, TR snfaa wiftrasor & Arega
T facelt sreee & AT aufarat &1 Fear of Tt § 3R 36T YaE o Tohdll & 94T 5181 54

STAfed H ATITF AT THNT AAT ST, TET TS TS T AT TATAAT T TaereT i 319 grer
H ol gohdlT g

This is not merely a change in administrative policy; it raises a constitutional question about
the extent to which a statute regulating foreign contributions may permit executive authorities
to assume possession and, in specified circumstances, management of institutional assets
and activities.

Ig hao yafa® Afad & aRada 781 §; T8 U Taenfas w2sT 3orar & o facel e =r
fafafAa seet arel shiefst et wTftretol st fora AT ae deamerd Fafrat 3 afafafet
T el oot AT TAfEse aRTEafat 3 3oTe saere Hammert 1 AT & FohaT &1

Even if the dichotomy between ownership and custody may have some legal relevance, its
practical consequences are not.

87T €1 FaTfAea 3 HTATEIT o Sy 37 T $© FIefell Heed & Hehll 8, olfehel SHeh SATAGIR
gROTAT 3 QAT 3T 787 ¢

An entity whose success is dependent on the continuity of management will place greater
emphasis on control than ownership.

TSIE FET &t HeholdT Farerer i faaar o3 Aei el &, ag Tarfdiea oy Jofelr & fog=or &t
3178 Fgca I

Ownership may remain formally undisturbed, but a change in management control
fundamentally alters the relationship between the institution and the state.

FarfAca 3iTaTies &7 & 3wnfad & GohdT &, dAfehed yaereT fag=or F afads e iR s &
ST HEY Y FHT T § el ol 8
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A hospital, school or laboratory is hot made effective by ownership alone; it depends on its
independence to administer, for charitable ends, what it owns.

Tt 3rearTer, fagTerar AT YANTRATAT hr F3HaRierc sharel TaTffca & GiATRE =7gT gl I8 34
I IR AR Y & T I8 3196t Tarfiea arelr Fafadr a1 RigeRY 3g8edt & v F@aa & &
JRATHA Y T |

Evaluation of proportionality

HTTITTFRAT T HedTehat

This is where the doctrine of constitutional proportionality may be relevant.

g warutfas smerafasar & Rquia &1 arfaehar Aree e g

The Supreme Court has repeatedly held that even where the state pursues a legitimate
objective, the means it adopts must bear a reasonable connection to that objective and must

maintain an appropriate balance between the public purpose and the burden imposed on
rights.

Hafea ~Ted & IR-IR &gl ¢ [ #el &1 T fondll 38 3887 I UIed el &1 TATH X a7
g1, 3T GaRT 3IATT ITT [T HT 3T 36T & 1Y 3R T g1 AT 3R 30 oAt &
38T YT HRRT 9T @Y 31T $1R & el ST HJoled FeATT o1 Mg T |

The amendment raises difficult questions when measured against the said rationale.

3eFcl deh o JTUR T Heehe! el T T§ ML FHSeT T 30T 6

If the consequence of losing FCRA registration is the provisional vesting of assets in, and
potentially the management of institutional activities by a government-appointed authority, the
safeguards attending that transfer must be commensurately robust.

If& FCRA Gafaor @it 1 9ot Fufarat st forel el forgeret nftientor & sreemh
fafgasor ik ganfaa &0 @ deaera afafafat #1396 cart Jeua g, aF 37 gedicRoT &
Hafere geaiar oft warer 9 § ggg el arfev |

Therefore, the Bill warrants scrutiny of the extent of the discretion delegated to the executive,
the safeguards governing its exercise and the standards applicable to decisions concerning
possession, management, and permanent vesting.

safaT, AtTe & SRITfeE S gere fFT 1T fAdmfasR i @i#7T, 398 5367 i FEfEa s
aTel Y& AT sl TeereT IR T AR TRI0T & HefereT fA0TT oR 1] 81t arel Hlefeh! Y
g ST 3T &

The Bill provides for the restoration of assets when registration is obtained, renewed, or
restored within the prescribed period, as well as mechanisms for revision and judicial appeal.

fareraen & fAEIRd 3rafer & e Tsfiertor ITed 81et, dieiish 81t AT G g1t I Waferl
Y qeTagTel 1 TG &, Y g JoAaT0T 3R w1 Jrdier o o 8 3uclsty YT a1v €

The constitutional question is whether these safeguards are sufficiently clear, timely and
effective.

HAETToTeh U1 e & T a1 A GRaiar AT 9 § TS, FHIATH 3R gormdh £
This concern becomes more significant against the broader regulatory landscape.

oo g aRged 1 4Td gU I8 fidr AR 31 Agcaqel & S &

Over the past decade, thousands of FCRA registrations have ceased to operate for reasons
ranging from non-renewal to alleged statutory violations.

ol g2 H §oIRI FCRA Yol1eh0T 70T o 8l & ot AT Jenfaeh Seadsl de &
AT FROUT T THTGET 81 TR

While many regulatory actions may be justified, the Bill may increase the consequences
arising from the cessation of registration.

TCITY g TS HRATSAT 3T &1 Hhll 8, Afehed TTUTH TSRO HATCT glet H 3cToed glot
aTer aRTTAT Y T THAT B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page18



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

What might previously have been limited to the loss of eligibility to receive foreign funds
could, under the proposed framework, extend to provisional management and, if registration
is not restored within the prescribed period, permanent vesting and disposal of assets.

St FUfa uger oot fagel fafer ureq w3t iy graaT gaATeT 81 I AT & G Y, a8
JEATAT 31 & dgd YR Y aos [AEdTRd & Jehd! § 3R afe FaiRa 3@ & sfiax
ﬁmwaﬁﬁ:mm%,mmﬁtﬁa:mﬁmsﬁtﬁmﬁqgﬁm%l

None of this suggests that the government lacks the authority to strengthen financial oversight
or ensure that funds from abroad are used for lawful and proper ends.

SoT# O FoRel 8fY 91T T Ig 3RY T8l & fof TR o ard e ot st st 3t ar 78
AR il T HTARR 1T & T fagelt & e fAferat s suier gt 3k 3fra sedeat &
fore fomarm sme|

But in a constitutional order, any regime that reaches into the management of civil society’s
institutional infrastructure must operate within clear legislative standards.

aﬁmwﬁummﬁWW%ngﬁ%Wﬁﬁaﬁmmaﬁ
aTyT A Tose AU AFHT & AR FF AT TR

Ultimately, the constitutional question posed by the FCRA Amendment Bill is not whether
foreign contributions should be regulated, but how far the state may go in regulating
institutions and their assets.

3Hdd:, FCRA TRt fa8aeh garT 3611 a1 Hauferd T Ig 18] ¢ (o [aeel 3eremT &l
faferafia forar S anfee ar 181, afew I € for vl 3R sad aufeat & fafaafaa s
# s el g aF o war |
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03S9 | ‘Bihar’s concerns on Ganga treaty will be considered’

T FI W fagr i Ranit | =R faar smeer

03S9 | Early Harvest’ — larger but not necessarily safer

‘el grfee’ — sarae, Afder Sl w1 o arfres eidva ot
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‘Bihar’s concerns on Ganga
treaty will be considered’

External Affairs Minister writes to JD(U) MP Sanjay Jha after he complained that treaty between

India and Bangladesh had ‘negatively impacted’ Bihar; Jha has said pact should not be renewed

Nistula Hebbar

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

renewal of the 1996

Ganga Water Treaty
while keeping Bihar’s inter-
ests in consideration, stat-
ed External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar in a recent
letter to Janata Dal (United)
MP Sanjay Jha who had
called upon the govern-
ment not to renew the trea-
ty, asserting that it had
“negatively impacted” the
State.

The India-Bangladesh
Ganga Water Treaty will ex-
pire on December 31, 2026.
Renewal of the treaty is
one of the major items on
this year’s diplomatic ca-
lendar of the two
countries.

Responding to Mr. Jaish-
ankar’s letter dated August
28, Mr. Jha expressed the
hope that the Government
of India will factor in Bi-
har’s interests “fully and
fairly” while going ahead
with the treaty. “Bihar is
not seeking a favour. We
are asking only for what
our own scientific assess-
ment establishes, so that 13

l ndia will decide on the

The treaty has contributed to silt accumulation upstream of the
Ganga, the JD(U) leader has said. AnI

crore people are not left
short of water for drinking,
irrigation and industrial
supply for another 30
years,” Mr. Jha said.

Consultations held

In the letter to Mr. Jha, Mr.
Jaishankar said: “We fully
understand your concerns
regarding the Ganga Water
Treaty. I would like to
bring to your attention that
under the leadership of the
Jal Shakti Ministry, inter-
ministerial consultations
involving relevant stake-
holders have taken place to
ensure broad-based con-
sultation on the future of

the treaty.” He added that
an authorised representa-
tive of the Government of
Bihar participated in the
inter-ministerial consulta-
tions held on August 22,
2023, October 30, 2023,
March 15, 2024, and on
May 31, 2024.

“The government will
take the appropriate deci-
sion while keeping these
factors in focus,” said Mr.
Jaishankar regarding the
renewal of the treaty.

Earlier Mr. Jha, who was
the Bihar Water Resources
Minister from 2021 to
2024, had strongly op-
posed the renewal of the

treaty, arguing that it had
hurt Bihar’s interests. In
his remarks to The Hindu,
he had described the trea-
ty, which was signed dur-
ing the first prime ministe-
rial tenure of Sheikh
Hasina in 1996, as a rem-
nant of the ‘Gujral Doc-
trine’ era that projected a
generous image of India
but did not serve Bihar’s
interests.

Mr. Jha had said that “if
you look at the data in the
last 30 years of the treaty
being in place, you can
clearly see that the inter-
ests of Bihar have been ne-
gatively impacted”, and ar-
gued that India should
allow the treaty to expire.

Apart from objection
from Mr. Jha, the treaty is
also in focus because of the
lack of top-level political
meetings between India
and Bangladesh. India and
Bangladesh were in talks
for a New Delhi visit by
Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman, but the talks
broke down over a virtual
press conference by de-
posed Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at the Fo-
reign Correspondents Club
in New Delhi on August 5.

03S9. ‘Bihar’s concerns on Ganga treaty will be considered’

‘e G W fagr i Ransit w fT=w fFar s

e External Affairs Minister writes to JD(U) MP Sanjay Jha after he complained that treaty
between India and Bangladesh had ‘negatively impacted’ Bihar; Jha has said pact should
not be renewed

HRA IR Faneer & 91T G ¥ fgR R ‘AFRIcAS IHT 954 1 Riead & arg fager #31
TS WIHG W ST 1 I {oI@T; ST o g7 © o THSIA T AdleiehvT 561 [T STl dTigT

¢ India will decide on the renewal of the 1996 Ganga Water Treaty while keeping Bihar’s
interests in consideration, stated External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in a recent letter to
Janata Dal (United) MP Sanjay Jha who had called upon the government not to renew the
treaty, asserting that it had “negatively impacted” the State.

facer 7Y v, SAUER A STAdT G (15 3) & WHG Hord HT 1 gTel A foId Teh u7 7 gl
sm?rﬁma;%a’fa#rwmﬁwﬁgu 1996 Y 9T STl FI & AARIOT 9T A0 oo, ST A
%W?Wﬁﬁwﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁwaﬁmwmmm%m T W “ThRIcHS
A 9T &
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e The India-Bangladesh Ganga Water Treaty will expire on December 31, 2026.
HRA-FIITeRT 391 STeT | T 371afer 31 RHSR, 2026 HT FATCT & ST |

o Renewal of the treaty is one of the major items on this year’s diplomatic calendar of the two
countries.
AR BT ANARIOT Al Q2 & 57 qY & Featad FRAHH & v7Q AvAT 7§t P

e Responding to Mr. Jaishankar’s letter dated August 28, Mr. Jha expressed the hope that the
Government of India will factor in Bihar’s interests “fully and fairly” while going ahead with
the treaty.

't STAUAHT & 28 m%wwqﬁﬁmaﬁ?sﬁsﬂﬁmnwﬁaﬁr%wméﬁm
Y A 3T oo FAY fagR & fal F gl ave 3 forsaat w9 @7 e 7 @i

e “Bihar is not seeking a favour.
“TIER IS T4 pur &1 AleT T 8|

e We are asking only for what our own scientific assessment establishes, so that 13 crore
people are not left short of water for drinking, irrigation and industrial supply for another
30 years,” Mr. Jha said.

& hadl ggT AT B &, [T §ART 39T danfaieh HTehelel TAHIOIT IRl &, dTfeh 13 FHAS AN
379Ter 30 TNt e Igorer, RS 3R it amafct & forw arel & et 1 ArHaT 7 e U3,
A 27 A gl

Consultations held

gt mafaa fee are

o In the letter to Mr. Jha, Mr. Jaishankar said: “We fully understand your concerns regarding the
Ganga Water Treaty.

A ST Y T a7 7 A ST A Fgl: “GH I STl WA & Heyer 7 J1hr AT & g e
A B
¢ | would like to bring to your attention that under the leadership of the Jal Shakti Ministry,

interministerial consultations involving relevant stakeholders have taken place to ensure
broad-based consultation on the future of the treaty.”

# JTIRT ST S T T IR IR AT TTEI o6 T & HiasT o cardeh RIAsy FhaaRad
e & TOIT STel Afehel HATTT & Aicfcd 7 T T fEcTeRehl bl MTFS I §U IHe-HATerdy
Qe AT fRw e gl

¢ He added that an authorised representative of the Government of Bihar participated in
the inter-ministerial consultations held on August 22, 2023, October 30, 2023, March 15,
2024, and on May 31, 2024.

3egial 37191 gl foh TAER TFR F v srftrgpa gfafafer 7 22 smre, 2023, 30 sreFeay, 2023, 15
A, 2024 3R 31 7E, 2024 HT IR HR-FATrRAT ot # s1eT foram |

e “The government will take the appropriate decision while keeping these factors in focus,”
said Mr. Jaishankar regarding the renewal of the treaty.

G & FAARIOT & T 7 A ST o Fgl, “TIHR ST R aﬁtmﬁr@ﬁg&rsﬁa
ool @ty

e Earlier Mr. Jha, who was the Bihar Water Resources Minister from 2021 to 2024, had
strongly opposed the renewal of the treaty, arguing that it had hurt Bihar’s interests.

Y g, 2021#2024a$ﬁgna;mmﬁshr§sﬁaﬁa—gaésaa§qﬁa:
ﬁmwwﬁﬂvwm%ﬁmﬁwa%%ﬁaﬁwqg’mél

¢ In his remarks to The Hindu, he had described the treaty, which was signed during the first
prime ministerial tenure of Sheikh Hasina in 1996, as a remnant of the ‘Gujral Doctrine’
era that projected a generous image of India but did not serve Bihar’s interests.

& R & i & 3egiat 1996 F A g F Tgel TUTAATT FTel & NIl GEARTRA 36 A
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T RIS RAgEier & R F1 AT T o1, fSIHe R T 3R B Tedd i, Afehet [gR &
et 7 ofet 78T #77|
Mr. Jha had said that “if you look at the data in the last 30 years of the treaty being in place,

you can clearly see that the interests of Bihar have been negatively impacted”, and argued
that India should allow the treaty to expire.

AT 311 & ohgr AT T “afg 39 ey oy @t & Rrever 30 @t & 31ferst 1 4W, AT 379 T & &
2T g & T [98R & fRdl W dhRIcA® T 9T &7, 31X 38 do e ar fof 3R s gfer iy
379 AT glel ait AIfgu|

Apart from objection from Mr. Jha, the treaty is also in focus because of the lack of top-level
political meetings between India and Bangladesh.

#fr 57 Fr 39 & 1faRed, SR 3R TvaRer & i f-vad Teeifas o & 3ma &
HRT 7 75 Iy IaT # g

India and Bangladesh were in talks for a New Delhi visit by Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman, but the talks broke down over a virtual press conference by deposed Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at the Foreigh Correspondents Club in New Delhi on August 5.

R 3R T & T FUT=TH= a1 AT 1 7S el T Hr o JTadid gl Jar 2T,
AAfehel 5 3TET HY A ool RUT BRA FRETT-SCH Foid H JIGEYT TUTHAHA NG gHlAT F
T HATGETAT HFATT ! oleh] Ig FTeTdld e TS|

‘Early Harvest’ — larger but not necessarily safer

n August 25, 2026, in Beijing, National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval and
China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi held
the 25th round of talks between the
Special Representatives (SRs) on the India-China
boundary question. That evening’s readouts from
both sides were anodyne and notably avoided a
phrase that has dominated this discussion for a
year: early harvest. A day later, the two sides
released an “Eight Points of Outcomes and
Consensus”. Point 3 restored and enhanced the
phrase: the Expert Group on Boundary
Delimitation and the Working Group on Border
Management, set up under the Working
Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination
(WMCC) a year ago, would “respectively advance
discussions on an Early and Substantial Harvest
of boundary delimitation and Border
Management”. Their first task, it adds, is to agree
on their own terms of reference, one year after
they were constituted, suggesting that whatever is
being contemplated remains at an early stage

An uncertain Early Harvest

The phrase “Early and Substantial Harvest” is
significant because it is India’s own coinage.
‘When Beijing first proposed settling the Sikkim
Sector alone, India’s considered response,
around 2019, was a counter-proposal on an
“Early and Substantial Harvest” covering the
Sikkim Sector together with the entire Middle
Sector, with the boundary delineated along the
watershed. China rejected the proposal. In
subsequent discussions on an “Early Harvest,”
China reportedly agreed only to include the
Sikkim Sector and some undisputed areas of the
Middle Sector — a proposal that was unacceptable
to India.

The exact Indian formulation has now
resurfaced in a joint document. This could mean
that Beijing has accepted India’s terms — which
this writer doubts — as that would involve China
giving up its claim to approximately 2,450 square
kilometres of territory in the Middle Sector, all
south of the watershed boundary (Barahoti,
Giu-Kaurik, Nilang-Jadhang, Sangcha Malla, and
Lapthal). It could equally mean something the
Indian side had rejected earlier: an “agreement
with holes”, a settlement nominally covering
both sectors but confined to stretches where the
claims already coincide, leaving the trijunctions
and contested pockets of the Middle Sector
undefined.

If that is the case, we will have the same
asymmetric outcome as with a Sikkim-only
settlement — India conceding ground where its
position is strong, without any progress in the
Eastern and Western Sectors, where China
maintains its hardline position, “dong tiao xi
rang”, meaning “meaningful adjustments by
India in the East and corresponding concessions
by China in the West”. It would also jettison a key
provision (Article 11T} of the 2005 Agreement on

Ashok K. Kantha

Former Ambassador
of India to China;
Subhas Chandra Bose
Chair Professor of
International
Relations at Chanakya
University, Bengaluru,
and the lead Indian
negotiator for the
Agreement on
Political Parameters
and Guiding
Principles for
Boundary

Settlement (2005)

India-China
boundary talks
suggest
movement, but
hard questions
remain over
strategic costs
and
concessions

Political Parameters and Guiding Principles for
the Settlement of the India-China Boundary,
which calls for a “package settlement ...covering
all sectors of the India-China boundary”, opting
instead to bank the easy gains immediately while
leaving the hard issues open on China’s terms.
The package clause exists precisely because the
boundary’s four sectors are strategically
interlinked, requiring cross-sector give and take.

No open-and-shut case

The Sikkim Sector is also not the open-and-shut
case that some suggest. The two sides agree that
the Anglo-Chinese Convention of 1890 is the
“basis of the alignment” of the boundary in this
sector. However, Article I of the Convention
contains two stipulations that are mutually
contradictory. Its first sentence makes the
watershed crest the boundary, while its second
names Mount Gipmochi as the starting point on
the Bhutan frontier. Yet, British Indian maps of
1907 and 1913 placed the trijunction not at
Gipmochi but roughly 6.5 kilometres to its north,
on the true watershed crest. India and Bhutan
read the watershed principle as controlling and
place the trijunction at Batang La; China seizes on
the literal reference to Gipmochi to push the
trijunction southwards, onto the Jampheri Ridge.
A Sikkim delimitation built on the 1890 text,
unless it repudiates Gipmochi, would be read by
Beijing as conceding the southern trijunction.

Even a trijunction-reserved settlement would
strip India of the standing to counsel Bhutan
against a bilateral deal, having itself settled out of
turn nearby. China’s “package proposal” to
Bhutan - relinquishing roughly 495 sq km of
claims in the north in exchange for Bhutan ceding
about 269 sq km in the northwest, including the
Doklam Plateau — would gain fresh momentum,
deepening China’s presence in the Chumbi Valley
and opening a path to the Jampheri Ridge, from
which the entire Siliguri Corridor, India’s sole
overland link to its northeastern States, would
come under direct observation. This is not
hypothetical: since the 2017 Doklam standoff,
China has spent years building roads, villages,
and military facilities across western Bhutan,
gaining de facto control over Doklam.

A genuine “Early and Substantial Harvest”
requires three things. First, delineation must
proceed on the highest-watershed principle
across the entire stretch in both sectors, rather
than selectively along segments where the two
positions already converge, which would serve no
purpose for India. Second, trijunction points, at
Batang La and any comparable
third-country-adjacent points in the Middle
Sector, must be explicitly excluded from the
Expert Group’s mandate and settled only in
consultation with the country concerned, as
stipulated in the 2012 Common Understanding
between the two SRs. However, unless the
highest-watershed principle is accepted, silence

on the trijunction will, on the ground, be filled in
Beijing’s favour in Bhutan. Third, the terms of
reference for the Expert Group must extend
India’s 2019 proposal in good faith, rather than
dilute it beyond recognition.

Several questions about these negotiations
remain unanswered. The Chinese readout of
August 25 reiterates a commitment to a
“package” settlement, but how will that
commitment be reconciled with a piecemeal
approach to settlement? How is the setting up of
an Expert Group on Delimitation consistent with
the instructions given to the SRs in Article X of
the 2005 Agreement, which require them to
“continue consultations in an earnest manner
with the objective of arriving at an agreed
framework for a boundary settlement, which will
provide the basis for the delineation and
demarcation of the India-China boundary to be
subsequently undertaken by civil and military
officials and surveyors of the two sides™? There is
no agreed framework yet, but it is proposed to
commence the process of “delimitation”, a term
that the Chinese use interchangeably with
“demarcation”. Indeed, the 2005 Agreement
does not use the term “delimitation” at all. Will
the SRs earnestly pursue negotiations on the
“agreed framework”, or will they, in effect, leave
it in abeyance while officials grapple with a
partial delimitation exercise without such a
framework? The other elements of the Eight
Points — additional meeting points and hotlines
for the General Level Mechanisms in the Eastern
and Middle Sectors, continued pilgrimage and
border trade, and a September meeting on
trans-border rivers — are useful, incremental
confidence-building measures. But they belong to
a different track from boundary settlement and
should not be conflated in public discussion.

The Eight Points are silent on the Medog
County project on the Yarlung Tsangpo River,
while referring to both sides agreeing to
“maintain communication on (trans-border river)
issues, including hydrological data sharing and
renewal of the relevant MoUs”, without reporting
any progress. The September meeting should
convey India’s concerns about the project — the
world’s largest hydropower plant — being built
close to the border in the Eastern Sector, in a
highly earthquake-prone zone, a risk
underscored by the flash floods in Nepal on
August 26.

Avoid optics

Two points bear reiteration. First, the 2005
agreement — the only substantive outcome of 23
'years of SR talks — must not be diluted; China has
sought to reinterpret and undermine it since its
conclusion. Second, Indian negotiators must
guard against the temptation to project contrived
progress. Diplomacy that trades long-term
strategic interests for short-term optics is
self-defeating.
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03S9. Early Harvest’ — larger but not necessarily safer

Il grdFe’ — sarae, Afder S 781 B it gefara &

On August 25, 2026, in Beijing, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and China’s Foreign
Minister Wang Yi held the 25th round of talks between the Special Representatives (SRs) on
the India-China boundary question.

25 31T, 2026 T ST & ASEIT T FeATehR Irofied Spirer IR et & faeer #=r amr A a1
IR -t HAT WoeT R 3 Gfafafat (SRs) & arwr 25¢ gt v arat $

That evening’s readouts from both sides were anodyne and notably avoided a phrase that
has dominated this discussion for a year: early harvest.

39 A aleT TaiT GaRT STT R 7T faavor AdAea & 3R 3egie faQy &9 & 39 esaraet ¥
agSt o, free) ek a¥ & 53 Tl W) Ja@dT & THIE SToll & 37elf graee |

A day later, the two sides released an “Eight Points of Outcomes and Consensus”.

Teh ot a1, 2t gedt = “aRomer sk weafa & ams g o o

Point 3 restored and enhanced the phrase: the Expert Group on Boundary Delimitation and
the Working Group on Border Management, set up under the Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordination (WMCC) a year ago, would “respectively advance
discussions on an Early and Substantial Harvest of boundary delimitation and Border
Management”.

g 3 71 53 ersaTaelr 1 IoT: M YA §U 3R FAEAR & g et 3121 6 HiAT IRl
s worg 3R e vaus W FE W, Sieg U 9 ugel et vd gwead & v we |
(WMCC) & dgd TR foham aram T, “sael: War aRE#T 3R AT ueers & Gaer 7 arelf ug
FeuSRIT grefre uR Tl 1 3T Friar|”

Their first task, it adds, is to agree on their own terms of reference, one year after they were
constituted, suggesting that whatever is being contemplated remains at an early stage

ST T3 gl IAT ¢ b 3oTehT Tgell I 3TA-3191 Weel-2dt (Terms of Reference) W TgHT
BlelT &, STeTeh 3efeh ITSeT hl Ueh AY SlicT ol &, FoTad Henel f&eldr & oh it o faram fopam ST <gr
g, ag 377 URfA® TRur A g

An uncertain Early Harvest

& fafad ardlf grdfee

The phrase “Early and Substantial Harvest” is significant because it is India’s own coinage.
“3relf U3 HeHL AT FIEC” Asaraell HgcdquT § Fiifeh Tg R GaRT T 18N 15 ¢ |

When Beijing first proposed settling the Sikkim Sector alone, India’s considered response,
around 2019, was a counter-proposal on an “Early and Substantial Harvest” covering the

Sikkim Sector together with the entire Middle Sector, with the boundary delineated along the
watershed.

ST AIfSI9T o Ugell IR shaol ATFHA FeT o TATUTT T TG I@T, AT 9T 2019 H HR ST
framgdes & a1$ ufafshar ves “31elf Us wead e grdee” wath ufa-sedra o, foras fafesa
TeFe & WIY-HI L ALY Ve 1 AfAe 6T 317 A1 3R AT a7 reiRoT srerfenera & arr

TR SAT=T 27|
China rejected the proposal.

AT & 3T YEdTE Y IEIHR T e2T|

In subsequent discussions on an “Early Harvest,” China reportedly agreed only to include
the Sikkim Sector and some undisputed areas of the Middle Sector — a proposal that was
unacceptable to India.

Wmaﬁmﬁwwg@aﬁ&ﬁﬁ FIAT TT T AT dhaol RATFRH DT 3R 7T AT &
@Wﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁgﬂ—www%ﬁwﬁwﬁaﬁw
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e The exact Indian formulation has now resurfaced in a joint document.
Rl SaRT I IgT Teleh Aseldell 31 Teh T TS 7 T F AIHA S Y

e This could mean that Beijing has accepted India’s terms — which this writer doubts — as that
would involve China giving up its claim to approximately 2,450 square kilometres of
territory in the Middle Sector, all south of the watershed boundary (Barahoti, Giu-Kaurik,
Nilang-Jadhang, Sangcha Malla, and Lapthal).

SHHT 37 g 81 ThdT ¢ foh STl of IR FT AT TAFR I ol § — Fo T I 57 o@h DI TCE &
— Fifen QAT et IX <A Y AET Qere # oTeTeT 2,450 Tt ralletex 819 IR 319+ &raT BigaT
TSI, SiY G T X STl eTToTeh TAT & S aior # 8y § (SREHEN, fars-aifken, dieir-sieir,
TETAT Aeell IR aTIYd) |

e It could equally mean something the Indian side had rejected earlier: an “agreement with
holes”, a settlement nominally covering both sectors but confined to stretches where the
claims already coincide, leaving the trijunctions and contested pockets of the Middle Sector
undefined.

THHT AT & Tg 7Y 87 g TondT ¢ [ I8 a6) caaee g T TR 987 o Jgel 3deR &
feam ur: v “fegera awgilar, 3rTd Car AHESHIAr St AHATT T F AT A Y Hat T
Y, JfersT haot 37 &Y3T I WTAT &Y FTaT it Tedl & 213 Ugel T &Y AT &, STafer f-sierer 3K
7T Qe & faarfea fReat &1 srfAutia o fear s

e [fthat is the case, we will have the same asymmetric outcome as with a Sikkim-only
settlement — India conceding ground where its position is strong, without any progress in the
Eastern and Western Sectors, where China maintains its hardline position, “dong tiao xi
rang”, meaning “meaningful adjustments by India in the East and corresponding concessions
by China in the West”.

afg a8, ar g RafFwa-shac TATUTeT ST &) JFATAT TROMA JTcd g1 — HRd 37 8131 &
31T AT Y5 9 STt 3T 98T Aoted §, STafeh qat 3R af¥estt derest ¥ 1 werfay 8T g,
TRl <ot 37941 FOR F&, “dong tiao xi rang”, FATT TWAT ¥, Toreert 319 § “qd #H R garT
1Y FAAST AR 9fRad # Fiet ganrT 38 3E9 R |”

e |twould also jettison a key provision (Article 1ll) of the 2005 Agreement on Political
Parameters and Guiding Principles for the Settlement of the India-China Boundary,
which calls for a “package settlement ...covering all sectors of the India-China
boundary”, opting instead to bank the easy gains immediately while leaving the hard issues
open on China’s terms.

IE 2005 & HR-HleT HAT F FATUT & FAT Tereiifas AREs! N Avigtw Rguidt wath
A & Teh Agcaqol TaUTe (Iregede 111) 1 ¢ T o, fowd “sma-<her @ & weft
AF ) FITFET T T Yo GATYTA” ST HTEdT 63T AT §; STS S, Ig 31T
SUCITSET &l cTeehlel TITBT et b [qehed FoAaT, STelfech hideT Heal i Hiel & At TR Toll BIS
|

e The package clause exists precisely because the boundary’s four sectors are strategically
interlinked, requiring cross-sector give and take.

mmmsﬁwﬁa‘g%wﬁ%m%mﬁ@wmwﬁwaﬁ@%
3R o7 AT F T AFeRT & AT A-3 vd IREIRS RIAraal $r Aaegswdarg|

No open-and-shut case

g IS Afdag Amer g @

e The Sikkim Sector is also not the open-and-shut case that some suggest.
R & off e A fdare Ao 781 €, S T e ofter 58 sreel ot €1

e The two sides agree that the Anglo-Chinese Convention of 1890 is the “basis of the
alignment” of the boundary in this sector.
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SIAT J&T 39 ST W HEHAT & 1o 1890 FT UTell-HUTSe 1ot Fhedelel 3 &1 H TIHAT & “TRWUT T
However, Article | of the Convention contains two stipulations that are mutually contradictory.
gTolifeh, FedereT & 3eTedg | 3 a7 T oref €, ST TR Faemsmeh €1

Its first sentence makes the watershed crest the boundary, while its second names Mount
Gipmochi as the starting point on the Bhutan frontier.

g8 Ugel A H STel-fsireren Y e @1 1 ST S 91T 8, STefoh g@ arerg 7 $7ete WA
W A3 foraat il aRiEs &g samr g

Yet, British Indian maps of 1907 and 1913 placed the trijunction not at Gipmochi but roughly
6.5 kilometres to its north, on the true watershed crest.

Y 8fY, 1907 31X 1913 & fafeer s A==t 7 B-Faee & fSuah o 781, afes 39
TIHIT 6.5 fohcliHIeT 3 H I STol-[adTeTeh FRAIET 9T 2T a7 AT

India and Bhutan read the watershed principle as controlling and place the trijunction at
Batang La; China seizes on the literal reference to Gipmochi to push the trijunction
southwards, onto the Jampheri Ridge.

AR 3R s1eTet srer-fasmeres Rguia 1 Aoliaes ATa § 3R B-Siereret &1 aremr a1 w1
Fa §; DT AN & TISC Iool@ Y TR TATRT T3-Sl T &ayoT i 3 TAPY Ner I
o ST T I ST &

A Sikkim delimitation built on the 1890 text, unless it repudiates Gipmochi, would be read by
Beijing as conceding the southern trijunction.

1890 & 916 R IR RfFwa Har-fAuRor, 59 d& & a8 Suas & 3@ Y 3EdfFR
&, SITST9T EanT gfaol FY-Siereret &l TR it o §9 H G&@T AT |

Even a trijunction-reserved settlement would strip India of the standing to counsel Bhutan
against a bilateral deal, having itself settled out of turn nearby.

Tl T o T-TereIet bl TRIETTT T §U o 372 FAslel 8l $1Rct T sfereT 1 fopel gfaueir
AT & favey Tog ¢ 1 RUfa & afRa < ¢, Faifh AR & T3 TiheadT &1 & 9gel &
379 TAR X FHSAT A Foram giem|

China’s “package proposal” to Bhutan — relinquishing roughly 495 sq km of claims in the
north in exchange for Bhutan ceding about 269 sq km in the northwest, including the Doklam
Plateau — would gain fresh momentum, deepening China’s presence in the Chumbi Valley
and opening a path to the Jampheri Ridge, from which the entire Siliguri Corridor, India’s sole
overland link to its northeastern States, would come under direct observation.

$CTeT o foIT =T o1 “Ydhel TFATE” — 3T & IaTsHaT 495 31 foheft o el bl D5t & Fered T

CART 3X-TTRaH H ATe79T 269 T31 fohaT 817, fas St ToR & anfAer 8, et &l ioer —

TS QY oTeet I, ForEs gt undt & et oy sufeufar 3R el gef T2 TSl Ry e aga
A GolaT, STgr & FYoT RAeferdt HIRER, S $RT o Jafei AT & SHRT TehaATs Tl

U B, TedaT [AeRre & 3refiet 311 Srear|

This is not hypothetical: since the 2017 Doklam standoff, China has spent years building
roads, villages, and military facilities across western Bhutan, gaining de facto control over
Doklam.

g 1S Hlolleieh [EUT A8 §: 2017 & SNHelTe ATANT & S1g { =T o TIREAT 3Tl 7 Hh,
3Mia 3R Hg FRALT? eiret  aut fadqTe § TT Siehoelie W aredfas fasor gred 7 for g
A genuine “Early and Substantial Harvest” requires three things.

Teh qrEdiash “TRINE R Ageaqer 3uafey” & fav die =it smaeas g

First, delineation must proceed on the highest-watershed principle across the entire stretch in
both sectors, rather than selectively along segments where the two positions already
converge, which would serve no purpose for India.

TgeT, alell &7 & X faEdR & 3eaan Fa-fenmas Reuia & 3mur o dar-3ar & fauRor
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glelT TR, o1 foh sharel 3of Teell A Yfeler &9 & 5161 aleit gait 1 Euforr vgel & & Th-gak &
fAcrdT €, FiTh 3T IR I IS T oTaT 19|

Second, trijunction points, at Batang La and any comparable third-country-adjacent points in
the Middle Sector, must be explicitly excluded from the Expert Group’s mandate and settled

only in consultation with the country concerned, as stipulated in the 2012 Common
Understanding between the two SRs.

T, Tr-SierereT faigait, areir o aur Aey & # Rl 37 T Jo-Su-Hieashe fog
I g o HTAHR-&TT & TS & { ST TWT ST 18T 3R 2012 F &It SRs %aﬁagtr
TS FHSAIT & HTHR H T 2 & AL I &7 SeTehl [ATERT a1 STTaT =g e

However, unless the highest-watershed principle is accepted, silence on the trijunction will, on
the ground, be filled in Beijing’s favour in Bhutan.

gTallTeh, ST9 e ITadH Aa-TaHToS fAGHTd I TIIHR el [T SIdT, I deh T3-siarleT I Hiel
1 T $1eTel # STl TR oR SIfiaT o et 7 1T &y Smeat|

Third, the terms of reference for the Expert Group must extend India’s 2019 proposal in good
faith, rather than dilute it beyond recognition.

e, TRt Fg & Weet Y At h1 R & 2019 & TEATT Y HEITEAT o | 3T TGTelT
AIRT, o o 38 3 & e AR X AT AT foh IHRT #eT TgTed &1 FATC 8l SV

Several questions about these negotiations remain unanswered.
ST ATATHT & e fera &% et 379t o srerafa 81

The Chinese readout of August 25 reiterates a commitment to a “package” settlement, but
how will that commitment be reconciled with a piecemeal approach to settlement?

25 3red & At IR faver 7 “Ydhar @asiia & gfd ufdagydr aeas a1$ 8, dfe 30
eI T THgil & st # frT e arer gi¥emior & a1y i A v fovar
STTAT?

How is the setting up of an Expert Group on Delimitation consistent with the instructions given
to the SRs in Article X of the 2005 Agreement, which require them to “continue consultations
in an earnest manner with the objective of arriving at an agreed framework for a boundary
settlement, which will provide the basis for the delineation and demarcation of the India-China
boundary to be subsequently undertaken by civil and military officials and surveyors of the
two sides™?

HrAT-fAEROT IX veh f3RIST Hog T TUT9=T 2005 & FHSHIA & HeJedg X # SRs &I arw
fagelt & 3reTed Ha &, ﬁaﬁ}?aﬁsﬁ?“@mmﬁ%ﬁvwmaﬁwﬁaﬁ?ww
{ ITRAT F RN ST TWGAT &, ST 31M9Y raAt gedt o AT 3R A it gur adetent
EaRT HARA-HeT TAT & HAT-FAUROT 3R EATheT T HTUR TeTe HE?

There is no agreed framework yet, but it is proposed to commence the process of
“delimitation”, a term that the Chinese use interchangeably with “demarcation”.

3780 ek 1S WEHA ST Te1 &, olfehel “HNAT-TALROT Y TThaT Y& Flet T TEAE &, ST feh et
TeT 3 2Usc T TN “TNHTReT” F T WRER AT & & T B

Indeed, the 2005 Agreement does not use the term “delimitation” at all.
aredd #, 2005 & FHgI 7 “delimitation” 2sg T FIN1T fedhol el fohdT AT E|
Will the SRs earnestly pursue negotiations on the “agreed framework”, or will they, in effect,

leave it in abeyance while officials grapple with a partial delimitation exercise without such a
framework?

FIT SRs “WgAT a1a” IR I RAT § 1T 3113 FeTlar, AT JdgR H U difad oIS &aY, STafh
3TTRIRRY TR BT o ToaT 31iTRYeh Hrer-forefiRoT gishar & Sgia war?

The other elements of the Eight Points — additional meeting points and hotlines for the
General Level Mechanisms in the Eastern and Middle Sectors, continued pilgrimage and

border trade, and a September meeting on trans-border rivers — are useful, incremental
confidence-building measures.
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3T I AT o 3 ded — Al IR ALY &35 & AAT TR o o4 & forw 3ifaRerd Soh g
3R giears, dremr 3R @ AR i faRaRar aur TaAr-uR At 9 Rder & o6 —
3TN 3R A feam-fA#ATr 3urr g

e But they belong to a different track from boundary settlement and should not be conflated in
public discussion.

fha & AT FHEta @ 3rerer ART O GO £ 3R Ideifae TaT &7 3¢ 399 & et Hemar
KIGIEIRY

e The Eight Points are silent on the Medog County project on the Yarlung Tsangpo River, while
referring to both sides agreeing to “maintain communication on (trans-border river) issues,
including hydrological data sharing and renewal of the relevant MoUs”, without reporting any
progress.

373 A VTl TR AT AEY 9 AT F13E IR@Nerar o Faer 7 AT B, STafen saa7 it
T&3T GaRT “STeT-d aTTeTeh 31Tehal ol TS et R FeIflrd FASHAT AMIAT (MoUs) & Fdlsiehtor
Hige (HIAT-IR 7AEY) Heal TR FIR F110 {WA" I TGAT HT 3eoid &, olfehe fehdil FaTiey hr
ST T6T &1 1S B

e The September meeting should convey India’s concerns about the project — the world’s
largest hydropower plant — being built close to the border in the Eastern Sector, in a highly
earthquake-prone zone, a risk underscored by the flash floods in Nepal on August 26.

TSR T S5 H R T 5 TRANSTAT ST A AT AT SqFl el ATgT — gfaam &t
IR I3 STAfAegd I, Sit Ll &7 H AT & (ehe 3rcaferen sehy-HaeeTeier &7 7 &= S
TET &, 3T SNTWH FT 26 37T T STl H 37TS 3TATeTh d16 oF 3R I@ifehd fRar gl

Avoid optics

aEd yarfa ¥ a9

e Two points bear reiteration.
al foig3it I EgeT 3aeah g

e First, the 2005 agreement — the only substantive outcome of 23 years of SR talks — must
not be diluted; China has sought to reinterpret and undermine it since its conclusion.

g, 2005 FT FHSAT — SR aTam3it & 23 s T ThdATT ST IRUTH — FHHR el [T ST
TMET; el o SHh Teed glel oh oG U &1 SHehT JoASHEET et 3R T HASIR el T FATH
fRarg|

e Second, Indian negotiators must guard against the temptation to project contrived progress.
R, TR ATciTehRT T e AT fe@radt garfer qefdiar #ar & Jellsrar & FraeneT g wiigv|

o Diplomacy that trades long-term strategic interests for short-term optics is self-defeating.

St peatifal Ireusmfas e & fore drdefae Toreifae fat 1 dlar a8, a8 3ida:
HeraTdT gy g

India—China Boundary: Historical
Evolution, British-Era Boundary Lines
and Agreements

1. Why is the India—China Boundary Question
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Complicated?

* The India—China boundary is one of the most important unresolved territorial
questions in Asia.

* The Ministry of Home Affairs describes India's border with China as approximately
3,488 km, running along Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh.

* India and China have not concluded a mutually accepted final boundary settlement
for the entire frontier.

* India maintains that its boundary is based on customary and traditional alignment,
geographical principles, treaties and agreements, and historical usage and practice.

* China maintains that much of the boundary was never formally delimited and disputes
India's interpretation of the traditional boundary in important sectors.

* The present boundary problem cannot be understood without distinguishing four

different concepts: International Boundary, Line of Actual Control (LAC), British-
era proposed boundary lines, and historical treaties/conventions.

2. Three Major Sectors of the India—China Boundary

Western Sector

» The Western Sector broadly concerns Ladakh and the adjoining Xinjiang and Tibet
regions.

* The principal territorial dispute in this sector concerns Aksai Chin.
* India regards Aksai Chin as part of the Union Territory of Ladakh.
* China controls Aksai Chin.

* According to the Government of India, China is in occupation of approximately 38,000
sq km of Indian territory in Ladakh.

* This sector is historically associated particularly with the Johnson Line, Johnson—
Ardagh Line and Macartney—MacDonald Line.

Middle or Central Sector

* The Middle Sector concerns the boundary adjoining Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand.

« It is considerably smaller and historically less contentious than the Western and Eastern
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sectors.

* Important areas traditionally discussed in this sector include Barahoti in Uttarakhand
and certain smaller areas along the Himachal Pradesh frontier.

Eastern Sector

* The Eastern Sector primarily concerns Arunachal Pradesh and the Tibet
Autonomous Region.

» The major historical boundary associated with this sector is the McMahon Line.
* India considers Arunachal Pradesh an integral part of India.

« China disputes approximately 90,000 sq km in the Eastern Sector, substantially
corresponding to Arunachal Pradesh.

3. British India's Boundary Problem

* During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, British India was concerned about
the northern frontier because of the geopolitical rivalry commonly called the Great
Game.

* British policymakers were particularly concerned about possible Russian influence
expanding towards Central Asia, Xinjiang and Tibet.

* The British therefore attempted at different times to define strategically favourable
boundaries along India's northern frontier.

» However, British policy was not consistent.

* Different British officials proposed different lines according to changing strategic
calculations.

* This explains why several different boundary lines appear in the historical record.

4. Johnson Line — 1865

* The earliest major British proposal relevant to the Aksai Chin dispute is generally
known as the Johnson Line.

« It is associated with W. H. Johnson, an official of the Survey of India.

* In 1865, Johnson proposed a boundary placing Aksai Chin within the princely state of
Jammu and Kashmir.

* Under this conception, the boundary ran considerably farther north and east than some
later British proposals.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page29



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

« It placed the Kunlun Mountains broadly along the northern frontier of Kashmir,
thereby leaving most or essentially all of Aksai Chin on the Kashmir side.

Why was the Johnson Line important?
* The line represented a relatively forward British claim.

* From the British strategic perspective, a farther-north boundary provided a larger buffer
against possible external expansion towards Kashmir.

* However, the Johnson Line was essentially a British cartographic/administrative
proposal.

« [t was not a bilateral boundary treaty concluded between Britain and Qing China.
UPSC Trap

« Johnson Line = Western Sector = Aksai Chin = placed Aksai Chin on the
Kashmir/British Indian side.

5. Johnson-Ardagh Line
» The Johnson-Ardagh Line was a later strategic development of the Johnson approach.

* [t became associated particularly with Major-General Sir John Charles Ardagh, who
served as Director of Military Intelligence.

* During the 1890s, especially around 1897, Ardagh advocated a forward strategic
boundary broadly following the Kunlun mountain range.

» This approach again placed Aksai Chin within the territory claimed for Jammu and
Kashmir/British India.

Why did Ardagh support it?

* British strategists were concerned about Russian expansion and influence in Central
Asia.

» Ardagh believed that a defensible frontier should be located farther north.
» The Kunlun Mountains provided a strong geographical barrier.

* Therefore, strategic defence rather than simply administrative convenience strongly
influenced this proposal.

Johnson Line vs Johnson-Ardagh Line

* They are frequently discussed together because both represented broadly forward
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British claims and placed Aksai Chin on the Kashmir side.

» The Johnson Line originated with W. H. Johnson's mid-nineteenth-century survey
work.

 The Johnson-Ardagh formulation represented a later strategic
endorsement/refinement of a broadly similar northern boundary concept.

6. Macartney—MacDonald Line — 1899

* Britain later considered a significantly different boundary proposal.
* This became known as the Macartney—MacDonald Line.

« [t is associated with George Macartney, the British representative at Kashgar, and Sir
Claude MacDonald, the British Minister in Beijing.

* In 1899, the British government formally communicated a proposed boundary
settlement to the Qing government.

What did the Macartney—MacDonald proposal do?

* Unlike the Johnson—Ardagh approach, it did not place all of Aksai Chin on the
Kashmir side.

« It proposed a compromise in which much of the Aksai Chin plateau would lie on the
Chinese side, while territory farther west/southwest associated with the Karakoram
system would remain on the Kashmir side.

* The proposal therefore represented a less expansive British claim than the Johnson—
Ardagh Line.

Why did British policy change?
* British assessments of the strategic situation had changed.

* London was willing to consider a compromise with Qing China over areas where actual
administration was weak.

* The objective was to obtain a clearer frontier while preserving strategically important
areas closer to Kashmir.

Did China accept it?
* The Qing government did not formally communicate acceptance of the proposal.

* Therefore, the Macartney—MacDonald Line did not become a mutually ratified
international boundary treaty.
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Major Examination Point
Johnson-Ardagh Line — Aksai Chin largely/all on Kashmir side.
Macartney—MacDonald Line — much of Aksai Chin on Chinese side.

This contrast is extremely important for UPSC and UPPCS.

7. 1890 Anglo-Chinese Convention: Sikkim-Tibet

Convention of Calcutta, 17 March 1890

* A different development occurred in the Sikkim-Tibet sector.

* Britain and Qing China concluded the Convention between Great Britain and China
relating to Sikkim and Tibet at Calcutta on 17 March 1890. The existence, title and

date of the Convention are confirmed in the British treaty archive.

* Unlike the Johnson—Ardagh and Macartney—MacDonald proposals, this was an actual
formal convention between Great Britain and China.

« Article | addressed the boundary between Sikkim and Tibet.

* Broadly, it followed the watershed principle, using the mountain crest separating
waters flowing into Sikkim's Teesta system from waters flowing towards Tibet.

Importance

« It is one of the most important colonial-era agreements relevant to the Sikkim sector.
* Therefore:

1890 Convention — Sikkim-Tibet sector.

Johnson/Macartney—MacDonald — Aksai Chin/Western Sector.

McMahon Line — Eastern Sector.

8. Simla Conference, 1913-1914

* The next major development concerned the Eastern Sector.

* Representatives of British India, Tibet and China met at the Simla Conference of
1913-1914.

* The principal British representative was Sir Henry McMahon, Foreign Secretary of the
Government of India.
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* The negotiations dealt extensively with the political status and territorial arrangements
concerning Tibet.

* During these negotiations, McMahon and the Tibetan representative worked out the
boundary between Tibet and the northeastern frontier of British India.

* This boundary became known as the McMahon Line.

9. McMahon Line — 1914

» The McMahon Line broadly separates Tibet from the northeastern frontier of India,
corresponding substantially to the present Arunachal Pradesh—Tibet boundary.

* It generally followed major geographical features and Himalayan watershed principles.

* The line was drawn on maps associated with the Simla negotiations.

China's Position

* The Chinese representative participated in the Simla negotiations but China did not
accept the final Simla Convention.

* China subsequently rejected the validity of the McMahon Line.

» The Government of India has officially acknowledged that China does not recognise
the McMahon Line as the India—China boundary.

India’s Position

* Independent India inherited and recognises the McMahon Line as the boundary in the
Eastern Sector.

* Arunachal Pradesh is an integral part of India.
 Consequently, the dispute is not merely about drawing a line on a modern map; it arises

from fundamentally different interpretations of the legal and historical validity of
colonial-era arrangements.

10. Tibet: Why It Is Central to Understanding the
Boundary

« Historically, Tibet functioned as the geographical region separating British India
from much of China proper.

» Many British-era frontier negotiations therefore involved Tibet directly or indirectly.

» This is why the legal status of Tibet at different historical periods became closely
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connected with competing interpretations of the India—China boundary.

» The 1914 Simla arrangements are particularly controversial because China disputes
Tibet's authority at that time to conclude an independent boundary arrangement with
British India.

11. Quick Comparison of the Four Major British-Era
Lines/Arrangements

Line/Agreement  Year Sector Basic Effect Nature
. Aksai Chin .
Johnson Line 1865 We_stern/Aksal placed on B”“Sh proposal/survey
Chin N line
Kashmir side
Forward
Johnson-Ardagh  c¢.  Western/Aksai boundary; Aksai ... .
Line 1897 Chin Chin on Kashmir British strategic proposal
side
. Much of Aksai  British proposal
Macartney- Western/Aksai . . i
MacDonald Line 1899 Chin Chin proposed ~ communicated to Qing

on Chinese side China

Anglo-Chinese I . Defined Sikkim— Formal Britain—China
Convention 1830 Sikkim-Tibet Tibet boundary  Convention

Agreed by British India
and Tibet; China rejected
final settlement

McMahon Line / Tibet-NE India
Simla arrangements 1914 Easgm Sectof boundary

12. The Most Important Conceptual Distinction

Not every British-era line was an “agreement with China.”
* This distinction is essential.

* The Johnson Line was not a treaty with China.

*» The Johnson-Ardagh Line was not a treaty with China.

* The Macartney—MacDonald Line was proposed to China, but it did not mature into a
mutually concluded boundary treaty.

* The 1890 Sikkim-Tibet Convention, by contrast, was formally concluded between
Great Britain and Qing China.

» The McMahon Line arose from the 1913-14 Simla process and was agreed between
the British Indian and Tibetan representatives, but China did not accept the final Simla
settlement.
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This distinction prevents one of the most common errors in examinations.

13. What Happened after Indian Independence in 19477
* Independent India inherited the frontiers of British India.

* India considered its northern boundary to be based on established historical, customary
and geographical foundations.

* The People's Republic of China was established in 1949.
* During the 1950s, differences over the boundary became increasingly apparent.

* A major strategic development was China's consolidation of control over Aksai Chin,
through which it constructed a road connecting Xinjiang and Tibet.

* The Western and Eastern sectors consequently emerged as the principal areas of
disagreement.

14. India—China War of 1962

* The boundary dispute culminated in the India—China War of October—November
1962.

» Fighting occurred principally in the Western Sector in Ladakh and the Eastern Sector
in the then North-East Frontier Agency (NEFA).

* China declared a unilateral ceasefire in November 1962.
* In the Western Sector, China retained control over Aksai Chin.

* In the Eastern Sector, Chinese forces withdrew from much of the territory they had
occupied during the conflict.

 The war did not produce a mutually accepted final boundary settlement.

15. Aksai Chin: Why Is It Strategically Important?
 Aksai Chin is a high-altitude, cold and sparsely populated plateau.

* Despite its harsh physical environment, its strategic importance is considerable.

* For China, the region provides an important land connection between Xinjiang and
Tibet.

* For India, it forms part of the historical territory of Ladakh.
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* Thus, Aksai Chin illustrates an important geographical principle:
Low population does not mean low strategic value.

* A barren high-altitude plateau may be extremely important because of its location,
connectivity, military geography and access routes.

16. Pakistan—China Boundary Agreement, 1963

* Another dimension was added when Pakistan and China concluded a boundary
agreement on 2 March 1963.

» India rejects this agreement because it concerned territory in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir over which India claims sovereignty.

* According to the Government of India, Pakistan illegally ceded approximately 5,180 sq
km of Indian territory in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir to China under the 1963
arrangement.

» This area is associated with the Trans-Karakoram Tract/Shaksgam Valley.

17. International Boundary vs Line of Actual Control

International Boundary

« An international boundary is the legally recognised territorial boundary separating two
sovereign states.

* India and China have not mutually settled and demarcated their entire international
boundary.

Line of Actual Control

« The Line of Actual Control (LAC) refers broadly to the line separating areas under the
actual control of India and China in the disputed border regions.

* The LAC is not the same as a mutually agreed international boundary.

* Most importantly, there is no commonly delineated LAC and no common perception
of its entire alignment between India and China.

Why does this create problems?
* Indian and Chinese patrols may patrol up to their respective perceptions of the LAC.
* Where those perceptions overlap, patrols can encounter each other.

* The Government of India has repeatedly explained that differences in perception of the
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LAC have historically produced transgressions and face-to-face situations.

18. Major Post-Independence Border Agreements

1993 Agreement

* India and China signed the Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace and Tranquillity
along the Line of Actual Control on 7 September 1993.

« It represented an important attempt to manage the border dispute without prejudicing
either side’s territorial claims.

1996 Agreement

* On 29 November 1996, the two countries concluded an agreement on Confidence-
Building Measures in the Military Field along the LAC.

* Its objective was to reduce the possibility of military confrontation.

2005 Protocol

* On 11 April 2005, India and China signed a protocol laying down modalities for
implementing military confidence-building measures.

2005 Political Parameters Agreement

* India and China also concluded the Agreement on Political Parameters and Guiding
Principles for the Settlement of the India-China Boundary Question in 2005.

2012 Working Mechanism

» The Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on India-China
Border Affairs (WMCC) was established in 2012.

2013 Border Defence Cooperation Agreement

» The Border Defence Cooperation Agreement (BDCA) was signed on 23 October
2013.

« It provided mechanisms including flag meetings, border personnel meetings, military
contacts and consultations.

« It also provided that when forces came face-to-face in areas without a common

understanding of the LAC, they should exercise maximum self-restraint and avoid
provocative actions.

19. The Boundary Question in One Conceptual Diagram
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British India—China Frontier
Western Sector — Ladakh/Aksai Chin

l

Johnson Line, 1865

l

Aksai Chin on Kashmir side

!

Johnson-Ardagh Line, c. 1897

!

Forward British claim; Aksai Chin on Kashmir side

l

Macartney—MacDonald Line, 1899

!

Compromise proposal; much of Aksai Chin on Chinese side
Sikkim Sector

!

Anglo-Chinese Convention, 1890

1

Formal agreement concerning Sikkim—Tibet boundary
Eastern Sector — Arunachal Pradesh/Tibet

l

Simla Conference, 1913-14

l

McMahon Line, 1914

!
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Accepted by British India and Tibet

!

Rejected by China

20. Why Did the British Propose Different Boundaries
in Aksai Chin?

* The central reason was that the high-altitude Aksai Chin region had weak
administrative presence, difficult terrain and uncertain historical delimitation.

* British strategic priorities also changed over time.

* When fear of Russian expansion was greater, British strategists preferred the more
forward Johnson—Ardagh Line.

* When compromise with China appeared strategically desirable, the British proposed the
less expansive Macartney—MacDonald Line.

* Therefore, the Aksai Chin boundary was not simply a product of physical geography.

« It was also influenced by imperial strategy, security calculations, cartography and
the Great Game.

21. Important Geographical Features to Associate with
the Boundary

« Karakoram Range is important in the Western Sector.

» Karakoram Pass historically connected Ladakh with Xinjiang.

+ Aksai Chin lies in the high-altitude Western Sector.

« Kunlun Mountains are important for understanding the Johnson—Ardagh conception.
» Pangong Tso lies across the India—China LAC region in Ladakh.

» Spanggur area, Depsang Plains and Demchok are other strategically significant
names associated with the Western Sector.

» Barahoti in Uttarakhand is associated with the Middle Sector.
» Sikkim-Tibet watershed is associated with the 1890 Convention.

» Tawang is strategically and historically important in the Eastern Sector.
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» McMahon Line is associated with the Arunachal Pradesh—Tibet frontier.

22. India's Official Position on the Territorial Dispute

» India maintains that China is in illegal occupation of approximately 38,000 sq km of
Indian territory in Ladakh.

* India also rejects the 1963 China—Pakistan boundary arrangement involving
approximately 5,180 sg km of territory claimed by India.

* China, meanwhile, claims approximately 90,000 sq km in the Eastern Sector,
substantially corresponding to Arunachal Pradesh. India rejects this claim.

* Both countries nevertheless formally recognise that the boundary question remains
unresolved and requires a fair, reasonable and mutually acceptable solution through
dialogue and peaceful negotiations.
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What's the reason behind the
sudden surge in onion prices?

EXPLAINER

A. M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

The story so far: Days af-
ter sugar prices increased
sharply, the price of onion,
an essential commodity
whose prices are consi-
dered a politically sensitive
topic, nearly doubled from
last year’s.

On September 1, the all-
India average price was
¥49.59 a kg, registering an
over 74% increase from
¥28.48 on the correspond-
ing day in 2025.

On August 1, the price
was ¥35.47 a kg. In Kolkata
and Chennai, the price has
now reached ¥60. What
has worried the Centre is
the fact that over the past
two weeks, the price has
gone beyond ¥70 in certain
retail markets, particularly
in North India. This in-
crease is unprecedented,
and according to some offi-

Big farmers, traders try to keep
the stock in cold storage, hoping
to release it at better prices. PTI

cials, has left the Centre
searching for reasons be-
hind this surge, as the Op-
position says the govern-
ment has failed to curb the
price rise of essentials.

‘What could be reason
for the increase?

The production of onion is
estimated at 307.37 lakh
tonnes (It) in 2025-26,
which is in line with the
previous year’s production
of 307.67 It. The produc-

tion is adequate for the
domestic  consumption
and for export, which
comes to about 15 It. Ho-
wever, industry sources
claim that the quality of
onions, particularly after
the delay in the rain and
the subsequent delay in
harvest in Maharashtra
(the largest onion produc-
ing State), was not up to
the standard. The fact that
quality onions are less than
last year is considered a
reason for the price rise.

Historically, according
to the government, onion
prices have exhibited a sea-
sonal uptick and volatility
from  August-September
owing to increased de-
mand during festive sea-
son, weather, supply-chain
movements, and other de-
mand conditions.

This year, as soon as the
price of sugar increased,
there was a tendency not
to release the onion stocks,
particularly among the big
traders. Union Agriculture

Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and Union Con-
sumer Affairs Secretary
Nidhi Khare have outlined
hoarding and black marke-
teering as the reasons for
the sudden increase in the
prices of onion.

What steps are being

taken to ease the prices?
As it is natural for traders
and big farmers to look for
better prices of what they
produce and sell, the go-
vernment says that it was
expecting such a problem
in the case of onions. Big
farmers and big traders try
to keep the stock in cold
storage, hoping to release
it when prices are right.

To counter this, the go-
vernment has started a ca-
librated release of onion
from its buffer stocks. It is
selling onions at 335 a kg,
to give a message to the
consumer that it is the real
price of onion and put
pressure on those hoard-
ing it, a senior official said.
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03S9. What’s the reason behind the sudden surge in onion prices?
g1 Y FIACT F AR IOT BT FIAT FROT 87

The story so far: Days after sugar prices increased sharply, the price of onion, an essential
commodity whose prices are considered a politically sensitive topic, nearly doubled from last
year’s.

39 a i feufe Dol b FraAdt & o1 9efr & o et a1e, 3avges awq e 1 ST
ool g &Y JoIeAT # ST QAT 81 ITS; SHeAT A bl Usfeilicioh & & FdgeTelier [ A=
STaTgl

On September 1, the allindia average price was ¥49.59 a kg, registering an over 74%
increase from ¥28.48 on the corresponding day in 2025.

1 FdeR =) 3@ SR 3t Frara £49.59 wfa fraamsr o, S 2025 & =Y feaT T 228.48

T AT T 74% F 30 i ggfr gaicr 3

On August 1, the price was ¥35.47 a kg.

1 319TET I HIHAT ¥35.47 gfer fraarmar ot

In Kolkata and Chennai, the price has now reached %60.
Frarrar 3R Aeer$ # FAT 37T 260 TF TE 7S T

What has worried the Centre is the fact that over the past two weeks, the price has gone
beyond 70 in certain retail markets, particularly in North India.

ehe; I TRiclT T ShROT I ¢ Toh ool &Y Aedle & $o Yo a1eiRi, [y §9 & 307 R &, HiAcT
Z70 T FRAH B IS &

This increase is unprecedented, and according to some officials, has left the Centre
searching for reasons behind this surge, as the Opposition says the government has failed to
curb the price rise of essentials.

I8 g U HAAYE ¢ IR Fo JTAFRAT & AR, 38 she; T SH IBTel h HROT TR T
AR & T &, STafen fauat &1 dgan & o TR Imaeas aeqait Y AT o 37T oot 7
[ERERGCES

What could be the reason for the increase?

AT F GO HT FIT HROT &1 FHaT 82

The production of onion is estimated at 307.37 lakh tonnes (It) in 2025-26, which is in line
with the previous year’s production of 307.67 It.

2025-26 H TS T 3cdTeT 307.37 A & (TAEY) Tgo1 1 A &, it [Ioel I & 307.67

TG & 3cUTCsT & I ST g

The production is adequate for domestic consumption and for export, which comes to about
15 It.

g ScUIeeT e WU 3R o91879T 15 e & forfer o forw uiea &1

However, industry sources claim that the quality of onions, particularly after the delay in the
rain and the subsequent delay in harvest in Maharashtra (the largest onion producing
State), was not up to the standard.
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gTeAlTeh, 3ENIT A 53 AT AT &raT ¢ oh faRIy € & HERISE (Had 371 TS Sculesh Tsd) H aw
#H & 3R 38% S1E HH A hels H S G  PRUT ST Y J0TGHT HA & How e |
The fact that quality onions are less than last year is considered a reason for the price rise.
3T<E) T AT TS HY FYeeerar Raer o At Jorel1 F F gt bl hAd! H g o1 veh
HROT HTAT T IET &

Historically, according to the government, onion prices have exhibited a seasonal uptick and
volatility from August-September owing to increased demand during festive season,
weather, supply-chain movements, and other demand conditions.

TR & ITAR, UgrTeh &7 & ARy Hhaer & et AT, HGH, Iqfed @er 7 rarsier
3T Al Feel 3= RIS & FROT carer H ST F 3ered-Rde @ Atgs el sk
TEYRAT ST SATAY T B

This year, as soon as the price of sugar increased, there was a tendency not to release
the onion stocks, particularly among the big traders.

g qy el FY FAT Tod &, [T TT T 92 IRt & I STt FT SR 9R & 81 AR
& ygfar fewrs &

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Union Consumer Affairs Secretary
Nidhi Khare have outlined hoarding and black marketeering as the reasons for the sudden
increase in the prices of onion.

g STy #AT fArevrer R Aot 3R i susiierar A afa afer @ & warer & Hredt 7
37eITeTeh g e o UM o & H STATERY A FTAETSRY I FRIEAT a8

What steps are being taken to ease the prices?

FrHGT F FA I F T FIT FSA IBT AT R #?

As it is natural for traders and big farmers to look for better prices of what they produce and
sell, the government says that it was expecting such a problem in the case of onions.

TRt AR 93 fRarel 1 319 garT 3curfed 3R 9 ST1et arelt 39 & forw dgax Hiear $Hr
38T ST TATHTTA &; SHTIT EIHN T Shgell ¢ foh I ATeT o AT 7 VT GHAEIT ST 3eiehr
oy

Big farmers and big traders try to keep the stock in cold storage, hoping to release it when
prices are right.

3 fopaTet 3R 93 AR 3ugerd A AT T HSR STSIR H ARG 1 3 & 39 offer sisrl
H @ HT I WA |

To counter this, the government has started a calibrated release of onion from its buffer
stocks.

50 fEufd & fAdee & fov SRR o 37061 aHT ISR & Tt Y forife A 3 farelt & T 21

It is selling onions at ¥35 a kg, to give a message to the consumer that it is the real price of
onion and put pressure on those hoarding it, a senior official said.

Teh JISS TTARRI o el [oh THR STHIFATIIT I g TS Sol o TolT Toh TgT TS I AEd[dh
FrAd & 3R 5T TAERN FI ardl W ga1a T F v warer 235 9fa framA frexd s=
@el
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Decoding Russia’s reliance on Indian petroleum products

Ukraine’s recent relentless attacks on Russia’s oil refineries has led the country to rely on India for petroleum imports

DATA POINT

Nitika Francis

ecent Ukrainian attacks

on Russia’s oil refineries

has resulted in the latter
importing refined petroleum pro-
ducts from India in significant
quantities for the first time, at least
since the Russia-Ukraine war start-
ed in February 2022.

As per multiple media reports,
including one by the Press Trust of
India, Indian refiners sent about
one million barrels over the last
two months, alongside Turkey and
Morocco. Russia’s import of petro-
leum products from India has re-
mained negligible in the past, ac-
counting for less than one per cent
of India’s petroleum exports. The
bulk of exports went to countries
like the Netherlands, Australia and
the UAE (Chart 1).

Though the Indian govern-
ment’s export and import-related
data for the last two months is yet
to be released, reports have con-
firmed that the country’s export of
refined petroleum products to
Russia has sharply increased in the
last two months. This has tilted the
huge imbalance that existed bet-
ween the two countries in oil
trade, albeit marginally. India con-
tinues to remain hugely depen-
dent on Russia for crude.

One-fourth of India’s petroleum
imports since January 2022 were
from Russia and this number re-
mained high before U.S. President
Donald Trump imposed additional
tariffs on India in October 2025 for
buying crude from Russia.

Though this resulted in India
sharply cutting down its crude im-
port from Russia, the imports res-
umed in full swing soon after. In
fact, after the U.S. and Israel
launched a war with Iran in Febru-
ary this year, the former did a U-
turn in its stance and tacitly en-
couraged Russian crude supplies
into the market to negate the im-
pact of Iran’s blockade in the Strait
of Hormuz.

Chart 2 shows how Russia ac-
counted for nearly one-third
(31.6%) of India’s crude imports as
of June 2026. India imported $531
million worth of crude from Russia
in June 2026, which is roughly
double that of its import from the
country in January 2022, a month
before Russia’s invasion of Uk-
raine.

Amid Ukraine’s continued tar-
geting of Russia’s oil refining in-
frastructure, the Russian Federa-
tion’s Deputy Prime Minister
Alexander Novak said in July that
the country would begin import-
ing oil products to help stabilise
the domestic market.

Consistent attacks

According to the International
Strategic Action Network for Se-
curity, there were at least 17 at-
tacks on 16 different oil refineries
in Russia. Eight attacks were tar-
geted at oil depots and oil pump-
ing stations in July (Chart 3).
‘Though reliable data on similar at-
tacks in August are not available
yet, they seem to have continued
at the same rate, resulting in petrol
and diesel shortages.

Data from the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) show that Russia’s re-
finery crude throughput went
from about 5.18 million barrels per
day in Q12026 (January to March)
in the beginning of the year, to
about 3.88 million barrels per day
in Q32026. The attacks also seem
to have contributed to a surge in
crude exports from Russia, as un-
planned refinery outages diverted
higher volumes of crude to the ex-
port market. India, which ranks
fourth in oil-refining capacity in
the world, has utilised Russia’s
sudden demand to export refined
petroleum products, mainly from
private refineries (Chart 4). Consi-
dering the time it would take for
Russia to bring its refining capacity
back to its earlier capacity, the
surge in exports could continue,
which will help India in easing its
pressure on foreign exchange in
the coming months.

Arefining relationship

The data were sourced

from India’s Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
the International Strategic
Action Network for Security,
the Statistical Review of
World Energy BP, and the
Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries.

With inputs from Gandla
Sneha, who isinterning
with The Hindu’Data Team

CHART 3: A total of 17 attacks were recorded against 16
different oil refineries in Russia in July

CHART 1: Russia’s share in India’s petroleum exports has
traditionally been less than 1% (not visible in the chart)
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CHART 2: Russia accounted for more than one-fourth of
India’s total crude imports since January 2022
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CHART 4: The seven countries with the highest oil refining
capacity in the world. Values in million barrels per day
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03S9. Decoding Russia’s reliance on Indian petroleum products

HRAT Yo curel W & Y fosivar &) gagrar

Recent Ukrainian attacks on Russia’s oil refineries has resulted in the latter importing
refined petroleum products from India in significant quantities for the first time, at least since
the Russia-Ukraine war started in February 2022.

gIeT 7 T &l el RTSIRAT X Fahel! g & HROT & o Tgell IR, HhA-J-ha BIalT 2022 H
H-Zhel IS YE Bl & TG W, HRA T IRSFa I AAH FeuTeT b1 931 AT H AT el P&

Fargl

As per multiple media reports, including one by the Press Trust of India, Indian refiners sent
about one million barrels over the last two months, alongside Turkey and Morocco.

W T 3T i3 afed @S Afsar Rutet & 7R, Ry RergeRt = oo & 7 7 g
3R AREFRT & T THTRT STTH9T 10 A1 R 3c91E o7 &

Russia’s import of petroleum products from India has remained negligible in the past,
accounting for less than one per cent of India’s petroleum exports.

AT H ARG T TF FT IS AIH 3cUTE HATT 9707 @7 ¢ 3R T8 AR & deifera# &ard &
& gl @ off FA @ &
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e The bulk of exports went to countries like the Netherlands, Australia and the UAE (Chart 1).
T o1 3rTerenTer fReaT AeTels, Jireeforam 3k UAE S gl s arm g (3me 1)1
e Though the Indian government’s export and import-related data for the last two months is yet

to be released, reports have confirmed that the country’s export of refined petroleum products
to Russia has sharply increased in the last two months.

gTeliTeh TIoe & AT ¥ T HRT TR & frata 3 smara g@atf) 3fes 3 oy fvw ot
aﬁ%,a%ﬁmﬁﬁgﬁtaﬁr%%ﬁwamﬁﬁﬁwaﬁaﬂmmﬁ@ﬁwmm
o aTa as A SeT B

e This has tilted the huge imbalance that existed between the two countries in oil trade, albeit
marginally.
SEY alell G2l & s ot AR & Alele AR el # AN e 3 g

e India continues to remain hugely dependent on Russia for crude.

maﬁr%%ﬁvwwaﬁmﬁﬁwg&n%l

e One-fourth of India’s petroleum imports since January 2022 were from Russia and this
number remained high before U.S. President Donald Trump imposed additional tariffs on
India in October 2025 for buying crude from Russia.

ST 2022 T AR & U 3T T Th-aiaTs &9 F 3137 § 3R I8 I&ar a9 off 3 s=ir
W@, ST AN Tgufd Ares gFa o w6 A Fear do @liee & folv ergay 2025 7 AR W
3fafRea TNE seme 2

e Though this resulted in India sharply cutting down its crude import from Russia, the imports
resumed in full swing soon after.

gTelifeh 3T TRUTHETRT R & &F I 379 ed dol & AT H 5 weldt i, afha s
T ST AT T A 93 YA 9T & &Y 1|

e In fact, after the U.S. and Israel launched a war with Iran in February this year, the former did
a U-turn in its stance and tacitly encouraged Russian crude supplies into the market to negate
the impact of Iran’s blockade in the Strait of Hormuz.

arEdd H, 30 Y Wal) 7 AR 3R SRS SaRT ST & T JEH Y& el & dle, AR
379 & H - ToT 3R E1ofoT STTSHTHEY & T h AThlaT oh TIE i ASHAT et oh
TorT &t shee oot Y ST 3 3Mqfel Y HleT &7 & Siearigd |

e Chart 2 shows how Russia accounted for nearly one-third (31.6%) of India’s crude imports as
of June 2026.

ATE 2 SRATAT & fob ST 2026 eh R & Fed el & AT A &F HT FEAGHY aorerer va-fags
(31.6%) 2t|

e India imported $531 million worth of crude from Russia in June 2026, which is roughly double
that of its import from the country in January 2022, a month before Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

HRT & SfeT 2026 &8 & 531 AT sTeR 7o &1 Fear A 371 o, St Stevady 2022 #
S8 3 U FRT 31T 38 3T T I QAT §; ST 2022 T G@ANT Fghed T 3HHATT H Teh
Hglel Ugel &l THT AT|

e Amid Ukraine’s continued targeting of Russia’s oil refining infrastructure, the Russian
Federation’s Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak said in July that the country would
begin importing oil products to help stabilise the domestic market.

Yool SART T & el M FFHTIAT T RITAR TALAT TATC SATeT o sirer, T T oh SUTATAHAT
IAFAS ANETH 1 Sol1$ H gl Toh 2T Bl STOTR I U H¥el H FEIel & ToIT der Icral
AT E FHIMM

Consistent attacks
IR gHS
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According to the International Strategic Action Network for Security, there were at least
17 attacks on 16 different oil refineries in Russia.

FEAUAT TETAF T Acash R AN & AR, T H 16 TelT-37e9T dof RbIg=RAr
T HH-J-HA 17 §HA §U

Eight attacks were targeted at oil depots and oil pumping stations in July (Chart 3).

SIS # TS AW ool 307 3R er Iftiar Teerat bt foeimalr S e 31w (<Ime 3)|

Though reliable data on similar attacks in August are not available yet, they seem to have
continued at the same rate, resulting in petrol and diesel shortages.

gTcilToh 379TEd # ST ORE & &Hcll & FaTad [aeaqa 3iehg 33T ITcTey =T8T &, oifche THT Il
m%%ammatmwmqﬁmﬁmwmmaﬁmm@

Data from the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) show that
Russia’s refinery crude throughput went from about 5.18 million barrels per day in Q1 2026
(January to March) in the beginning of the year, to about 3.88 million barrels per day in Q3
2026.

Yeifars Aafas ot & Fered (OPEC) & 31Tehs JdTd & 1oh &F Al NBISARAT & Hed ool al
THERTOT Y T Q3T H Q1 2026 (STTalt & HATE) F ofarstar 5.18 FAferTer e wfafee & weax
Q3 2026 F T 3.88 AT et wiafet &) I

The attacks also seem to have contributed to a surge in crude exports from Russia, as
unplanned refinery outages diverted higher volumes of crude to the export market.

T 1 Tl BT § o6 31 gl of ®0 W Fed ad & fade 7 gefer 7 Jerer e §, it
AT Roprsat 961 & HROT 318F AT F Fedl dof AT SR i 30 As & ar

India, which ranks fourth in oil-refining capacity in the world, has utilised Russia’s sudden
demand to export refined petroleum products, mainly from private refineries (Chart 4).

SR, S fared & Qe AereT &1 F I FUTT R Y, 7 S 1 37elTefeh ScTesl HIT T 3TN HET
& ¥ forsht Resafat & aftsgd deifoaa scdrel & fhd & foe fFar g (@ 4)1

Considering the time it would take for Russia to bring its refining capacity back to its earlier
capacity, the surge in exports could continue, which will help India in easing its pressure on
foreign exchange in the coming months.

T Y 3T AT GTHAT Y T T W ATGH ol H 311 qTel A Y 4@ g0, 3T 7 7
e STRY T§ Hehell &, FoTER 31TeT aTel #EIAT 3 87T 1 fadelt FaT o gara o F¥a 7 Feraar
fAerf|
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Forex swap rakes in over $136 bn

According to RBI data, this includes $1,27,226 mn via FCNR(B) deposits, $5,260 mn through OFCBS and $3,891 mn via ECBs;

central bank may prioritise closing its short forward dollar positions with the FCNR(B) deposits received, say insiders

Lalatendu Mishra
Ashokamithran
MUMBAI

oreign exchange in-
F flows via foreign

currency non-resi-
dent (Bank) FCNR(B) depo-
sits, overseas foreign cur-
rency borrowings (OFCBs)
and external commercial
borrowings (ECBs) under
the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) swap facility have
crossed $136 billion, sur-
passing all projections.

A total of $1,36,377 mil-
lion has been mobilised, as
per data released by the
RBL This includes
$1,27,226 million through
FCNR (B) deposits, $5,260
million through OFCBS
and $3,891 million through
ECB.

Cushioning impact: The RBI has already begun absorbing rupee

~ /1

liquidity to ensure call rates did not fall below policy rate. REUTERS

The RBI had introduced
a special USD-INR forex
swap facility covering
these instruments on June
8 this year to deal with fo-
rex outflows due to high oil
prices and flight of capital
owing to exit of Foreign

Portfolio Investors (FOIs)
from the stock market.
The central bank may
prioritise closing its $137
billion short forward dollar
positions with the FCNR
(B) deposits received, ac-
cording to experts and in-

03S9. Forex swap rakes in over $136 bn

farereft a7eT ¥9 @ $136 3T ¥ IfAF erw AT

dustry insiders. “The RBI
has an outstanding short
forward position of $137
billion. If the regulator de-
cides not to roll over the
outstanding positions, the
rupee liquidity will be ab-
sorbed from the banking
system and RBI may use
the excess forex reserves
generated from the FCNR
(B) scheme for delivering
the dollars,” said Shashi
Dhar, Chief General Man-
ager of Treasury & Global
Markets at Bank of Baroda.

Short forward dollars
are currency derivative
contracts, wherein the RBI
commits to sell dollars at a
future date at a predeter-
mined rate. This is used to
defend the rupee without
drawing down spot re-
serves immediately.

The central bank had al-
ready begun absorbing ru-
pee liquidity to make sure
call rates did not fall below
policy rate, Mr. Dhar said.

Mr. Dhar further in-
formed that liquidity was
at 6.5 lakh crore and the
RBI might absorb some of
this to make sure short-
term money supply did not
feed into inflation and to
keep the borrowing cost
aligned with policy rate.

Meanwhile, banks may
be inclined to use this to
“bolster their asset-side
books and reduce their de-
pendence on wholesale
deposits in the immediate
term,” he said, adding that
in the long term, they
could use the excessive li-
quidity to fund credit
growth.

e According to RBI data, this includes $1,27,226 mn via FCNR(B) deposits, $5,260 mn
through OFCBS and $3,891 mn via ECBs; central bank may prioritise closing its short
forward dollar positions with the FCNR(B) deposits received, say insiders

RIS F Hiewsl & HTAR, 3T THATAR() STATHT F ATEIH F $1,27,226 AfATaT,

NTHFHETH F ATCTHT F $5,260 Ao 3T SHie & Ameas F $3,891 Aforwst anfier §;

ATH A S SR T Thgell & Toh Shold sleh UTocl THETTANR(ST) STHIIHT & 37T STer Y arrer
T waet et Reufarat &1 foraere e 1 graffswar S aarg

e Foreign exchange inflows via foreign currency non-resident (Bank) FCNR(B) deposits,

overseas foreign currency borrowings (OFCBs) and external commercial borrowings
(ECBs) under the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) swap facility have crossed $136 billion,
surpassing all projections.

R Rard d (3meaftams) #r v gieer & siqeta fadelht wer srfaard (3F) vediasm(E)
s, fagat @ Rl wpar 3umd (tvwdd) 3N aET oSy sud E@d) & e a

A 7T T 37cTsIaTE FHY 3T T IR FXA §U $136 3 & ATUF & T &7

e A total of $1,36,377 million has been mobilised, as per data released by the RBI.
IRAITE ZIRT STRY 3HTehsl & HTAR, Fel $1,36,377 AFATT Sperw aw €

e This includes $1,27,226 million through FCNR (B) deposits, $5,260 million through
OFCBS and $3,891 million through ECB.

s THETAAR (ft) STAT F AT F $1,27,226 AT, stvedidivw & Aegd & $5,260

Afee ikt &l & AreTsr ¥ $3,891 AT anfFer €1

e The RBI had introduced a special USD-INR forex swap facility covering these instruments
on June 8 this year to deal with forex outflows due to high oil prices and flight of capital
owing to exit of Foreign Portfolio Investors (FOIs) from the stock market.

HRETIE F e iy Sreft et ok T gl A & sfefars 3T AR AR & Rdelh dEwifry
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gt (Th3N3TS) & aTeR Aeheld A g1 aTel Gait gerael 8 foiges & T 56 a¥ 8 et &1 5T
A=A T AMAT P §T Teh FAAT rARAY STer—eliar o fageh a7ar w40 g e 6 2|

The central bank may prioritise closing its $137 billion short forward dollar positions with
the FCNR (B) deposits received, according to experts and industry insiders.

Q=i 3iR 3T & 3 SR o 3THR, HAI sleh ITod THHTANR () STA13T & 3790
$137 3R Y STer arreT fasht wareft gei Rufort & fargera 1 yrafdsdr ¢ g |

“The RBI has an outstanding short forward position of $137 billion.

“HRET3S T $137 3 T areT foshr Faeh Rufa avmm g

If the regulator decides not to roll over the outstanding positions, the rupee liquidity will
be absorbed from the banking system and RBI may use the excess forex reserves
generated from the FCNR (B) scheme for delivering the dollars,” said Shashi Dhar, Chief
General Manager of Treasury & Global Markets at Bank of Baroda.

Ife e T RRufaa) #1 3mr 781 o= 1 Ao Jar g, aY ST yomel ¥ F92 Y averar
Jraenfira gheft 3R R3S STor 1 gudatt & forw vweivaam (d) Aeren & g srfafea
faeeft 7T 513N 7 3TN T FHATR,” I 3w Fsher 7 Tl v TAla AHH F AT
HETIGYF AT &R 7 HgT|

Short forward dollars are currency derivative contracts, wherein the RBI commits to sell
dollars at a future date at a predetermined rate.

STt Y arreT farsht Reufort 0 JaT sgedeat Jregaer &, foieTeh 3icalel R3S gafareiid e
AT Y FRE ARG T SToR Sge Y ITaseerdr sged T 8|

This is used to defend the rupee without drawing down spot reserves immediately.

gaehT 3UAT g fadel HaT $isR 1 AchTer gt e Tu it goder 3 o o fohar S g |

The central bank had already begun absorbing rupee liquidity to make sure call rates did
not fall below policy rate, Mr. Dhar said.

A € = gl Toh el deh o g GIATRET Al & AT gl & TUA Y ATl HT IHAMNYOT & HY
e T o el #elY ¥ AfAera e @ ofi=r o7 9|

Mr. Dhar further informed that liquidity was at ¥6.5 lakh crore and the RBI might absorb
some of this to make sure shortterm money supply did not feed into inflation and to keep
the borrowing cost aligned with policy rate.

A €] 319 TAAT o Aelell T6.5 T FU5 AT 3R RIS SHAT Fo REEAT 3Tl ¢
Hehel &, cllfeh Tt HaT TYfel FAETEMr FY agmar 7 & 3R 3UTd Fr awra AfFTra e &
s e

Meanwhile, banks may be inclined to use this to “bolster their asset-side books and

reduce their dependence on wholesale deposits in the immediate term,” he said, adding
that in the long term, they could use the excessive liquidity to fund credit growth.

58 d1d, 3egiel el foh deb SHHT IUAT “IHTY TRETRY T8T F FAAGT FA 3R Aehrer srafer 7
e FTATHT TR 3T FreRaT F97 F & fov X G & 3egie) I8 o7 Fgr 6 Qe H 9
3ifaRea axerar &1 39T T favrar & Raavor & forw e ad £
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Moving towards a universal vaccine
against pneumonia and meningitis

Scientists are looking for a universal pneumococcal vaccine that can target all the hundred or so forms of Streptococcus pneumonia bacteria, and

prevent some undesirable outcomes created by existing vaccines that keep the threat of pneumococcal diseases alive in the human population

S. Swaminathan

here is a bacterium called
Streptococcus pneumoniae. It
comes in at least a hundred
different forms, or serotypes,
and lives in the tissue lining our nose and
throat. S. pneumoniae is normally
harmless. But when your body’s immune
system becomes weaker, for example
when you have a viral fever, these
bacteria may invade your lungs and cause
pneumonia, your brain and spmal cord to
cause ingitis, and your bloc
to cause sepsis.

These diseases are called
pneumococcal diseases, and fortunately,
they can be prevented by vaccines. Each
of these vaccines contains a unique
sugary substance called a capsular
polysaccharide, aimed at each serotype of
S. pneumoniae. That is, they offer
protection specific to each serotype.

And the current crop of pneumococcal
vaccines protect against only a subset of
the 100-0dd serotypes. To increase
coverage, scientists need to include
additional serotype-specific capsular
polysaccharides in the vaccine. And
covering all the serotypes in a single shot
would be extremely challenging, not to
mention extremely expensive as well.

Sugary shot

Recently, a team of British scientists
reported an important first step in this
direction. They did two things: first, they
switched the polysaccharide with
proteins and, second, they adopted an
approach called reverse vaccinology.

Basically, two kinds of pneumococcal
vaccines are available today. One is a mix
of purified capsular polysaccharides from
multiple serotypes. Pneumovax 23 is an
example. It does not work well in infants
and offers short-lived protection.

To help boost the effects as well as the
durability of the immune response,
scientists have linked the polysaccharides
to a carrier protein. Such vaccines are
known as pneumococcal conjugate
vaccines (PCVs). Typical examples
include PCV10 and PCV14; the numerals
denote the number of serotypes included.

When these vaccines target and
eliminate some serotypes of S.
pneumoniae, it also opens the door for
other serotypes to mount an infection.
These non-vaccine serotypes also face less
biological competition for space and
resources, so they multiply and
eventually replace the vaccine-targeted
serotypes, rendering the vaccines
obsolete.

Second, many non-vaccine serotypes
either possess antibiotic resistance genes
or can acquire them from their resistant
counterparts. This leads to the rise of
both vaccine- and antibiotic-resistant
serotypes.

Thus, scientists are looking for a
universal pneumococcal vaccine that can
target all serotypes and prevent these
outcomes, which keep the threat of
pneumonia, meningitis, and other
pneumococcal diseases alive in the
population.

The agar plate with red blood cells on the left shows a positive Staphyloccus infection and on the right shows a positive Streptococcus infection. NC/UNSPLASH

Reverse vaccinology starts from the
germ’s genome to identify proteins that
can be included in vaccines. Scientists
demonstrated an example of this in the
recent COVID-19 pandemic: once the
virus’s genome was sequenced in early
2020, scientists around the world could
analyse it and zero in on the spike-protein
gene to make COVID-19 vaccines. The
approach completely bypassed the need
to culture the germs in large bioreactors
and purify molecular components from
them to make the vaccine.

The S. pneumoniae genome encodes
more than 2,000 genes. Of them, around
1,300 are common across serotypes. The
genomic data of more than 20,000 S.
pneumoniae isolates across nearly a
hundred serotypes are also available in
the public domain.

The scientists deployed extensive
computational analysis using an arsenal
of bioinformatic tools to analyse these
sequences.

They reasoned that the best candidate
genes for creating their universal vaccine
would need to encode for proteins with
three attributes: (i) it must be located on
the surface so that the immune system
can easily access it; (ii) it must have low or
no similarity to human proteins, so that
the immune system does not attack the
body’s tissue, and (jii) it must be capable
of eliciting a robust and durable
anti-pneumococcal immunity.

The team shortlisted some candidates
and further whittled the list down based
on their predicted shapes and stability.
From this, the team picked three

candidate genes. They were: zinc
metalloprotease B (Z), pneumococcal
adherence virulence factor A (P), and a
protein which the scientists designated
YfhO-like (Y) due to its similarity to
another bacterial protein.

The team produced proteins Z, P, and
Y in the laboratory and made an
experimental vaccine by mixing them
together. They also added two
non-protein immune response boosters: a
small piece of synthetic DNA called CpG
and a sugary polymer called chitosan.
They named this formulation
ZPY-CpG-Ch.

Potent antibodies

To test whether the vaccine could elicit
protective anti-pneumococcal antibodies,
the scientists vaccinated laboratory mice.
After some time, they exposed the mice to
alethal dose of S. pneumoniae serotype 1,
which is known to be hypervirulent.
Compared to unvaccinated mice, all of
which succumbed to the lethal dose,
vaccinated mice showed 80-100%
survival.

Importantly, the scientists found that
the level of protection offered by
ZPY-CpG-Ch was comparable to that of
PCV13.

The team also found that antibodies
from the mice vaccinated with
ZPY-CpG-Ch could help kill S. pneumoniae
bacteria in a test tube. When injected into
unvaccinated mice, the antibodies could
also protect them against a lethal dose of
serotype 1.

Third, ZPY-CpG-Ch fully protected

There is a bacterium called Streptococcus pneumoniae.
Streptococcus pneumoniae sTHeh Teh GﬁETUI BT gl

It comes in at least a hundred different forms, or serotypes, and lives in the tissue lining our

nose and throat.

IE FH-Y-HF Tl 37A97-37619T F4T IT EREBT H 911 1T § 3R gAY AT T27 1) 7 31 Rep

g I Gehet AT Scleh H AT B

vaccinated mice exposed to lethal doses
of two non-vaccine serotypes, 11A and
33F. It also offered 50% protection against
a third non-vaccine serotype, called
serotype 8.

In all mouse experiments, measures of
the vaccine’s protective effect based on
the bacterial load in lungs and blood
mirrored the rodents’ survival rates.
However, the ZPY-CpG-Ch vaccine did not
reduce the load of pneumococcal bacteria
in the upper respiratory passages of
vaccinated mice. That is, despite being
protected, vaccinated mice have the
ability to still spread the infection to
uninfected mice.

Worthy goal

Finally, the team also reported that
vaccinating mice with ZPY-CpG-Ch
stimulated a subset of immune cells that
are implicated in pneumococcal
immunity.

The results from this work are too
preliminary for ZPY-CpG-Chtobe a
universal pneumococcal vaccine. It has
also been tested against a very small
subset of serotypes, four to be precise.
Vaccine data from laboratory mice also
may not truly reflect the human situation.

Nevertheless, this work represents a
baby step towards the worthy goal of
developing a universal pneumococcal
vaccine.

5

@o. is a retired prof of
biology at BITS-Pilani, Hyderabad, and a
former scientist at ICGEB, New Delhi.
ssn225@gmail.com)
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S. pneumoniae is normally harmless.

S. pneumoniae TTHIT: IRIEd 81T &

But when your body’s immune system becomes weaker, for example when you have a viral
fever, these bacteria may invade your lungs and cause pneumonia, your brain and spinal
cord to cause meningitis, and your bloodstream to cause sepsis.

AfeheT ST 31Taeh R T FAETT OTTell FHSR 81 ST 8, 3eTeR0T & ToIT ST 31TIhT arRel TR
BT &, T A SAaT0] 3Tk thhst 7 Fael shieh fARIferaT, 3mmaeh ARETsh 3R Aoof H T Feh
AfAeamsfew, T 39F TFAYAE F AU FF AT 3cTeoA Y Fohd ¢

These diseases are called pneumococcal diseases, and fortunately, they can be prevented
by vaccines.

ST AT T sAPYFS AT T ST & 3R FHATT A, o6 rehl ST AehT ST Hhell & |

Each of these vaccines contains a unique sugary substance called a capsular
polysaccharide, aimed at each serotype of S. pneumoniae.

ST & T O 7 Feyer STeiTIgs A1 U fafise e uerd g &, S S.
pneumoniae & Ycdeh YRICISY Hl AT&d T ¢

That is, they offer protection specific to each serotype.
3727, A Fedeh ARIETSY & foIw faflrse et vem ad ¢ |

And the current crop of pneumococcal vaccines protect against only a subset of the 100-
odd serotypes.

3R TAATT H ST wRIFIHA S I 100 FRICSY H T shelel HS o ave & FR&T alT
d gl

To increase coverage, scientists need to include additional serotype-specific capsular
polysaccharides in the vaccine.

& o Y T o1 & THT d=fiietent I &b & ifaRera dRegy-fafire Foger afdifiamgs
AT et T IMTLThAT & |

And covering all the serotypes in a single shot would be extremely challenging, not to mention
extremely expensive as well.

3R ek €Y e T G H e FRICTSY T A Tl T YeAlcqoT §1TT, T & I8
3rcafere Aga off grem|

Sugary shot
AHIGF ST

Recently, a team of British scientists reported an important first step in this direction.
gler 81 #, fafeer danforent it v & 21 3@ faem 7 T Agca ol gus Few T STy &

They did two things: first, they switched the polysaccharide with proteins and, second, they
adopted an approach called reverse vaccinology.

37giot &1 S fohT: Tgell, 3ogiel TlelHehISs & FTel T HIENT 1 39T foham 3K g, Sogial
Rt derefietierrslt AHe goehIvT 9= |

Basically, two kinds of pneumococcal vaccines are available today.

Held:, 3TST &Y YR & wqAISIwe & ST § |

One is a mix of purified capsular polysaccharides from multiple serotypes.

Teh YehR s ARICET F ITeel YEHFA Fegert Fieiw1ss H (A0 |

Pneumovax 23 is an example.

Pneumovax 23 3HehT Udh 3TeI0T &

It does not work well in infants and offers short-lived protection.

Ig TR A 3T e TeATdY TET g1aT 3R 3eTehiTereh &t Jelel FIAT 8|

To help boost the effects as well as the durability of the immune response, scientists have
linked the polysaccharides to a carrier protein.
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gforeT gfafshar & wema T 3Tt TR 3rafd & g & fow danfaes! & areldsiss &t
Teh aigd VAT & 5 e &

Such vaccines are known as pneumococcal conjugate vaccines (PCVs).

U el T FYAIRIR Pleofaic dFHIT (PCVs) & &I H ST ST &

Typical examples include PCV10 and PCV14; the numerals denote the number of serotypes
included.

SHF | 3ETEIOT 3 PCV10 3 PCV14 2nfier §; $o73 Tgar 37 anfarer e arw dRtersy
&1 dear g §

When these vaccines target and eliminate some serotypes of S. pneumoniae, it also opens
the door for other serotypes to mount an infection.

519 ¥ & S. pneumoniae & H ARICIST I ARTT Hlsh AT Hd ¢, ol SHY 3T RIS
o HShHAUT ScUea] il T AT 8 Gof ST B |

These non-vaccine serotypes also face less biological competition for space and resources,
so they multiply and eventually replace the vaccine-targeted serotypes, rendering the
vaccines obsolete.

5o7 -1 FRYEBT Y TUT 3R FaTE=T & T e Sifgew wfaeau’ #1 aar & 9sarg,
ZafaT 3 ash & dgd ¢ 3R 37dd: & gaRT dfeid ERICTSY 1 TUTH o od &, forad & 39T
HECIGE]

Second, many non-vaccine serotypes either possess antibiotic resistance genes or can
acquire them from their resistant counterparts.

g, &% IR-ErenT ARIersT a1 o vdarafed wferelt Slter taa € a1 378 3o wforieh gaemett &
TC &Y TR &

This leads to the rise of both vaccine- and antibiotic-resistant serotypes.

3 ArapT-faie gur vderiRes-ufa @Ry, aibt & dea H Ul scue g |

Thus, scientists are looking for a universal pneumococcal vaccine that can target all

serotypes and prevent these outcomes, which keep the threat of pneumonia, meningitis, and
other pneumococcal diseases alive in the population.

safeIT afereh 08 Arasiifas FalwFer & T Torer FY ¢ 8, S Hel ERICST &l ofeid T
b AR 3T IRUTAT T Aeh T, ST ITEIET 7 Ao, Afceorsied qur 3wg ~g#mSe el &
T Y FTT @A B

Reverse vaccinology starts from the germ’s genome to identify proteins that can be included
in vaccines.

Rt dehiaiterrolt Q8 NENAT T Tgaret aidet & Forw o] o St & e el 8, oI et
# nfAer oFaT ST FhaT

Scientists demonstrated an example of this in the recent COVID-19 pandemic: once the
virus’s genome was sequenced in early 2020, scientists around the world could analyse it and
zero in on the spike-protein gene to make COVID-19 vaccines.

dATfeeRT o gTeraT COVID-19 HETHRY & ERTeT SHAT Teh 3GTE0T TEJC TohaT: Teh IR 2020
QBT H TIRH o SHAIH T IThHUT g1 STTed o S, AT 81 & A1feieh ST [aReIyoT Y Teh
3R EaEH-TE ST IR €1 Shigd Fteh COVID-19 € §aT Toh |

The approach completely bypassed the need to culture the germs in large bioreactors and
purify molecular components from them to make the vaccine.

S GTREHIVT =¥ el SoTToY & FoIT o ArRwareR) 3 AIMU3HT A Farfeier et 3R 3o orfar
el T YCH e T HTTLIehcl T T TE FATST I 7T

The S. pneumoniae genome encodes more than 2,000 genes.

S. pneumoniae A 2,000 & 31fereh Sl Sl FHedetr FIAT 8|

Of them, around 1,300 are common across serotypes.

SoT | 9799 1,300 Sied T3 R8T & THA g1 g |
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e The genomic data of more than 20,000 S. pneumoniae isolates across nearly a hundred
serotypes are also available in the public domain.

ST Tt AR H ter 20,000 & AF S. pneumoniae MFATH & Sl A JHihs T
AT 875 H 39Uy &1

e The scientists deployed extensive computational analysis using an arsenal of bioinformatic
tools to analyse these sequences.

SATToTeRT o SoT TTshdl T TARANUT T¥el oh [T TaTSieet Sq-FaATIaaATeT SUHIVI I ATTh
3T Y G FaEd aegeRreter favelyor faar|

o They reasoned that the best candidate genes for creating their universal vaccine would need
to encode for proteins with three attributes: (i) it must be located on the surface so that the
immune system can easily access it; (ii) it must have low or no similarity to human proteins,
so that the immune system does not attack the body’s tissue, and (iii) it must be capable of
eliciting a robust and durable anti-pneumococcal immunity.

3oglel dh T o 3o7eh AR aF & AT & fav gddss genfad shat i 0 W=t &
fore sreaetr see wnfew, et oo faAward 8f: (i) T was W Feud giar =nfev arfes wfawam
JOTTe 3 T T & g T, (ii)@ﬁm%ﬁ%%@ammmmaﬁm
IR, ATfer ITARET JoTrell R & ScTehl OX el of &, 3R (jii) T§ HTed AT Srefepricieh
gRIR - G Scueet hteT 7 TaTH glar wifgu|

e The team shortlisted some candidates and further whittled the list down based on their
predicted shapes and stability.

A A FT THITAT SFAIGART Y AT 3R SeTeh AT 3R AT FEUTAT & ITUR 7T A
AR &fAa fear

e From this, the team picked three candidate genes.
$8h ITUR T EH o AT T SieT o |

e They were: zinc metalloprotease B (Z), pneumococcal adherence virulence factor A (P),
and a protein which the scientists designated YfhO-like (Y) due to its similarity to another
bacterial protein.

3 9 o AT B (), 7qAIRIwe TgeNd fageld baet A (P), 3R th id= o
daATfeYeRl o Teh 3o SHATO] YT oh WY SHAT FHTAT oh SHROT YhO-like (Y) =1 fem|

o The team produced proteins Z, P, and Y in the laboratory and made an experimental vaccine
by mixing them together.

& o gAeTemer & Z, P 3 Y M JUR 0 3R 378 Ao v yraifare St s

e They also added two non-protein immune response boosters: a small piece of synthetic DNA
called CpG and a sugary polymer called chitosan.

Sogiel TTaRETT ST T Jeia arol & IR-TET uere 8ff A2: CpG e [AAfes DNA #71 Tt
OIET TohsT 3R FIFEHAT ATH Teh AhIgerdl Ui |

e They named this formulation ZPY-CpG-Ch.
3glel S8 WIHCIRI &I AH ZPY-CpG-Ch @

Potent antibodies

erfaaermel ThareY

e To test whether the vaccine could elicit protective anti-pneumococcal antibodies, the
scientists vaccinated laboratory mice.

Ig Sirdet & TorT foh oram Erept sgateh R a-faeft gatTerras TEIEI8T Sctoat o Fehell &, dilieieh of
SIATaTRITET 3 T[T 2l EXehl ofaTTT|

o After some time, they exposed the mice to a lethal dose of S. pneumoniae serotype 1, which
is known to be hypervirulent.
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O HHY S, 3811 @i 1 S. pneumoniae AN 1 T HlcTeh HIHT & T H T, f54
3TcgTereh [ANTUTSTeTeh HIT ST &

Compared to unvaccinated mice, all of which succumbed to the lethal dose, vaccinated mice
showed 80-100% survival.

el 1 SI3TTT ITT <@l T JolalT A, TSieTol & FefY ©Tcieh AHT oh HROT R I, Eehl SIMMT AT gl o

80-100% AT Igat FY gT 2 15|
Importantly, the scientists found that the level of protection offered by ZPY-CpG-Ch was
comparable to that of PCV13.

Hgeaqul &9 H, A=ATTeIehi ¥ TrAT foh ZPY-CpG-Ch E@RT YeTeT T 31 F&T &l R PCV13 &

HHTT AT

The team also found that antibodies from the mice vaccinated with ZPY-CpG-Ch could help
kill S. pneumoniae bacteria in a test tube.

&l o I 8 91T fF ZPY-CpG-Ch & EYehT 19T 31T T Y TEHaidt e < # S. pneumoniae
FFERIT Y 7S¢ FXA H HETIAT H Tohell 6|

When injected into unvaccinated mice, the antibodies could also protect them against a lethal
dose of serotype 1.

SIS So1 UEISTSY T EYehl o AT 31T @i H FTASE AT a1, &l I 376 ANTSY 1 Y o AT
Y ST F HaTA AT

Third, ZPY-CpG-Ch fully protected vaccinated mice exposed to lethal doses of two non-
vaccine serotypes, 11A and 33F.

Y, ZPY-CpG-Ch o & A-&hT A=, 11A 31X 33F, ST €des AT & U 3 31T T
ST ITT gt T 7o g FRi&Td @l

It also offered 50% protection against a third non-vaccine serotype, called serotype 8.
S8 TR IX-ErehT TS, Tordr ARAETST 8 gl ST &, 3 Tawes 8l 50% P&t el |

In all mouse experiments, measures of the vaccine’s protective effect based on the bacterial
load in lungs and blood mirrored the rodents’ survival rates.

el I T 1w qeft et , st 3R Tl H SFARTT HR o TR W ek & GRaTlcHh T
& AT TgT T A TGt hl & & IHeT&T |

However, the ZPY-CpG-Ch vaccine did not reduce the load of pneumococcal bacteria in the
upper respiratory passages of vaccinated mice.

gleilteh, ZPY-CpG-Ch Eeh & E1ehT ST 91T g1 o S W A F s HIhIchol JFINAT o $RX
Y HH 6T [T

That is, despite being protected, vaccinated mice have the ability to still spread the infection
to uninfected mice.

372Te], GRIBYC Blet & STarsie, ErhT ofaTTT 1T <[gT 3 38T o Irua e et ¥ Waharor dorrat
&THT JeiT 38T B

Worthy goal

Ageaqol &g

Finally, the team also reported that vaccinating mice with ZPY-CpG-Ch stimulated a subset of
immune cells that are implicated in pneumococcal immunity.

37cTcl:, &of o1 Ig 81 I 7o ZPY-CpG-Ch & TgT T SIeh1ehi0l &t U Ffaat Hiffrwait & v
YR T AlHT FRAT 12T, ST ~gAtentaner Sfaat 3 faer e

The results from this work are too preliminary for ZPY-CpG-Ch to be a universal
pneumococcal vaccine.

3 &R & GRUMA 30 3= IRAF ¢ o6 ZPY-CpG-Ch &1 Araeiiffes =g#tehichor Erept AT ST
b
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e |t has also been tested against a very small subset of serotypes, four to be precise.
sﬂwqﬁmaﬁmé?agamuﬂg, 3T TEF T F IR VAR, & faveyr & fonar arm
gl

e Vaccine data from laboratory mice also may not truly reflect the human situation.

ST & gt & 1o et warelY 3Ters Aieta Rl &1 aredias &7 & gfafdfad o o8
RE R

o Nevertheless, this work represents a baby step towards the worthy goal of developing a

universal pneumococcal vaccine.

o o, I8 ) Araeilfas FgREFer et fAwfd Fter & FAgeaqor @& & fewn # v yRidS
FeA gl

Universal Pneumococcal Vaccine: Why Scientists Are
Trying a New Approach

Streptococcus pneumoniae (pneumococcus) is a bacterium that commonly lives in our
nose and throat and has around 100 different serotypes. Usually it causes no harm, but
when immunity weakens, it can invade other parts of the body and cause serious diseases
such as pneumonia, meningitis and sepsis.

Why are present vaccines imperfect?

Think of the 100 serotypes as 100 criminals wearing different uniforms. Existing
pneumococcal vaccines recognise only selected “uniforms.” They mainly target the capsular
polysaccharide, a sugary outer coating that differs among serotypes. Therefore, protecting
against every serotype using this approach would require adding many different components
to one vaccine, making it complicated and expensive.

Another problem is serotype replacement. When vaccination suppresses some serotypes,

other non-vaccine serotypes face less competition and can expand. Some may also possess or
acquire antibiotic-resistance genes.

New idea: Reverse VVaccinology

Instead of focusing on the variable sugary capsule, researchers searched the bacterium's
genome for proteins shared across many serotypes. This genome-first method is called
reverse vaccinology. S. pneumoniae has more than 2,000 genes, about 1,300 of which are
COmmMOoN across serotypes.

Scientists selected three proteins—Z, P and Y—and combined them with immune boosters
CpG and chitosan, creating the experimental ZPY-CpG-Ch vaccine.

Did it work?

In mice, the vaccine produced 80-100% survival against lethal serotype-1 exposure and
also protected against some non-vaccine serotypes.

However, it did not eliminate bacteria from the upper respiratory tract, meaning
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protected animals could potentially continue transmitting pneumococcus.

Bottom line: This is not yet a universal vaccine. It has been tested against only four
serotypes and mainly in mice, but it demonstrates a promising strategy: target proteins
common to many serotypes rather than making a separate target for every bacterial
capsule.
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UN sets pathway to tackle ‘inevitable breach’ of the 1.5°C global warming limit
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Pichavaram mangroves valued at ¥2,485 crore: study
Rraraws & A 1Ao7 22,485 F3 HTHT AT IHEqTT

UN sets pathway to tackle
‘inevitable breach’ of the
1.5°C global warming limit
fCS 1l Environment ]

acob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Warning that a possible
breach of the 1.5 degrees
Celsius global warming li-
mit will bring irreversible
ecological losses that no
adaptation initiatives could
undo, the United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) on Wednesday, for
the first time, set out a de-
tailed “overshoot, peak,
and decline” pathway.

The pathway projects a
trajectory where the world
overshoots the 2015 Paris
Agreement’s central goal of
limiting the rise in average
global temperatures to 1.5
degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels — which a
'UNEP report said was now
unavoidable. The pathway
seeks to hold peak temper-
atures after the overshoot
as low as possible and then
bring it back down below

the limit by 2100.
The report, Limiting
Overshoot, said global

warming would cross 1.5
degrees Celsius “in the
next few years”. Even a
scenario in which every
country delivers on its na-
tional climate plan and net-
zero target puts peak
warming at 1.8 degrees Cel-
sius, it said. According to
the report, current policies
point to a rise of about 2.6
degrees Celsius by 2100
with a range of 1.9-3.6 de-
grees Celsius.

“Overshoot, peak, and
decline”, the report said,
“is by no means an accep-
table or preferred path-
way; it is simply the best re-
maining option”. “This
summer’s scorching heat,
raging wildfires, and dead-
ly floods are a warning of

Climate concerns

The UN report proposes a pathway to hald peak global
tempersture aslow o5 passible in the comingyears and bring
it back within the accepted limit by 2130

= The report says global warming
il eross 1.5°C Yin the next few
eors' andl tha thisis n longer
avaidable

= Current policies peint
10 about2.6°C global
warming by 2100, with
arange of L9-256°C

= Ascenario in which every country
delivers on its national climate plan

uOvershoot, peak,
and decline is sitply

and ts net-zero target still puts peok £ <the best remaining

globolwarming st 1.8°C

what lies ahead. We must
make the overshoot as
small and short as possi-
ble,” UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said in a
statement.

The diplomatic grounds
for that framing were laid
at the 30th UN Climate
Change Conference,
COP30, held in 2025 in
Brazil’s Belém, where the
consensus “Global Mutirdo
(collective effort)” decision
became the first COP text
to concede that a tempor-
ary overshoot of the 1.5 de-
grees Celsius limit was like-
ly, given how fast the
remaining carbon budget
was being spent.

Compounding costs
Given that cuts alone will
no longer suffice, a steep
scaling up of nature-based
removals such as large re-
forestation ~programmes
was needed, COP30 CEO
Ana Toni said.

The UNEP report sug-
gested that time spent
above 1.5 degrees Celsius
carries compounding costs
such as faster sea-level rise,

# option’, the report says
]
2

coral reef collapse, glacier
loss exceeding a quarter of
global mass by 2100, de-
clines of up to 14% in global
food production by 2050
without effective adapta-
tion, and rising odds of ir-
reversible tipping points in
the West Antarctic and
Greenland ice sheets, the
Atlantic Meridional Over-
turning Circulation and the
Amazon.

Moreover, it gets harder
to roll back the effects of a
tonne of emitted carbon.
The report said every five
years of continued high
emissions adds roughly
0.1°C to peak warming. Re-
versing that same 0.1°C af-
terwards means pulling
about 220 billion tonnes of
carbon dioxide back out of
the atmosphere over and
above whatever is still be-
ing emitted.

The report, in a first for
the UN, placed significant
stress on methane, which
contributes about 0.5°C of
warming. Cutting it is de-
scribed as the most effec-
tive way to slow warming
in the near term.

03S9. UN sets pathway to tackle ‘inevitable
breach’ of the 1.5°C global warming limit

YT USE A ARGF ar9et A 1.5°C AT & Iraierd
Sedte’ § AT A TRET yF T H

e Warmning that a possible breach of the 1.5 degrees
Celsius global warming limit will bring irreversible ecological
losses that no adaptation initiatives could undo, the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on Wednesday, for
the first time, set out a detailed “overshoot, peak, and decline”
pathway.

a‘gﬁmﬁéﬁg@%&fiﬁmﬁl.sﬁmmmw
TSI 31eTeholet T IS o TgoT Ydad T L Fehall, WIF ST
TATIOT FTRIFH (FUASH) A JEAR T Tgell TR “HIAT HT
rfarsaror, = T 3R FRrae” i g v g&qa |

e The pathway projects a trajectory where the world
overshoots the 2015 Paris Agreement’s central goal of limiting
the rise in average global temperatures to 1.5 degrees Celsius
above preindustrial levels — which a UNEP report said was
now unavoidable.

Ig TGN O AT T 3T TEIT R 8, a7 fava 2015
& IR FFElS & 30 HET e 1 TAFHT H ST &, Tordah
37Tt Jitad afRae AT # gefr #1 qd-3ilegifs Fai @ 1.5
Baft Afewas I do DT T 91 — guaagdr Hr v R &
TR, 379 Fg HTAHAUT ITRERT &

e The pathway seeks to hold peak temperatures after the
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overshoot as low as possible and then bring it back down below the limit by 2100.

S TG T 36T HIAT & HTAHAUT & S1G ATIATT F IH TAT I TATHHT A TWAT 3T BT
2100 T 38 Terhy YoT: e dier & =) ot g1

The report, Limiting Overshoot, said global warming would cross 1.5 degrees Celsius “in
the next few years”.

Fafafeer stavere (@ear-sifaswaor # DT F3am) dhven arel RUIE 7 wgr arar fo af¥aes =
“3eT Fo a8t 7 1.5 Baft Afewaw &1 ar T Swam|

Even a scenario in which every country delivers on its national climate plan and netzero
target puts peak warming at 1.8 degrees Celsius, it said.

RO & 3r7aR, H AT & o, ST Tedeh S U= UG STerary Fofelt A Y-

ST T T T AT &, AT T TRHA & 1.8 Baft dfewarar o agarer |

According to the report, current policies point to a rise of about 2.6 degrees Celsius by
2100 with a range of 1.9-3.6 degrees Celsius.

R & 317, aetarer et 2100 da weremr 2.6 Faft dfewaw 6 gefy 1 dhd & €,
T wemfaa Hemr 1.9-3.6 fBeft afewaw B

“Overshoot, peak, and decline”, the report said, “is by no means an acceptable or preferred
pathway; it is simply the best remaining option”.

Rate 7 shgr arm o “diAr 1 srfaswaAvT, A T 3K fREe” R ot 9oR & Ty ar
qHEIET AT 78T &, I8 haol AV el 7 wafasd AFea §1”

“This summer’s scorching heat, raging wildfires, and deadly floods are a warning of what
lies ahead.

‘S8 ISH FJ T oA & arelt a7+, sfwor FanfFaar R wroraTa® 918 3 arel FHY A
ELICGIE]

We must make the overshoot as small and short as possible,” UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said in a statement.

o AT o 3TTcIshauT hT AT 3R ST T JYTHIHT FH TG g19T1,” Tl IS¢ Hgrataa
T TART A T ST H el

The diplomatic grounds for that framing were laid at the 30th UN Climate Change
Conference, COP30, held in 2025 in Brazil’s Belém, where the consensus “Global Mutirdao
(collective effort)” decision became the first COP text to concede that a temporary
overshoot of the 1.5 degrees Celsius limit was likely, given how fast the remaining carbon
budget was being spent.

S G ISCehIUT &l FHailTceh TR 2025 & SIS & FAH H AT 308 HIF TS STeTary
TR FFA, 30, FH TWT I1GT AT, STgl FaaeAta I Toram I “Telitaer HAAT (@mofes
)" fAoty qee QHT 1T GEATdST ST, fSe QY HIde Fore o ey I & 3T HT @A §C
IR o o 1.5 et Afewaw S dar 1 sreurf arfaseaor gl dhr FsiaeT g1

Compounding costs

Given that cuts alone will no longer suffice, a steep scaling up of nature-based removals
such as large reforestation programmes was needed, COP30 CEO Ana Toni said.

HII30 T HEY HIEHRY HTABRY 1T el o gl T 379 Faer Scwoter Fweld) gaied agh g,
SATAT 3 YA & GedaliehioT HRIHAT I THial-ITETR FlaleT frshraer 3urat &1 g faea)
3R Bl

The UNEP report suggested that time spent above 1.5 degrees Celsius carries
compounding costs such as faster sea-level rise, coral reef collapse, glacier loss
exceeding a quarter of global mass by 2100, declines of up to 14% in global food
production by 2050 without effective adaptation, and rising odds of irreversible tipping
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points in the West Antarctic and Greenland ice sheets, the Atlantic Meridional
Overturning Circulation and the Amazon.

UeSH T ROTE & Heve T o6 1.5 F3aft Afcwaw & IR 9= @1 1 3afer o @ el eferey
Toch 8, Fore1t og-Fer & 3rftres fier g8, warer et &1 &9, 2100 a Rl  Raw
Fea AT & Uah-atuT$ @ 3l Y grfer 3t werrdt arereperet & 3rema # 2050 aF ARG W
3G H 14% aF Y FPRrae fAe &; T & iRa#? siersfear 3 dfierels #f fge amei,
redifes ANEIT saefir TREEROT 997 389 # 3raRadT v damet & ar g
T 31T o I B

Moreover, it gets harder to roll back the effects of a tonne of emitted carbon.

3a% HfaRead, scafold Fea & v e & ToaT T qJad HIT AT FHiSe gar STl 51

The report said every five years of continued high emissions adds roughly 0.1°C to peak
warming.

RAIE 7 gt 7137 o 30T IcholsT TITaR FARY T & Iedeh 91T a¥ dTdel & IR T H aTaTe7T
0.1°C #T Fgfr I £

Reversing that same 0.1°C afterwards means pulling about 220 billion tonnes of carbon
dioxide back out of the atmosphere over and above whatever is still being emitted.

q1E 7 38 0.1°C T gt A1 Ierest 1 31 § o 30 FAT 8l ST 3cHotet hr #RuTS o 3ifaRer

AGHS U ST 220 IS o Tl SHIHATFASS d16T [ehref=tt g1afl|

The report, in a first for the UN, placed significant stress on methane, which contributes about
0.5°C of warming.

TYFT TS oh TR W Tgell aR 38 RE H Het o T4 oo feram ara, fSreht draet 7 Jerere
SAITHIT 0.5°C ¥
Cutting it is described as the most effective way to slow warming in the near term.

g% 3cholel H sheldl Y foiere 3raf®r & araer i arfay efidl) w3 F1 Fa@ Forrdt adier sarm ar=r

gl

K.C. Deepika
BENGALURU

How valuable are man-
groves? A recent study of
the Pichavaram mangrove
ecosystem in Tamil Nadu
estimated its total econom-
ic value (TEV) at ¥2,485.38
crore, with a per-hectare
value of .83 crore, re-
flecting the ecological, eco-
nomic, and social benefits
it provides.

The Pichavaram Man-
grove Forest is deemed
one of the most ecological-
ly significant coastal wet-
land ecosystems in India
and plays a vital role in
supporting  biodiversity
conservation, fisheries
productivity, coastal pro-
tection, climate regulation,

blue carbon sequestration,
and livelihood security for
coastal communities.
“Mangrove ecosystems
provide a wide range of
provisioning, regulating,
supporting, and cultural
ecosystem services that
contribute significantly to
ecological sustainability
and human well-being.
Despite their importance,
many ecosystem services
remain undervalued in
conventional development
planning because several
ecological benefits are
non-market in nature and
are not reflected in market
transactions,” says the stu-
dy “Economic valuation
and blue carbon assess-
ment of ecosystem servic-
es (ESV) in the Pichavaram

[raviaN 3
Green gold: Pichavaram Mangrove Forest is a highly significant

coastal wetland ecosystem in India. FILE PHOTO

Mangrove Forest”.

The study, by M. Balasu-
bramanian, Associate Pro-
fessor, Centre for Ecologi-
cal Economics and Natural
Resources, Institute for So-
cial and Economic Change,
Bengaluru, was funded by

the Deputy Conservator of
Forests, Forest Genetics Di-
vision, Coimbatore. It was
based on primary and se-
condary data; primary in-
formation was collected
from 302 households
across five mangrove-de-

pendent villages: MGR
Thittu, Kalaignar Nagar,
Chinnavaikal, Patriadi, and
Mudasalodai.

Carbon sink

“The blue carbon assess-
ment highlights the critical
role of the Pichavaram
mangroves as a significant
natural carbon sink and a
valuable climate regulation
asset,” says the study.

The analysis further re-
vealed that mangrove sedi-
ments constitute an even
more substantial carbon
reservoir. The average soil
organic carbon stock of
251.14 tonnes of carbon per
hectare was estimated to
generate an economic va-
lue of ¥90.24 lakh per hec-
tare, resulting in a total soil

03S9. Pichavaram mangroves valued at ¥2,485 crore: study
Rrarevar & AT F1 7T 22,485 FAT JHiawT AT LA

How valuable are mangroves?

Pichavaram mangroves valued at 2,485 crore: study

organic carbon value of
1,224.63 crore. When ve-
getation and soil carbon
pools are combined, the
total blue carbon asset va-
lue of the Pichavaram Man-
grove Ecosystem is esti-
mated at ¥1,612.40 crore

The study recommends
the integration of ecosys-
tem service valuation into
coastal development plan-
ning and environmental
decision-making, the re-
cognition of mangroves as
key nature-based solutions
for climate adaptation and
disaster risk reduction,
and the development of
blue carbon financing me-
chanisms, carbon credit
programmes, and Pay-
ment for Ecosystem Servic-
es schemes.
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e Arecent study of the Pichavaram mangrove ecosystem in Tamil Nadu estimated its total
economic value (TEV) at ¥2,485.38 crore, with a per-hectare value of ¥1.83 crore,
reflecting the ecological, economic, and social benefits it provides.

affreres & Rramates At aiRfeufad a9 & v giforn s 7 saa oet nfds qea
(&) 22,485.38 T 31X T FFAT 7 1.83 T 3iTehT ITAT Y, S ST ST @Yy Tl
qiiRkEufae, 3nfde 3R arefee ot o g g

e The Pichavaram Mangrove Forest is deemed one of the most ecologically significant
coastal wetland ecosystems in India and plays a vital role in supporting biodiversity
conservation, fisheries productivity, coastal protection, climate regulation, blue carbon
sequestration, and livelihood security for coastal communities.

Rreraer #afta a1 1 1R & MR 5T & Faliferen Fgeaqul & s MRRURH
A A T AT ST HR Tg ST Fafaerar wvator, Aoy e, adi JRat, saary
fafarasrer, et F1aa & quaFHI0r vd HSROT 4T AT FIHErAl A AN aHT e H Hgcaqor
s{fFeT famar ¥

¢ “Mangrove ecosystems provide a wide range of provisioning, regulating, supporting, and

cultural ecosystem services that contribute significantly to ecological sustainability and
human well-being.

&7 A4 YT X 8, it REufae fFurdr ik Aera soaror 7 Ageaqet Aerer ot g1

e Despite their importance, many ecosystem services remain undervalued in conventional
development planning because several ecological benefits are non-market in nature and
are not reflected in market transactions,” says the study “Economic valuation and blue
carbon assessment of ecosystem services (ESV) in the Pichavaram Mangrove Forest”.

Soleh AETd & Sd9[E, 3Heleh qIRTEATART o VT3l 1 IRaRF e et 7 war Feaiae
BT B, F3ifes &S aiRfEufaes amstl i yehfa dv-arem smenfia g § 3l @ seiR as-aer 31
gfafdfed 7181 g1a,” “Rramater Aaa o 7 aiRfPufah & danit (Guad) 1 3w geaiwer
3t Ser w1 F1 3R MF T HETTT FEaT B

e The study, by M. Balasubramanian, Associate Professor, Centre for Ecological
Economics and Natural Resources, Institute for Social and Economic Change,
Bengaluru, was funded by the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Forest Genetics Division,
Coimbatore.

I 3ede deree Feua o vd anfde aRadea seae & aRfPfas srderes wa ypfas
AT F5 & THITATS IFET UH. TTgaHvIH «f 67 3R 58 Facy eua ae sreatirT
WHTT & 39 qT YT CaRT TaaaId fohar arm|

e |twas based on primary and secondary data; primary information was collected from 302
households across five mangrove-dependent villages: MGR Thittu, Kalaignar Nagatr,
Chinnavaikal, Patriadi, and Mudasalodai.

T RS 3T gRd® sfest T 3mia o, srafAE SeerT #ute W) i af arai—
THSIHR TS, FATTR TR, Reardwa, afam sk geraeiss—F 302 TRarT & v $i a1s)|

Carbon sink

Fed RAF

e “The blue carbon assessment highlights the critical role of the Pichavaram mangroves as a
significant natural carbon sink and a valuable climate regulation asset,” says the study.

3TEGYT el &, ‘el FISeT T 3Teholel Ueh Heea U Ui foieh Fiael [ 3R Hegdlel STearg
Rferse afmufr & &0 7 Raraww & daig & sraa Agcaqet gfAe #i @ifed aargl”

e The analysis further revealed that mangrove sediments constitute an even more substantial
carbon reservoir.

TIAwuT & g 3 uaT e fF Aag aase 31K oY 3170 faene Fe $isR 1 0T FIAT §
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e The average soil organic carbon stock of 251.14 tonnes of carbon per hectare was
estimated to generate an economic value of ¥90.24 lakh per hectare, resulting in a total soil
organic carbon value of ¥1,224.63 crore.

il AR 251.14 T FTaeT & AT FyaT AT Freier iR 1 31Tk Hed 290.24 arw wfx
§FEIT 31T 312, THE F&T SHAh FIeT H1 Fol Fed ¥1,224.63 FU3 eI gam|

o When vegetation and soil carbon pools are combined, the total blue carbon asset value of
the Pichavaram Mangrove Ecosystem is estimated at ¥1,612.40 crore

Fereqtel 3R FHeT o et $SRI T AFATIT ot I Rrarasr Aatg qiRFEafadr a Hir Fa
wAter e TR FT AT 21,612.40 FAF 3l AT

e The study recommends the integration of ecosystem service valuation into coastal
development planning and environmental decision-making, the recognition of mangroves
as key nature-based solutions for climate adaptation and disaster risk reduction, and
the development of blue carbon financing mechanisms, carbon credit programmes, and
Payment for Ecosystem Services schemes.

3T a8 e st 3it gatavor @t Ao & oty fady a dansi &
HedThel ! ThIFHd Fa1, Hald T STearg defhae AR ATIeT IR +A1H0T & 7T Hia-
HTETRT FATUTAT & T F ATTTAT Sot TT AT It TN oii, FIEaT hi3e FRIFHAT 3T
TR Feufadh a7 Yanait & forw sperener Fisrensit 3 faee 3 Segerer T o |

e organic carbon value of ¥1,224.63 crore.
SHTdeh TeeT T Hed €1,224.63 F3|

e When vegetation and soil carbon pools are combined, the total blue carbon asset value of
the Pichavaram Mangrove Ecosystem is estimated at ¥1,612.40 crore

FeEatel 3R FeT & reiet $SRT 1 WiFATAT et ) Ramawsr dAa okfeufad a7 fr v
SAtelT e TR FT 7T 1,612.40 F3 31T AT

e The study recommends the integration of ecosystem service valuation into coastal
development planning and environmental decision-making, the recognition of mangroves
as key nature-based solutions for climate adaptation and disaster risk reduction, and
the development of blue carbon financing mechanisms, carbon credit programmes, and
Payment for Ecosystem Services schemes.

3T A fasr faaerer i gfaor waeft faroty-fasior & aifeufosh d daait &
HeATHhel F ThIFHd a1, Hald I TAarg HeJwore AT AT SEH wAFI0T F 97T THia-
JTETRE FHTUTAT & §9 3 FAIAT &t AT AT H1aeT FRATNTOT 301, F1eeT Hi3e FRFA 3
o Feufadh a7 Yansit & fore sperener Fisrensit 3 faee T Jregerer atar ¢ |

PCS Special: | 03 September

03S9

Hong Kong activist Joshua Wong pleads guilty to ‘foreign collusion’

EITHTIT & FrAFHar ST gty o ‘Reft afFaat & Frefisrra #1 sy w&fewr
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Hong Kor!g activist JPShua ang 03S9. Hong Kong activist Joshua Wong
pleads guilty to ‘foreign collusion’ pleads guilty to ‘foreign collusion’
EIATRTAT & HTAhal ST afer F Fageh
afFadt & AT’ 1 3rarer FeR R

¢ Prominent Hong Kong pro-democracy
activist Joshua Wong pleaded guilty on Wednesday
to conspiracy to collude with foreign forces to
endanger national security under a Beijing-
imposed law.

GIITEhIaT oh YW Al d WSS Hrishal SIS &HT =
| T — 7 G T AT G Y e T O e % et
Prominent Hong Kong pro-democracy activist Joshua Wong 118@11’ ﬁT&ﬂT FIEAYH =0T & AT fagait afFaa @

pleaded guilty on Wednesday to conspiracy to collude with foreign

forces to endanger national security under a Beijing-imposed law. It fresrra w1 '\qﬁQT T TR E1hR fehaT |

was the second prosecution of Mr. Wong, a former student leader in e |t was the second prosecution of Mr. Wong,
the pro-democracy movement. AP a former student leader in the pro-democracy
movement.

A FaL HQNerT & I ST AT A dier o faets g g@rr rfdaerer am|
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